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WELCOME MESSAGE

Welcome
to Lausanne
Dear Friends
We are especially delighted to welcome so many of you, some for the very first
time, to Switzerland – the home of GGI. This is a very special Conference for
us, as we are celebrating 20 years of GGI this year. It truly doesn’t feel that long
ago that we first began this adventure, and every year seems to be more exciting than ever as we continue to grow in all regions.
Here at our European Regional Conference in Lausanne, our Keynote Speakers, Dr Benoît Dubuis and General Peter E. Regli, will address some of the many
challenges we will face as leaders of our organisations in these ever-changing
times. In addition to this, our fourteen Practice Groups and six Workshops will
help to facilitate knowledge-exchange and relationship-building.
Most of all, we would like to ensure that you really get to know us and the
other member firms in the GGI family. We have a very exciting social programme
planned, as well as some excursions that will allow you to see a little bit of what
makes Switzerland and especially the area around Lausanne so spectacular.

Conference Hotels
Beau Rivage Palace
Place du Port 17-19
1000 Lausanne 6
Switzerland
T: +41 (0)21 613 3333
F: +41 (0)21 613 3334
W: www.brp.ch
Angleterre & Residence
Place du Port 11
1006 Lausanne
Switzerland
T: +41 (0)21 613 3434
F: +41 (0)21 613 3435
W: www.angleterre-residence.ch
The Conference will be held in the
Beau Rivage Palace.

Here is some operational information we would like you to be aware of:
REGISTRATION: All delegates must complete registration at the GGI hospitality desk prior to attending any of the Conference. Please wear your badge
at all times during the Conference, as only delegates with official Conference
ID will be allowed into any of the sessions and social programmes.
TIMING: Our Conference will run on time. We work hard, we have lots of fun,
but we are not going to be late. If a session starts late, we will still end on
time so please pay attention to the times as stated in the programme.
MEETING POINTS: The meeting points for all excursions and social programmes are clearly stated. Excursions are only for pre-registered participants. If you are not sure which tour(s) you have signed up for, please check
at the GGI hospitality desk.
We hope that you really enjoy this Conference – and find that “work” this
weekend is not so much a chore, but in fact a pleasure. Our GGI team is here
to help you with any queries you may have.
With our very best regards

Dress code: Unless otherwise
stated, the dress code for the
Conference is business or smart
casual.
Your GGI main contact persons:
Linda Soriton
Laura Herbert
Margaret Leddy
Dr Marco Izzo
You will always find one of us at
the hospitality desk during our
opening hours.
GGI hospitality desk opening hours:
Thursday, 23 April 2015:
13:00 - 18:00
Friday, 23 April 2015:
08:30 - 17:30
Saturday, 25 April 2015:
09:00 - 13:30
In case of an emergency you can
reach Laura Herbert on her mobile +41 79 794 42 10.

Claudio G. Cocca

Michael Reiss von Filski
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Thursday, 23 April 2015
Time

Event

Room

07:00 – 15:30

OPTIONAL Game of Golf at Golf Club Montreux (for pre-registered participants only; not suitable for those planning to attend the
ITPG meeting). Meeting Point: BRP Hotel Lobby

13:00 – 18:00

GGI Hospitality Desk open in the Beau Rivage Palace

10:00 – 16:30

GGI Executive Committee Meeting
(for ExCom members only)

14:00 – 16:30

OPTIONAL Lausanne Past & Present Walking Tour (for pre-registered participants only; not suitable for those planning to attend the
ITPG meeting). Meeting Point: BRP Hotel Lobby

14:30 – 18:00

Practice Group Meeting: International Taxation

18:15 – 22:30

Welcome Reception & Dinner at the Olympic Museum (includes a self-guided tour). Meeting Point: BRP Hotel Lobby (we will walk
together to the Olympic Museum, which is right next to the Beau Rivage Palace)

Beaux-Arts (Room 7), Ground Floor

Forum (Room 10), Level -1

Introduction of GGI member candidates and new member firms
22:30

End of the day’s official programme

Speaker

BRP Hotel Bar, Level -1

Beau Rivage Palace Room Plan

Room Number / Room Name
1. Sandoz
2. Rotonde
3. La Terrasse
4. Léman
6. Romain
7. Beaux-Arts
8. Olympique
9. Elysée
10. Forum
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Michael Reiss von Filski
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Friday, 24 April 2015
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

07:00 – 10:00

Breakfast available in the hotels

08:30 – 17:30

OPTIONAL Daytrip to Gruyère & Broc (ONLY for Accompanying Persons). Meeting Point: BRP Hotel Lobby

08:30 – 17:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open in the Beau Rivage Palace

09:00 – 12:15

Conference in the Beau Rivage Palace

09:00 – 09:15

Welcome

Michael Reiss von Filski

09:15 – 09:30

Presidential Speech

Claudio G. Cocca

09:30 – 09:45

Words of Welcome from the Host Firm Fiduciaire FIDAG SA

Yves Darbellay

09:45 – 10:45

Keynote “Innovation, the New Currency of Competition”

Dr Benoît Dubuis

10:45 – 11:15

Coffee Break

11:15 – 12:15

Keynote “Who is threatening our security? A Swiss view.”

12:15 – 12:30

Upcoming Conferences

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch in the Beau Rivage Palace

14:00 – 15:30

Practice Group Meetings – Round One

Sandoz (Room 1), Ground Floor

General Peter E. Regli

Rotonde (Room 2), Ground Floor

Auditing, Reporting & Compliance

Arcades (Room 12), Ground Floor

Dr Thomas Geiger

Business Development & Marketing

Léman (Room 4), Ground Floor

Gordon Smith

Corporate, Commercial & IP

Olympique (Room 8), Ground Floor Sylvain Beaumont

Global Political Economy & International Relations –
Understanding the International Economic Order

Romain (Room 6), Ground Floor

Claudio G. Cocca

Labour Law

Elysée (Room 9), Ground Floor

Jeffrey L. Kenens
& Kai Sturmfels

Litigation & Dispute Resolution

Beaux-Arts (Room 7), Ground Floor Johan F. Langelaar

Private Equity & International Wealth Management

Forum (Room 10), Level -1

Prof Robert Anthony

Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency

Arcades (Room 12), Ground Floor

Dr Attila Kovács

Immigration & Expatriate Services

Elysée (Room 9), Ground Floor

Ionut C. Zeche

Indirect Taxes (ITPG Sub-Group)

Léman (Room 4), Ground Floor

Raluca Tutu

M&A

Forum (Room 10), Level -1

Tim van der Meer

Real Estate

Romain (Room 6), Ground Floor

Paul Simmons
& Prof Robert Anthony

Trust & Estate Planning

Beaux-Arts (Room 7), Ground Floor Henry Charles

15:30 – 16:00

Coffee Break

16:00 – 17:30

Practice Group Meetings – Round Two

19:15 – 23:00

Dinner Cruise on Lake Geneva. Meeting Point: BRP La Terrasse (we will walk together to the pier, Lausanne-Ouchy GL1). Dress
code: Casual (high heels not recommended)

23:00

End of the day’s official programme

BRP Hotel Bar, Level -1
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Saturday, 25 April 2015
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

07:30 – 10:00

Breakfast available in the hotels

09:00 – 13:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open in the Beau Rivage Palace

09:30 – 11:00

Workshops
Understanding GGI (180 mins), Part I
(compulsory for all candidates and new members)

Léman (Room 4), Ground Floor

Michael Reiss von Filski

CPA Firm Growth: Selling HR (180 mins), Part I

Beaux-Arts (Room 7), Ground Floor

Wim Cox

Creating and Sustaining an Environment that stimulates
Business Development Activities (180 mins), Part I

Romain (Room 6), Ground Floor

Randall S. Leff
& Gary Freedman

The Post FATCA Form W-8: How to assist your clients
to correctly complete this form (90 mins)

Elysée (Room 9), Ground Floor

Galia Antebi

What can we learn from people with charisma? (180 mins), Part I Olympique (Room 8), Ground Floor Oliver Biernat
& Dr Karl Friedrich Dumoulin
11:00 – 11:30

Coffee Break

11:30 – 13:00

Workshops (continued)
Understanding GGI (180 mins), Part II
(compulsory for all candidates and new members)

Léman (Room 4), Ground Floor

Michael Reiss von Filski

CPA Firm Growth: Selling HR (180 mins), Part II

Beaux-Arts (Room 7), Ground Floor

Wim Cox

Creating and Sustaining an Environment that stimulates
Business Development Activities (180 mins), Part II

Romain (Room 6), Ground Floor

Randall S. Leff
& Gary Freedman

US Chapter 11 and Italian composition with
creditors proceeding (90 mins)

Elysée (Room 9), Ground Floor

Oliver Biernat
& Dr Karl Friedrich Dumoulin

What can we learn from people with charisma? (180 mins), Part II Olympique (Room 8), Ground Floor Domizia Badodi
13:00 – 14:00

Lunch in the Beau Rivage Palace

Rotonde (Room 2), Ground Floor

13:30 – 18:00

OPTIONAL Sightseeing Tours (for pre-registered participants only). Meeting Point: BRP Hotel Lobby
(1) Chillon Castle & Wine-Tasting (2) Thermal Baths at Lavey (3) Salt Mine in Bex

19:30 – 23:00

Gala Dinner in the Beau Rivage Palace. Pre-dinner Drinks will be served in the Rotonde (Room 2), Ground Floor. Dress code: Black Tie

23:00

End of the official conference

BRP Hotel Bar, Level -1

Sunday, 26 April 2015
Time

Event

07:30 – 10:00

Breakfast available in the hotels – Check out no later than 12:00 noon

08:45 – 18:00

OPTIONAL Sightseeing Tours (for pre-registered participants only). Meeting Point: BRP Hotel Lobby
(1) Glacier 3000 Full Day Mountain Excursion (2) Discover the Gstaad Region Full Day Excursion
Individual departure from the hotel

GGI European Regional Conference 2015 | Lausanne
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Keynote speaker

Dr Benoît Dubuis
Dr Dubuis brings almost 20 years of
international experience in the field
of life sciences, both in industry and

Speech
Summary
“Innovation, the New Currency
of Competition” – We are living in
times of great change and transition. Switzerland produces many
winners. From passion to action, we
are good at turning ideas into successful businesses. Yet the question
arises as to how do we sustain this
success, even improve upon it?

in academic science management. After his training as Chemical engineer,
his PhD from ETH Zurich (ETH Medal
1995) and academic activity in Cambridge and Cranfield in England, he
occupied different management positions in pharmaceutical companies, including Chemap, Ciba-Geigy/Novartis
and Lonza.
Benoît joined the EPFL (École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne) in
2000, as Licensing Executive and adviser for the school management. He established the School of Life Sciences and
served as its first Dean. He also launched
the BioAlps organisation.
In 2004 he co-founded Eclosion, the
first Swiss Life Sciences seed-fund and
incubator, and in June 2013, he was appointed Executive Director of Campus

Dr Benoît Dubuis
Biotech Geneva and Development Director of the Wyss Center. In addition
to his appointments, Dr Dubuis is the
president of the BioAlps association
(www.bioalps.org) and of the Swiss LifeSciences Network Inartis (www.inartisnetwork.ch) and serves on several Boards
and Advisory Boards. He has also published numerous articles and books in
the field of biotechnology, Life Sciences
and innovation (www.clef-du-savoir.com;
www.republic-of-innovation.ch).

Keynote speaker

General Peter E. Regli
Speech
Summary
“Who is threatening our national
security? A Swiss view.” – General (ret.) Regli will recall the security developments of the last 14
months, assess the importance
of the war in Ukraine, of the Islamic State, the cyber war, and
their importance for Europe and
our countries, as well as present
the security system of Switzerland.

Peter E. Regli, born on 20 July 1944 in
Airolo, Ticino, Switzerland, has a Master’s degree in Aeronautical Engineering
from the SFIT (ETH) Zürich and acts as
consultant in national security issues in
Switzerland and abroad.
After twelve years as an engineer in
the Federal Armament and Procurement
Agency in Bern, he directed, from 1981
until 1988, the Swiss Air Force Intelligence Service. From 1990 until 1999, he
headed the Swiss Intelligence Service as
its Director with the rank of Major General. Peter was a fighter pilot in Swiss Air
Force, and commanded a fighter squadron, a wing and a fighter regiment. From
1974 until 1977, he served as Deputy
Defense Attaché and military-diplomat

General Peter E. Regli
in Scandinavia, at the Swiss Embassy in
Stockholm (Sweden).
Peter speaks Italian (his mother
tongue), French, German, English, Spanish, Swedish and basic Russian. He is
married to Irene Krieger and lives in Bern.
He is a Swiss ski instructor, an amateur
chef and enjoys Italian opera. He and
his wife love meeting interesting people
from different cultures, worldwide.
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

International
Taxation

Auditing,
Reporting &
Compliance

Business
Development
& Marketing

Thursday, 23 April 2015
14:30-18:00

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round I – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round I – 14:00-15:30

Oliver Biernat

Dr Thomas Geiger

Gordon Smith

The ITPG meeting will start with a
guest speaker from
Sweden who will
provide an introduction to Comtax,
a cross-border tax
planning software. Oliver
We will then offer Biernat
presentations on
the new OECD “Country-by-countryreporting” – benefits and risks (Bärbel Wierzoch), the results of a comparison study on R&D tax incentives
over the EU countries (Richard Jahoda), the UK’s new ‘Diverted Profits
Tax’: is this BEPS thought-leading or
is the UK trying to go it alone? (Tim
Crosley), and an international case
study on Cross-Border Corporate
Structures with GGI members from
various countries (Nick Domburg).
In between the presentations, we
will also have Oliver Biernat’s update
on internal ITPG matters and Graham
Busch’s famous speed-networking to
help warm you up for the Welcome
Reception.

During this session, we will discuss requirements
for an audit in accordance with a
special purpose
framework. Based
on a presenta- Dr Thomas
tion by Werner Geiger
Prenner from Austria, using the example of an audit
of accounts of a political party, we
will see that the auditor has to leave
the well-known path for this kind of
engagements. But he never should
leave his tools and experience behind, because they will be necessary
to successfully perform the job.
A second presentation by Andrew
Jones from the UK deals with “UK Auditing – The Challenges Ahead”. Big
changes in audit reporting due to FRS
102 and our profession’s reactions towards audit thresholds increasing will
be presented.
Furthermore we might discuss our
experiences and practical problems
in determining sufficient materiality
thresholds in the course of an audit
engagement.
From an organisational point of
view it is planned to inform the PG
members about the results of the
elections for the Global Chairperson
and the Vice-Chairpersons.

On your way to an
Exceptional client
service

GGI European Regional Conference 2015 | Lausanne

During this session we will explore
ways to develop an
exceptional client Gordon
service by analys- Smith
ing the “Ten Golden
Rules” of Business Development for
professional firms. We will further
discuss how we can evolve a communication plan for clients - from mass
communication to customisation.
Do we need to change our philosophy
in client communication – from value
generator to a valued advisor?
Join this interactive session to exchange your views, experiences and
knowledge on this crucial aspect of
business development with your fellow GGI members.

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES
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Corporate,
Commercial
& IP

Global Political Economy
& International Relations –
Understanding the
International Economic Order

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round I – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round I – 14:00-15:30

Sylvain Beaumont

Claudio G. Cocca

Under
Article
L.442-6 I 5° of the
French Commercial Code, it is prohibited to abruptly
terminate (wholly
or partially) longstanding commer- Sylvain
cial relationships, Beaumont
without providing
the other party with a reasonable notice period to be computed on the basis of the overall duration of the commercial relationship.
In case of infringement, the party
taking the initiative to terminate commercial relationships may be liable to
pay damages to the other party.
This civil liability falls within the law
of torts.
This presentation will address the
following issues:
What is a long-standing commercial relationship?
Can the termination be grounded
on the economic crisis to avoid liability?
How to compute the notice period?
Is the jurisdictional clause provided
in the agreement applicable to a
dispute based on this rule?

The Greek tragedy is revealing
the disagreements in the EU
The European Union (EU) was founded
to bring the people of post-war Europe
together and the aim of the single currency, the euro, was to create a shared
identity and foster integration within
the EU. The opposite has happened;
the euro is dividing the EU. This can be
seen most clearly in the dispute about
rescuing Greece and the hatred between
the Greeks and the Germans. Disagreements, a lack of commitment to reform
and rotten compromises have become
the “trademark of Europe”.
The centre of power in the EU is located in Frankfurt in the ECB’s new tower.
Without the intervention of the ECB, the
single currency would have fallen apart
already, banks would have collapsed
and states would have gone bankrupt. Is

that the Europe which
the founding fathers
of the EU dreamed
of? How long will the
political will to save
the euro at any cost
prevail against the
problem of mount- Claudio G.
ing sovereign debt, Cocca
against the lack of a
commitment to reform among the EU’s
Mediterranean countries and against a
diminishing sense of solidarity among
the EU population?
In this Practice Group meeting at the
European Conference, we shall focus directly on Europe. Following an introduction to the latest developments within
the EU, we shall hold what promises to
be a fascinating roundtable discussion
of the future of the EU and the single
currency.
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Labour
Law

Litigation
& Dispute
Resolution

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round I – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round I – 14:00-15:30

Jeffrey L. Kenens & Kai Sturmfels

Johan F. Langelaar

International aspects of choice
of law and jurisdiction clauses
In the international labour law practice parties often have to deal with
choice of law and jurisdiction clauses in employment contracts. These
clauses give rise to several questions.
What are the consequences of these
clauses and how could you deal with
them in a practical way? What restrictions do European and other international laws put on these clauses? Especially in regard to the termination
of employment contracts these questions become relevant.
During this meeting, Kai Sturmfels
and Jeffrey Kenens will give a presentation about these topics, including
an overview of the major changes
in Dutch dismissal law as per 1 July

2015. The participants shall discuss
and review their
mutual experiences
in this field. We try
to have a vivid and
proactive debate to
be of benefit to all Jeffrey L.
participants.
Kenens
Another goal of
this meeting is to discuss our expansion
within GGI to other
continents like Latin
America and the
Middle East and Africa. Any input in that
respect is more than Kai
welcome. We look Sturmfels
forward to meeting
you at this Practice Group in Lausanne.
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At our Practice
Group meeting in
Cape Town, it was
decided to change
the name of the
Practice
Group
from ‘International
Dispute
Resolu- Johan F.
tion’ (IDR) into Langelaar
‘Litigation & Dispute Resolution’ (LDR). This name
should avoid any (international) confusion about the goals and contents
of the practice group. We hope to
welcome many of you who are interested in litigation and dispute resolution worldwide!
This Practice Group is not only interesting for lawyers, but also for tax
advisors, accountants and trustees.
As the world is becoming more international every day, people involved
in litigation are more and more influenced by other jurisdictions.
We have made it a habit to invite
an interesting native speaker, to give
a presentation. Mirco Ceregato, of
Bratschi Wiederkehr & Buob, will
focus on the subject: ‘Litigation in
Switzerland – Proceedings, Duration
and Costs’.
Besides this presentation, there
will be an opportunity for attendees
to present themselves, get to know
each other and of course to exchange
information on various subjects.

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES
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Private
Equity &
International
Wealth
Management
Friday, 24 April 2015
Round I – 14:00-15:30
Old Fishing Port of Lausanne

Prof Robert Anthony

Part 1: Expert opinion – Hélie D’hautefort,
Founder and CEO of Optiminvest (formerly Overlay Asset Management; see
www.optiminvest.ch/company.htm)
In view of the recent substantial
strengthening of the dollar and Swiss
franc as well as the issues of fluctuations of foreign exchange, we invite Hélie D’hautefort to speak about taking the
risk out of foreign exchange by way of a
reserve currency.
Overlay Asset Management (OAM)
was a currency manager with over 20
USD Bios under management. Before
setting up OAM in May 1998, Hélie was
the manager of a currency Hedge Fund
for 2 years. His previous assignments
include five years for PSA International,
within the exchange-risk management
unit of Peugeot Citroën group in Geneva, where he was in charge of the use of
derivative products in currency hedging.
Prior to that, he was in charge of curren-

cy options trading in
three different banking institutions. He
began in New York in
the currency options
market in 1985 within
Crédit Lyonnais trading room. Hélie has Prof
published articles on Robert Anthony
currency risk management in leading financial publications
and is a frequent speaker at industry
conferences. He also serves as a Foreign Exchange advisor to a microfinance
Fund dedicated to Frontier Markets.
Part 2: Private Equity projects’ exchange
– Create together new business opportunities: each participant brings potential deal opportunities. Come with yours!
Sectors: property, industrial, information technology, telecom, biotech, med
tech and clean tech.

Historical Centre of Lausanne

Lausanne Cathedral
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Debt
Collection,
Restructuring
& Insolvency

Immigration
& Expatriate
Services

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round II – 16:00-17:30

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round II – 16:00-17:30

Dr Attila Kovacs

Ionut Catalin Zeche

This meeting intends to provide again
interesting and at the same time useful information for the participants in
the field of restructuring.
Our main focus will be on the discussion of the extra judicial practice
of restructuring procedures and the
question will be raised: does your
country have an effective practice and
appropriate guidelines for such out-ofcourt procedure in order to save the
distressed company before a court
procedure was initiated. If yes, what
are these rules and how do you see the
every-day implementation of such. If
not, do you think that a summary of respective provisions could enhance the
effectivity of the revitalising of companies in financial crisis and avoid the
initiation of a court procedure.
Introduction to the topic will be
presented by Mario Kapp, insolvency
lawyer and administrator from Graz,
Austria, followed by a panel discussion between the participants. His

presentation will be
based on the fact
that major Austrian
Banks together with
an Austrian law firm
established principles for out-of-court
restructurings. The Dr Attila
guidelines
reflect Kovács
the practical professional experience of a broad range of
restructuring experts and try to help to
overcome a company’s crisis, namely
in particular avoiding the opening of
insolvency proceedings, safeguarding
the company’s existence, the business
location and the jobs.
Besides this very interesting topic we
shall learn a little bit about the recent
changes and practice of the legal framework of debt collection and insolvency
law in Switzerland and compare this
with the relevant rules and provisions
of the harmonised EU insolvency legis
lation.

GGI European Regional Conference 2015 | Lausanne

The IESPG will
start with a brief
presentation of the
Practice Group, its
projects, members,
chairs and plans
for the future. The
agenda includes the Ionut Catalin
following topics:
Zeche
Global immigration law updates from PG members;
Rights and obligations of expats
in relation to the Immigration Authority;
How, where and why expats have
to register for the payment of tax
liabilities in the source country;
What to do in case the expat receives an overdue notice;
How expats can obtain specialised
assistance for their relations from
the immigration authorities.

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Indirect Taxes
(Sub-Group
International
Taxation)

M&A

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round II – 16:00-17:30

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round II – 16:00-17:30

Raluca Tutu

Tim van der Meer

This meeting aims
to tackle the controversy of VAT via
judgments of the
European Court of
Justice by interpreting such and transposing into the day Raluca
to day business.
Tutu
The
Practice
Group Chairperson together with the
Vice-chairs will lead an open panel
discussion broken down into teams,
where ideas, opinions and real life
examples will be shared amongst attendees. The application of the ECJ
rulings in the day-to-day business,
emphasising the tax controversy part
of the consultancy services provided
by professionals is extremely important to be dealt with. The open panel
is intended to take from the best practices of several professional firms and
share amongst attendees to be further discussed and disseminated.
The study case based on the controversy of VAT via ECJ rulings will be
announced shortly.

The M&A Practice
Group now has a
total of over 220
GGI
registered
members.
We
strive to become
the World’s most
relevant multidis- Tim
ciplinary M&A net- van der Meer
work. This year’s
meeting will cover the subject: “Negotiation Issues in an M&A transaction”. This afternoon we will focus
on negotiating the key general, commercial, financial and legal aspects
of a transaction which impact value
for both buyer and seller. This afternoon will be kindly hosted by:
Robert Thompson, Ward Hadaway
(Legal)
Jim Demetriou, Haines Watts (Financial)
Tim van der Meer, Marktlink (Commercial)
We expect a lively discussion amongst
all participants.
At around 17:00 pm, all M&A Practice Group participants are kindly
invited to continue the discussion
during the informal ‘networking reception’ in the hotel bar. Your first
drinks are kindly offered by the M&A
Practice Group.
The M&A Practice Group meeting
is open to M&A PG members as well
as non-members.
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Bridges in Lausanne

Old Town from the Cathedral

Lausanne – Bel-Air Tower
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Real
Estate

Trust &
Estate
Planning

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round II – 16:00-17:30

Friday, 24 April 2015
Round II – 16:00-17:30

Paul Simmons & Prof Robert Anthony

Henry Charles

Real Estate projects’ exchange
The idea is that the Practice Group
moves towards a more active forum
where participants can share and collaborate on potential property deal
opportunities. For this to work well,
we ask for each participant to bring
if possible to the meeting potential
deals or investments that can be offered to the group for discussion. This
would include development property
which is both residential and commercial. There may also be investment property with yields which could
be very attractive in certain countries.
There are investment funds looking
to invest in these sectors and clients
wishing to sell.
To start the ball rolling I am delighted that Consero London, a UK luxury

property developer,
will give a short presentation on the UK
market (current and
future) and investment opportunities
in residential and
commercial property. For a taste of your
luxury next home in
UK have a look at
their website www.
conserolondon.com.
We hope you
would like to be part
of this and use our
network by meeting
colleagues to create
new synergies and
find opportunities
for our clients.

Paul
Simmons

Prof
Robert Anthony
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Information
demands and information exchanges and
erosion of taxpayer
confidentiality: How
does it affect your
approach to client
work in the realms
of trust and estate
planning?

Henry
Charles

The US government initiative called
FATCA requires financial institutions,
including trusts, to submit to information reporting and withholding;
the OECD has developed likewise an
initiative called the “common reporting standard”, or GATCA, providing
for automatic exchange of financial
information, expected to be implemented by 2017; there are also numerous initiatives between specific
governments in agreeing information
exchange Treaties, and numerous
domestic law developments along
the same lines designed to remove
taxpayer confidentiality and increase
fiscal authorities information powers. Speakers from several jurisdictions will describe how they see
these trends impacting on their work
in planning wealth preservation for
their clients and affecting the choice
of entities used. There will be presentations by Dennis Nerland (Canada)
and Graham Busch (UK).

WORKSHOP SUMMARIES
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Workshop with Michael Reiss von Filski

Understanding GGI

Compulsory for candidates and new members
An interactive overview offering a better
understanding of the daily life of GGI,
membership criteria, selection of members, conferences, workshops, practice
groups, the charter, and the functioning of Head Office, the Regional Offices and the Executive Committee. This
workshop is not only interesting for new

and first-time attendees, but it will
Saturday,
also provide participants with an
25 April 2015
Michael
in-depth view of daily operations
09:30-13:00
Reiss von Filski
as handled by GGI management,
strategic outlooks and future
plans. Clearer insight into the structure provides you with the ability to explain
and functioning of GGI can also result the benefits of GGI better to colleagues
in expansion of your business, since it in your firm and your clients.

Workshop with Randall S. Leff & Gary Freedman

Creating and Sustaining an Environment that
stimulates Business Development Activities
The world has changed dramatically in
the last decade. Being the best and the
brightest is no longer enough. As accountants and lawyers, we have built firm
cultures based on subject matter expertise. However, as the world is changing,
we now have to change our models to create a culture which not only respects subject matter expertise, but also encourages
business development activities. This
workshop will focus on the challenges of
creating and sustaining an environment
that stimulates business development activities. It will be a lively discussion about

the cultural differences between
European and North American cultures, including which models work
best and where, and what can be
learned from each other. As part
of this process, we will discuss the
importance of creating a positive
cultural perspective within our firm,
and stimulating an attitude of abundance rather than scarcity. We will
also discuss the details of how Ervin
Cohen & Jessup has implemented
such a programme, and the results
that have been achieved so far.

Randall S. Leff

Gary Freedman

Saturday, 25 April 2015, 09:30-13:00

Lausanne – the waterfront at the port of Ouchy
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WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

Workshop with Wim Cox

CPA Firm Growth: Selling HR
Wim Cox will present an HR model,
which enables an accountant to navigate his clients through the complete
HR value chain - from selecting the
most promising candidates in the recruiting and assessment process to
predicting attrition and identifying the
characteristics of successful leaders.
The HR model is unique and can be applied universally. The model will help
your clients with the assistance of his
advisor, you, to sell his proposed HR
actions, such as investment needs,

learning development and hiring
plans. Clearly, the angle for your
accounting firm to connect with
clients in the field of HR is that
your role as most trusted advisor
places you in a natural position
to generate this new business.
We are on the brink of a world
where our advisory services will
Wim Cox
lift HR practices to the next level.
After the presentation you will
participate in discussion groups to tunities. Are you
identify the various business oppor- ness?

Saturday,
25 April 2015
09:30-13:00

ready for new busi-

Workshop with Galia Antebi

The Post FATCA Form W-8: How to assist
your clients to correctly complete this form
In today’s world no bank or investment fund will open an account or
maintain an existing account without
obtaining from an entity a Form W-8
or an equivalent prepared by the institution. This form requests entities to
certify their FATCA status. Two forms
are available and over 30 FATCA status
possibilities exists within the form. It
is your clients’ responsibility to cor-

rectly complete this form. Attend
this workshop to learn from our
experience on how to correctly
complete this form in several
real world situations.

Lausanne – Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
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Galia Antebi

Saturday,
25 April 2015
09:30-11:00

WORKSHOP SUMMARIES
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Workshop with Oliver Biernat & Dr Karl Friedrich Dumoulin

What can we learn from people with charisma?
Charisma evokes manifold connotations: historic characters such as Mahatma Gandhi or Winston Churchill,
leaders in religion, politics, cultural life
or economics may come into our minds
but also dark charismas that brought
evil over mankind. In our workshop we
would like to explore with you what we
can learn in a positive sense from people with charisma.
As a starting point we will try to answer: What constitutes charisma? Confidence? Optimism? Emotion? Empa-

thy? Intelligence? Interaction? On
that basis we will then attempt to
transpose these elements into our
daily lives as professionals. What
are the lessons we learn from
charismatic people for our business as chartered accountants or
lawyers? As always, we will count
on the contribution of the participants, ensuring a broad and creative approach to the subject matter and supported by videos of or
about charismatic people.

Oliver Biernat

Dr Karl Friedrich
Dumoulin

Saturday, 25 April 2015, 09:30-13:00

Workshop with Domizia Badodi

Across the Atlantic: US Chapter 11 and Italian
composition with creditors proceeding
Under Chapter 11 of the US Bankruptcy
Code corporations, sole traders or partnerships in financial difficulties have the
possibility to avoid bankruptcy and to
be granted sufficient time to reorganize
their business. The most important effect of the filing to a federal bankruptcy
court for protection under Chapter 11 is
the so-called ‘automatic stay’: all collection activities, foreclosures, and repossessions of property are suspended and
may not be pursued by the creditors,
although the debtor remains in control
of the day-to-day running of the business as a “debtor in possession”. Such
activity, subject to the supervision of the
court, is complemented by the necessary
measures to restructure the business
and negotiate a plan of reorganization
with the creditors. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Napster and General Motors are just
a few examples of American companies
admitted to the Chapter 11 protection in
the last 15 years.
The process of harmonization of EU
Insolvency legislation has brought to a
major change in Italian bankruptcy law,

which in September 2012 was modified by new provisions that changed
significantly the traditional procedure of “composition with creditors”. Italian businesses in financial
difficulties have now the opportunity
to be shielded against the creditors’
Saturday,
enforcement actions by submitting
25 April 2015
to the court an application to be ad11:30-13:00
Domizia Badodi
mitted to the “new” composition
with creditors proceeding.
Due to the limited requirements set aimed to encourage the continuation
by the law in respect of the information of the business. These benefits have
to be contained in the application, the been recently granted to the worldwideprocedure is called “blank composi- known companies Cesare Paciotti and
tion with creditors” or “composition Parmacotto.
The workshop will be an active forum
with creditors with reservation”, since
the debtor in fact reserves to submit where participants can discuss actual
to the court and the creditors (within and practical cases and compare the rethe deadline to be set in the admission spective national rules. For this to work
decree) the operational plan of the pro- well, we ask each participant to contribcedure and the proposal of percentage ute to the debate by bringing examples
payment of the debts. Again, the debtor of cases managed or studied in their
operates as a “debtor in possession” own jurisdiction, which will also be the
under the supervision of the judicial basis for the comparative case study on
commissioner appointed by the court, the current situation of the Borsalino
and benefits from a series of provisions company.

GGI European Regional Conference 2015 | Lausanne
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OPTIONAL EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Game of Golf at Golf Club Montreux
Thursday, 23 April 2015, 07:00 –
15:30 (not suitable for those planning to attend the ITPG meeting) –
The Golf Club Montreux is located
in the heart of the Rhone Valley and
enjoys spectacular views of the Alps.
Protected by the surrounding mountains and out of reach of the mists of

Lake Geneva, the golf course lies at
the centre of an unusually mild microclimate. The course has the advantage of being flat, and provides a
very diverse and selective game. The
Golf Club Montreux opens its doors
to all players with a minimum handicap of 36.

Lausanne Past & Present Walking Tour
Thursday, 23 April 2015, 14:00 – 16:30
(not suitable for those planning to attend the ITPG meeting) – Start the
tour by discovering the beautiful lake
surrounding Ouchy and take the first
unmanned tube in Switzerland. Fol-

lowing our expert guide, you will stroll
through the pedestrian streets of the
city to discover the medieval works of
art of the cathedral and, from there,
take picturesque steps that will lead
you to the modern world of Lausanne.

This tour will give you a different opinion on the numerous and varied aspects of a town which is at the same
time traditional, creative and modern.
Comfortable clothing and walking
shoes recommended.

Daytrip to Gruyère and Broc
Friday, 24 April 2015, 08:30 – 17:30
(only for Accompanying Persons)
– Visit, taste, smell and see how
cheese is prepared by visiting the
Gruyère museum. At the end of the
visit, enjoy a historical guided tour
of the picturesque village before

Chillon Castle & Wine-Tasting
Saturday, 25 April 2015, 13:30 – 18:00
– Follow your guides for a visit of
Chillon Castle that will take you back
in time.
This medieval castle, built on
a rock formation in the south of

Montreux, is an architectural jewel
located in a unique setting between
the shores of Lake Geneva and the
Alps. Afterwards, take a short bus
ride and conclude your visit with a
wine-tasting of the regional product.
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heading for a well-deserved break in
a local restaurant.
After lunch the bus will take you
to the city of Broc to discover the
production of a Swiss specialty at
the Cailler chocolate house. You will
get to taste their many chocolates!

OPTIONAL EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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Salt Mine and Museum in Bex
Saturday, 25 April 2015, 13:30 – 18:00
– On a visit to the museum and the
mine, discover the various techniques
of salt mining from the year 1684 to

the present. Start the tour by taking a
small mine train which will guide you
into the subterranean world at a depth
of 400 m. Enjoy an unusual guided ad-

venture into the tunnels that date from
the 17th century. Warm, woollen attire
is recommended (17°C in the mines),
as well as comfortable walking shoes.

Thermal Baths at Lavey
Saturday, 25 April 2015, 13:30 – 18:00 –
After the busy-ness of the Conference,
why not take a little time out and enter
into an oasis of wellness! The water
at the baths of Lavey comes from the
hottest spring in Switzerland (62°C
to 70°C). A unique setting high up in

the mountain (up to 600m). Enjoy a
moment of relaxation with full access
to all swimming pools, jacuzzis, hammam, saunas and relaxation areas of
the complex. Don’t forget to pack your
swimsuit, flip-flops and a bottle of sun
cream (you never know!).

Glacier 3000 Full Day Mountain Excursion
Sunday, 26 April 2015, 08:45 – 18:00
– After a transfer from the hotel to
the Glacier 3000, reach the peak by a
cable car ride. Spend the day on top of
the glacier and appreciate one of the
most stunning views in the region. After the lunch on the top, enjoy the new
attraction: the peak walk, a spectacular hanging bridge at 3000m! Enjoy a

guided walk through mountain roads
covered with eternal snow using special snowshoes. Accessible but not
advisable for children. You will need
to bring warm, woollen attire as well
as a warm jacket, hat, gloves, shoes
suitable for walking on snow (non-slip
with good grip) and a bottle of sun
cream.

Discover the Gstaad Region Full Day Excursion
Sunday, 26 April 2015, 08:45 – 18:00 –
After a short transfer to Montreux, you
will enjoy a unique train ride on the
GoldenPass with panoramic views all
the way to Gstaad. Upon arrival, you
will be picked up by horse-drawn carriages. In this traditional Swiss village,

you will learn to appreciate important
branches of the region’s industry such
as craftsmanship, alpine farming, cattle-breeding and cheese production.
Visit a local farm to meet local farmers in their home. Let yourself be immersed in a world of wonder.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

GGI Geneva Group International AG
Schaffhauserstrasse 550
8052 Zurich
Switzerland
T: +41 44 256 18 18
E: info@ggi.com

ggi.com
ggiforum.com
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