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I. ACCOUNTING 
 

 

1. European Commission welcomes European Court of Auditors annual report 

for the budget 2013 

The European Commission welcomed the European Court of Auditors' annual report on the 

management of the EU budget presented on 5 November 2014. It states that in 2013 the error 

rate was 4.7%, compared to 4.8% in 2012. The findings of the Court are particularly 

significant with 2013 being the last year of the 2007-2013 Multiannual Financial Framework 

(MFF), with the volume of payments and the relevant reporting requirements substantially 

higher. New provisions have been put in place to further reduce the risk of errors under the 

current MFF 2014-2020. The corrective measures are tougher, the indicators for performance 

are improved, and the rules for beneficiaries are simpler. The result should be an even better 

delivery of the EU budget for its citizens.  

Links: Q&A on the Annual report of the European Court of Auditors and European 

Commission Vice President Kristalina Georgieva's Speech before the European Parliament 

Committee on Budgetary Control. 

 

2. European Commission assesses economic consequences of country-by-

country reporting requirements set out in Capital Requirements Directive  

On 30 October 2014 the European Commission adopted a report containing a general 

assessment of the economic consequences of country-by-country reporting (CBCR) by banks 

and investment firms under Article 89 of Directive 2013/36/EU (CRD IV). The key objective 

of the Commission's report is to assess whether CBCR leads to significant negative economic 

effects. The report, which draws on the results of a public consultation , a round table (and an 

external study , explains that stakeholders expect CBCR to have some positive impact on the 

transparency and accountability of, and on public confidence in, the European financial 

sector. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1229_en.htm?locale=en 

 

3. Implementing the EU New Accounting Directive 

The European Commission reminds on its website that the Member States have until 20 

July 2015 to comply with the new Accounting Directive 2013/34/EU which entered into 

force on 20 July 2013, replacing the so called Fourth and Seventh Directives. 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-1420_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1421_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1421_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1229&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1229&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:176:0338:0436:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/2014/country-by-country-crd4/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/company/modern/corporate_governance_in_financial_institutions_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1229_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/accounting/sme_accounting/review_directives/index_en.htm
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II. BANKING: 

1. Commissioner Jonathan Hill welcomes the European Central Bank's new role 

as Single Supervisor in the Banking Union 

On 4 November 2014, the European Central Bank (ECB) assumed full responsibility as the 

Single Supervisor in the Banking Union. Commenting, Commissioner Jonathan Hill said: 

“Today marks the next step towards a fully operational banking union. Building on last 

week’s stress test results which highlighted the credibility of the ECB, the Single Supervisor 

will now ensure the day-to-day surveillance of banks in the eurozone, helping to keep the 

European banking sector safe and remaining alert to new risks emerging. Greater confidence 

in European banks will encourage affordable lending to the wider economy, to households 

and SMEs. We also need to complete the Banking Union with the Single Resolution 

Mechanism: the Commission has made proposals for the Single Resolution Fund and the 

Single Resolution Board is being set up.”  

Link: The full statement is available online.  

 

2. Statement by the European Commission on the publication of the results of 

the EU wide stress test by the Authority European Banking and the 

comprehensive assessment by the European Central Bank  

On 26 October 2014 the European Commission welcomed the publication of the results of 

the EU-wide stress test and the comprehensive assessment, which represent the most intense 

scrutiny that banks have ever undergone in Europe. The process of repairing the EU banking 

system is ongoing and these current results allow remaining vulnerabilities to be identified. 

Where banks do not hold enough capital, measures must be taken in the coming weeks. The 

European Commission will insist on the successful completion of this process in order to 

fully restore confidence in European banks so that they can again provide affordable lending 

to the real economy, to households and SMEs in particular. The Commission will also ensure 

that EU rules for banks are respected, in particular in respect of state-aid rules. The response 

to the stress test results in the eurozone marks the start of an operational Banking Union as 

the new Single Supervisor, the ECB, now has a full picture of the banks it will directly 

supervise as of 4 November.  

Link: https://www.eba.europa.eu/risk-analysis-and-data/eu-wide-stress-testing/2014 

https://www.eba.europa.eu/risk-analysis-and-data/eu-wide-stress-testing/2014/results 

 

3. List of eurozone systemic banks  

The European Central Bank published the final list of eurozone banks of systemic importance. 

The list: https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/other/ssm-

listofsupervisedentities1409en.pdf?59d76de0c5663687f594250ebf228c6b 

Background: https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2014/html/pr140904_2.en.html 

https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ssm/list/html/index.en.html 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-1360_en.htm
https://www.eba.europa.eu/risk-analysis-and-data/eu-wide-stress-testing/2014
https://www.eba.europa.eu/risk-analysis-and-data/eu-wide-stress-testing/2014/results
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/other/ssm-listofsupervisedentities1409en.pdf?59d76de0c5663687f594250ebf228c6b
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/other/ssm-listofsupervisedentities1409en.pdf?59d76de0c5663687f594250ebf228c6b
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2014/html/pr140904_2.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ssm/list/html/index.en.html
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III. COMPETITION, MERGER AND ACQUISITION  
 

1. Antitrust: European Commission welcomes Council adoption of Directive on 

antitrust damages actions 

The European Commission welcomed the formal adoption by the EU Council of Ministers of 

a Commission proposal for a Directive on antitrust damages actions on 10 November 2014. 

The Directive will help citizens and companies claim damages if they are victims of 

infringements of EU antitrust rules, such as cartels or abuses of dominant market positions. 

Among other things, it will give victims easier access to evidence they need to prove the 

damage suffered and more time to make their claims.  

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1580_en.htm 

 

2. Cartels: new rules on demage claims for  victims 

The Council adopted a new regulation on 10 November 2014 to facilitate demage claims of 

victims of antitrust violations. The new directive will harmonise and ensure the effective 

enforcement of antitrust demages rules within the EU, allowing the victims of a cartel to 

receive full compensation for both the actual loss suffered and for lost profits. 

Link: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/145702.pdf 

 

3. Antitrust: Commission seeks feedback on commitments from Skyteam 

airline alliance members Air France/KLM, Alitalia and Delta concerning 

transatlantic cooperation  

According to its announcement on 21 October 2014, the European Commission has invited 

interested third parties to comment on commitments proposed by Air France/KLM, Alitalia 

and Delta to address concerns that their transatlantic cooperation may harm competition for 

premium passengers on the Paris-New York route and for all passengers on the Amsterdam-

New York and Rome-New York routes, in breach of EU antitrust rules. The three airlines 

have offered to make landing and take-off slots available at both ends of the Amsterdam-New 

York and Rome-New York routes to facilitate the market entry of competitors. They are also 

prepared to enter into agreements which would enable competitors to offer tickets on their 

flights and facilitate access to connecting traffic, as well as to provide access to their frequent 

flyer programmes on all three routes. If the market test confirms that the proposed 

commitments remedy the competition concerns, the Commission may make them legally 

binding on the companies. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1184_en.htm?locale=en 

 

 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1580_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/145702.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1184&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1184&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1184&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1184_en.htm?locale=en
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IV. DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 

1. EU requested WTO consultations with Russia over excessive import duties  

The European Union requested on 31 October 2014 consultations with Russia in respect of 

import duties for paper products, refrigerators and palm oil. The EU takes this first step in the 

dispute settlement procedure in response to the violation by Russia of its obligations under the 

World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

Link: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1187 

 

2. Implementing dispute settlement policy in trade issues 

The International Trade Rules Enforcement Regulation  lays down, as of July 2014, the new 

internal rules allowing for more effective enforcement of international trade agreements. 

Where a third country has not complied with its international obligations, the Commission can 

adopt commercial policy measures restricting access to the EU market of goods or services 

supplied by that third country until such time as compliance with the relevant international 

trade rules is achieved 

The Trade Barriers Regulation permits EU companies to request that the Commission conduct 

an investigation into alleged breaches by third countries of international trade rules. For more 

information on TBR complaints . 

 

3.  EU agrees rules to manage investor-state disputes  

The European Union has taken an important step towards creating a comprehensive EU 

investment policy, with the publication of a Regulation setting out a new set of rules to manage 

disputes under the EU's investment agreements with its trading partners.  The rules – set out in 

the Regulation on financial responsibility under future investor-to-state disputes – are a 

necessary component of a common EU investment policy.   

The rules set up the EU's internal framework for managing future investor-state disputes.  They 

define who is best placed to defend the EU’s and Member States’ interests in the event of any 

challenge under investor-to-state dispute (ISDS) in EU trade agreements and the Energy 

Charter Treaty. The rules also establish the principles for allocating any eventual costs or 

compensation.  Member States will defend any challenges to their own measures and the EU 

will defend measures taken at EU level. In all cases, there will be close cooperation and 

transparency within the EU and the EU institutions.EU investment policy: Under the Treaty of 

Lisbon, investment became part of the EU Common Commercial Policy – an exclusive 

competence of the EU.  As a consequence, the European Commission now also negotiates the 

investment component of trade agreements on behalf of the European Union.  

Although the Regulation entered into force on 17th September 2014, the rules would 
only be applied once actual investor-state disputes under EU agreements with an 
ISDS mechanism arise.  

Link: Regulation on financial responsibility under future investor-to-state disputes  

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1187
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2014:189:FULL&from=EN
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/150984.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/951&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/951&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2014.257.01.0121.01.ENG
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2014:189:FULL&from=EN
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/150984.htm
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V. ECONOMY, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

1.  An EU industrial policy fit for the 21st century 

European Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs Elżbieta 

Bieńkowska outlined her "modern, pragmatic yet focused" industrial strategy at an EPC-

EESC conference in Brussels on 12 November 2014. She said: "Raising industry’s share of 

EU GDP towards 20% is not a goal in itself. The goal is to keep and create high-value jobs. 

This is the condition to improve productivity and manufacturing in Europe." Commissioner 

Bieńkowska addressed a number of areas where concrete measures are needed, with a focus 

on the internal market for services, public procurement, intellectual property, and a favourable 

business environment. The Commissioner also announced that she will launch specific 

initiatives in the automotive, chemicals, defense, construction and space sectors.  

Link: The speech is available online. 

 

2. 2014 Autumn Economic forecast: slow recovery with very low inflation 

On 4 November 2014 Vice President Katainen and Commissioner Moscovici presented the 

2014 Autumn forecast. It projects weak economic growth for the rest of this year in both the 

EU and the euro area. Real GDP growth is expected to reach 1.3% in the EU and 0.8% in the 

euro area for 2014 as a whole. Growth is expected to rise slowly in the course of 2015, to 

1.5% and 1.1% respectively, on the back of improving foreign and domestic demand. An 

acceleration of economic activity to 2.0% and 1.7% respectively in 2016 is expected to be 

driven by the strengthening of the financial sector (following the comprehensive assessment 

by the European Central Bank and further progress towards the Banking Union), as well as 

recent structural reforms starting to bear fruit.  

Links: Find the 2014 autumn forecast and the accompanying press release online. 

 

3. The EU at the G20 Summit in Brisbane, Australia – Supporting global 

recovery 

On the 15 and 16  November  2014,  European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 

and European Council President Herman Van Rompuy participated in the 9th edition of the 

G20 summit in the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, Brisbane, Australia. The 

European Union's views on the key issues on the summit agenda are reflected in the joint 

letter by the two Presidents to EU Heads of State and Government of 21 October 2014.  

Links: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1523_en.htm  

G20 Leaders Communique at the Brisbone Summit: 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/145770.pdf 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1680_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/eu/forecasts/2014_autumn_forecast_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1362_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/president/news/archives/2014/10/images/letter-oct-council_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/president/news/archives/2014/10/images/letter-oct-council_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1523_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/145770.pdf
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 A new brochure published on 10 November 2014, by the European Commission provided 

facts and figures ahead of the meeting. The brochure is available online.  

 

4. October 2014: Economic Sentiment picks up in both the euro area and the 

EU  

In October, after four months of stagnation or decline, the Economic Sentiment Indicator 

(ESI) picked up in both the euro area (by 0.8 points to 100.7) and the EU (by 0.5 points to 

104.0). The euro-area indicator thereby went back to just above its long-term average of 100. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1230_en.htm?locale=en 

 

5. Business Climate Indicator broadly stable in October  

In October 2014 the Business Climate Indicator (BCI) for the euro area remained virtually 

unchanged at +0.05. Managers' production expectations as well as their evaluation of overall 

and export order books brightened, while their assessment of the stocks of finished products 

and past production remained broadly stable. The BCI is based on a factor analysis of the 

euro area aggregate balances (seasonally adjusted) of five of the monthly questions in the 

industry survey (only employment and selling-price expectations are excluded). 

Link: 

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/db_indicators/surveys/documents/2014/bci_2014_10_en.pdf 

 

VI. ENERGY, RENEWABLE ENERGY 

1.  Joint Statement by the President of the European Council Herman Van Rompuy 

and European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker on the US-China climate 

announcement 

Council President Rompuy and Commission President Juncker welcomed the announcement 

on 12 November 2014, by the Presidents of the United States and China on their respective 

post-2020 actions on climate change. 

Link: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/145718.pdf 

 

2. Breakthrough: 4,6 billion dollar deal secures gas for Ukraine and EU  

After seven rounds of gas negotiations, talks moderated by Günther H. Oettinger, Vice-

President of the European Commission, on 30 October 2014 yielded finally a breakthrough: 

A 4,6 billion dollar winter package, agreed by Russia and Ukraine, secures gas for Ukraine - 

and ultimately also for Europe.  

http://www.ec.europa.eu/priorities/docs/g20-brisbane_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1230&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1230&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1230_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1231&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/db_indicators/surveys/documents/2014/bci_2014_10_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/145718.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1238&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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The winter package consists of two documents:  

¶ A binding protocol, signed by the European Commission (Vice-President 

Oettinger), the Russian Federation (Energy Minister Alexander Novak) and 

Ukraine (Energy Minister Yuri Prodan) 

¶ An addendum to the existing gas supply contract, signed by Gazprom of Russia 

(CEO Alexey Miller) and Naftogaz of Ukraine (CEO Andriy Kobolyev) 

 
Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1238_en.htm?locale=en  

 

3.  Climate Action: EU continues to reduce emissions and will overachieve its 

2020 target  

As announced on 28 October 2014 the greenhouse gas emissions in the EU have reached 

their lowest levels since 1990 in 2013, falling by 1.8% compared to 2012, according to 

estimates in the annual Progress Report of European Commission and European 

Environmental Agency. This puts Europe well on track to reach and overachieve the 20% 

target by 2020. It also shows that the EU is ready to step up its act and reach at least 40% by 

2030, as agreed by EU leaders last week. It is also encouraging news that Member States are 

investing most of their current revenues from the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) for 

climate related purposes, exceeding the 50% level recommended in the EU ETS Directive.  

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1202_en.htm?locale=en 

 

VII. FINANCES 

1. Capital Markets Union: Finance serving the economy 

European Commissioner Hill on 6 November 2014 opened in Brussels the High Level 

conference Finance for growth – Towards a Capital Markets Union by presenting his 

priorities as Commissioner responsible for Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital 

Markets Union. The conference addressed the following issues: how to kick-start growth, how 

to bring together public and private funding, how to increase the options businesses have for 

financing and how to get our economies back on track for the longer term. 

 Commissioner Hill underlined: "Good regulation underpins financial stability. It was a lack 

of regulation that contributed to the financial crisis. But right now, there is something else that 

threatens financial stability: lack of growth. President Juncker has rightly put jobs and growth 

at the top of his priorities. Therefore, as Commissioner, I will be looking at everything I do 

through the prism of jobs and growth. […] It is in all our interests to have a successful, 

competitive financial services sector. We do not make our economy stronger by making our 

financial services weaker. I want financial services to be seen as part of the economic 

mainstream, not cut off from society at large. […] I will be bringing forward proposals to 

deliver a Capital Markets Union; a project for all 28 EU Member States. 

Link to Commissioner Hill: full speech is available online.  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1238_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1202&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1202&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1202_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/conferences/2014/1106-finance-growth/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/conferences/2014/1106-finance-growth/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1460_en.htm
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2. First 'equivalence' decisions for central counterparty regulatory regimes 

adopted   

The European Commission on 30 October 2014 adopted its first 'equivalence' decisions for 

the regulatory regimes of central counterparties (CCPs) in Australia, Hong Kong, Japan and 

Singapore. The CCPs in these third country jurisdictions will be able to obtain recognition in 

the EU, and can therefore be used by market participants to clear standardised OTC 

derivatives as required by EU legislation, whilst remaining subject solely to the regulation 

and supervision of their home jurisdiction. Although rules may differ in the detail, 

international regulators are pursuing the same objectives to promote financial stability by 

promoting the use of CCPs that are subject to robust prudential requirements. Through the 

use of deference, as agreed by the G20, regulatory gaps, duplication, conflicts and 

inconsistencies which can lead to regulatory arbitrage and market fragmentation are limited. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1228_en.htm?locale=en 

 

3. State aid: Commission approves creation of Portuguese development 

financial institution  

The European Commission announced on 28 October 2014 that it has concluded that 

Portuguese plans for setting up a financial institution (the Instituição Financeira de 

Desenvolvimento, IFD), were in line with EU state aid rules. The IFD, funded by the 

Portuguese state and European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF), will manage holding 

or specialised funds and provide SMEs with access to funding on a co-investment basis with 

private investors. In particular, the Commission found that the measure would address market 

failures that hamper SMEs access to finance, without unduly distorting competition in the 

Single Market. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1214_en.htm?locale=en 

 

VIII. INNOVATION 

1.  ERA Progress Report 2014 

The conditions for the completion of the European Research Area, as requested by the 

European Council (Member States are adopting the necessary reforms, research stakeholders 

are implementing the ERA actions, the Commission increased its support to ERA through 

Horizon 2020 and the monitoring mechanism has been agreed and established) are now in 

place. The ERA Progress report 2014 presents the areas where further effort is needed. 

Links: http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/eraprogress_en.htm 

ERA Facts and Figures 2014" . 

You can download the document which presents the "Communication from the Commission 

to the Council and the European Parliament on the Progress Report 2014" . 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1228&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1228&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1228_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1214&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1214&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1214_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/eraprogress_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/pdf/era_progress_report2014/era_facts&figures_2014.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/pdf/era_progress_report2014/era_progress_report_2014_communication.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/pdf/era_progress_report2014/era_progress_report_2014_communication.pdf
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2.   Innovation Union Scoreboard 2014: EU more innovative but the differences 

between Member States are still high and diminish only slowly 

The EU and all EU Member States have become more innovative in recent years. As a result, 

the EU has closed half of the innovation gap towards the US. However, the differences in the 

innovation performance within the EU are still very high and diminish only slowly. The 

innovation gap widens at regional level where the innovation performance has worsened in 

almost one fifth of EU regions according to the Regional Innovation Scoreboard 2014, which 

complement the IUS 2014. 

Links: Innovation Union Scoreboard 2014 [14 MB]  

The executive summary [195 KB] 

of the Innovation Union Scoreboard 2014 is available in 23 EU official 

languages by clicking on the little box. 

 

IX. INSTITUTIONAL ISSUES 

1.  Juncker Commission takes office 

The Juncker Commission officially started its term of office on 1 November 2014 which will 

run until 31 October 2019. On this occasion, European Commission President Jean-Claude 

Juncker said: "Thanks to the democratic support of European citizens, the European 

Parliament and Heads of State and government, today the new Commission takes office. Now 

it's time to roll up the sleeves and get down to work. Europe's challenges cannot wait. As of 

today, my team and I will work hard to deliver Europe the new start we have promised. 

Together with a strong and experienced team I look forward to deliver for Europe during the 

next five years." 

Links: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1237_en.htm  and  press release.  

The new European Commission website is online: http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm.  

 

2. Setting Europe in Motion: President-elect Juncker's Main Messages from 

his speech before the European Parliament  

Speaking before the European Parliament plenary on 22 October 2014, ahead of the vote on 

the Juncker Commission, President-elect Jean-Claude Juncker said: "Citizens are losing faith, 

extremists on the left and right are nipping at our heels, our competitors are taking liberties. It 

is time we breathed a new lease of life into the European project. Huge challenges await us. It 

is up to us to shape these challenges. If we want a role to play in the future we have to play it 

now. It is up to us to ensure that the handwriting of the European Social Model is clearly 

visible in everything we do. Because Europe is the protective shield for all of us who can call 

this magnificent continent their home. I stand here in front of you, in this House that is the 

beacon of European democracy, and call upon you to set Europe in motion again." 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/regional-innovation/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1237_en.htm
http://www.elections2014.eu/resources/library/media/20141028RES76402/20141028RES76402.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1237_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1237_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/14/705&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/14/705&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_bg.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_cs.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_da.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_de.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_et.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_el.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_es.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_fr.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_hr.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_it.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_lv.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_lt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_hu.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_mt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_nl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_pl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_pt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_ro.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_sk.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_sl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_fi.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/files/ius/ius-2014-summary_sv.pdf
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Read the President-elect's main messages in 22 languages here: SPEECH/14/705  

The plenary vote by the European Parliament on the Juncker Commission resulted in 423 in 

favour, 209 against with 67 abstention. The convincing support has been ensured by the 

unequivocal support of the major fractions in the EP, namely EPP, S and D and ALDE. 

 

3. The ten main policy areas of the new European Commission 

The ten main policy areas of the new European Commission as described in the speech of 

President-elect of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker at his election in the 

European Parliament in Strasbourg: „A New Start for Europe: My Agenda for Jobs, Growth, 

Fairness and Democratic Changeò: 

Link: http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/political-guidelines-short_en.pdf 

Political guidelines for the new European Commission (full text): 

Link: http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/pg_en.pdf 

 

4. The list of Commissioners, photos, Mission letters 

Link: http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/commissioners-designate/index_en.htm 

 

5. The new structure of the new European Commission 

Link:  http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/structure/index_en.htm 

 

6. New Spokesperson’s Service of the European Commission 

The full list of the members of the new Spokesperson’s Service is available here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/communication/about/contact_us/ec_spokespersons/index_en.htm  

 

X. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

1.  Workshops on key economic issues regarding the enforcement of IPR in the 

EU 

With Directive 2004/48/EC on the enforcement of intellectual property rights and the 

Commission proposal for a Directive on trade secrets the European Union has set the 

framework for civil redress against the infringement and misappropriation of intellectual 

property (IP) within the EU. However, the dynamic evolution of the markets on which ideas, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/14/705
http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/political-guidelines-short_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/pg_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/commissioners-designate/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/structure/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/communication/about/contact_us/ec_spokespersons/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/directive/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/trade_secrets/index_en.htm
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technologies and innovations associated with IP are developed and traded requires careful 

monitoring. 

While the European Commission disposes of procedures and tools for the monitoring of 

existing EU law and the in-depth analysis of potential problems, it seeks to establish closer 

links with experts and researchers in the field in order to proactively screen developments in 

the area of IP and their likely economic impacts. 

a.) To this aim, the European Commission is establishing a list of economists, researchers 

and experts specialised in the economics of IP. On the basis of this list, the Commission 

will invite experts in the respective area to thematic workshops to discuss issues which are 

considered relevant for the economic context of IP. 

Should you be interested and qualified, please indicate your interest using the link below. 

Call for expression of interest (118 KB)    

This call is still open and will remain so. Interested experts are invited to provide the relevant 

information as specified in the above Call for expression of interest. Junior researchers are 

explicitly encouraged to do so. 

b.) Workshops on economic issues 

¶ Workshop on the concepts of “commercial scale” and “commercial purpose” in 

the context of IP infringements – 19.09.2014  

The Commission held the first economic workshop on 19 September to discuss the concepts 

of “commercial scale” and “commercial purpose” in the context of IP infringements. 

Participants were selected from the list mentioned above 

¶ More information on the first economic workshop (114 KB)    

¶ Summary of the workshop (49 KB)   (19.09.2014) 

¶ A second workshop will take place in the first quarter of 2015. Further information 

will be published in due course. 

 

2. Copyright 

The online EU-wide database for Orphan Works was launched on 28 October 2014. The 

database has been established and is managed by the by the Office for Harmonization in the 

Internal Market (OHIM) on the basis of the Orphan Works Directive.  

Link: More information about the database can be found on the web site of the OHIM. 

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/docs/workshops/140603-call-for-expression-of-interest_en.pdf
javascript:void(0)
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/docs/workshops/140919-workshop_en.pdf
javascript:void(0)
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/docs/workshops/140919-workshop-commercial-scale-summary_en.pdf
javascript:void(0)
https://oami.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/web/observatory/orphan-works-database
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/docs/workshops/140603-call-for-expression-of-interest_en.pdf
javascript:void(0)
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/docs/workshops/140919-workshop_en.pdf
javascript:void(0)
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/iprenforcement/docs/workshops/140919-workshop-commercial-scale-summary_en.pdf
javascript:void(0)
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XI. INVESTMENT 
 

1. Transparency rules for investment products adopted by the Council 

The regulation is part of a package of measures to boost consumer trust in financial markets. 

Link: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/145704.pdf 

 

2. European leaders support incoming Commission’s investment plans; 

highlight need to implement agreed initiatives for jobs, growth and 

competitiveness 

 

At the European Council and Euro Area Summit meetings on 23-24 October, EU leaders 

noted the importance of investment and supported the incoming Commission's intention to 

launch an initiative mobilising EUR 300 billion in additional public and private investment 

over the period 2015-2017. They also announced their support for the establishment of a 

Task Force that is to identify concrete actions to boost investment. Leaders also underlined 

the need for prompt implementation of the orientations set out in the “Strategic Agenda for 

the Union in Times of Change”, in particular those related to jobs, growth, and 

competitiveness. They invited the Commission, the Council and the Member States to 

translate these orientations into concrete policy actions. EU leaders noted that progress 

towards European integration, most importantly the establishment of the banking union, has 

contributed to a significant improvement in financial market conditions. The European 

Council formally appointed the new European Commission. 

 

3. EU and Singapore conclude investment talks  

As announced on 17 October 2014, the European Union (EU) and Singapore have concluded 

the negotiations of the investment part of the EU-Singapore Free Trade Agreement 

(EUSFTA). This marks the successful conclusion of the negotiations of the entire EUSFTA, 

following the initialling of the other parts of the agreement in September 2013.  

 

4. European Commission and data industry launch €2.5 billion partnership to 

master big data  

The European Commission and Europe's data industry have committed to invest €2.5 billion 

in a public-private partnership (PPP) that aims to strengthen the data sector and put Europe at 

the forefront of the global data race. EU has earmarked over €500 million of investment over 

5 years (2016-2020) from Horizon 2020 which private partners are expected to match at least 

four times over (€2 billion). See also MEMO/14/583  . 

Links: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1129_en.htm?locale=en 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-583_en.htm 

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/145704.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/priorities/index_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/143477.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/143477.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1172&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1129&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1129&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-583_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1129_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-583_en.htm
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XII. LABOUR 
 

1. Draft Joint Employment Report published 

The European Commission published on 13 November 2014 the Draft Joint Employment 

Report accompanying the Communication on the Annual Growth Survey 2014. 

Link: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=81&langId=en 

 

2. September 2014: Euro area unemployment rate at 11.5%, EU28 at 

10.1%; Commissioner Andor's comments  

The euro area (EA18) seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate was 11.5% in September 2014, 

stable compared with August 2014, but down from 12.0% in September 2013. The EU28 

unemployment rate was 10.1% in September 2014, also stable compared with August 2014 

and down from 10.8% in September 2013. These figures were published by Eurostat, the 

statistical office of the European Union on 31 October 2014. 

European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion László Andor 

commented: 

"September 2014 figures show that unemployment in Europe continues to slightly decrease, 

but still remains far too high: over 24.5 million jobseekers cannot find a job, including 

almost 5 million youngsters under 25. Europe desperately needs more aggregate demand. 

The €300 billion EU investment plan that the next European Commission will propose 

shortly will help, but we also need higher wages in countries with large current account 

surpluses appropriate monetary policy and lower taxation of low-paid labour. Strong 

employment policies such as the Youth Guarantee, hiring subsidies and investment in skills 

are also important to boost employment. Reform of the Economic and Monetary Union must 

continue in order to allow the eurozone countries to better address asymmetric shocks, 

notably with more counter-cyclical remedies." 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STAT-14-166_en.htm?locale=en 

 

3. European Commission to press for adequate funding for jobs at Milan 

employment summit  

EC President Barroso pressed Prime Ministers of the EU Member States to live up to their 

budget commitments at a special summit on employment in Milan on 8 October 2014 

organised by the Italian Presidency of the EU's Council of Ministers (see MEMO/14/565  ). 

He underlined the importance of the EU budget to help fund practical and effective ways to 

combat unemployment, in particular youth unemployment, for example through the Youth 

Guarantee, to which all Member States have signed up. Commissioner for Employment 

Andor, discussed ways to further accelerate implementation of the Youth Guarantee.  

The EU's main fund to help Member States to tackle unemployment is the European Social 
Fund (ESF), worth over €10 billion every year. Member States are planning to spend over 

€40 billion from the ESF in the 2014-20 period on measures to support implementation of the 

Youth Guarantee (including access to employment, improving public employment services 

and education). The Youth Employment Initiative (YEI), worth €6.4 billion in 2014-15, is 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=81&langId=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/14/166&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/14/166&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STAT-14-166_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/14/565&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/14/565&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-565_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1079&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp
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available to top-up ESF money in Member States where regional youth unemployment rates 

exceed 25% (currently 20 countries), to help implement the Youth Guarantee. 

Link: European Commission to press for adequate funding for jobs at Milan 

employment summit  

 

XIII. MIGRATION 
 

1.  Migration and migrant population statistics - Statistics Explained 

Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union published its latest analisys on migration 

and migrant population statistics on 4 November 2014. This article presents European Union 

(EU) statistics on international migration, population stocks of national and foreign (non-

national) citizens. 

Link: 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Migration_and_migrant_populatio

n_statistics 

 

2. The Triton operation started on November 1st 2014 as scheduled  

„Triton is a tool the European commission has made available to Italian authorities upon their 

demand and according to their specific requests for equipment and human resources. It will 

not affect the Italian responsibilities in controlling its part of the EU's external borders and its 

obligations to guarantee search and rescue at sea according to international and EU 

obligations. In order to be successful, these efforts at sea need to be complemented by other 

measures. It is vital that EU states now fully implement the Common European Asylum 

System, and that a serious effort will be made to establish a truly European program for the 

resettlement of refugees."  

Link to the full statement STATEMENT/14/346  and MEMO/14/609  are available. 

(Full Statement by Commissioner Malmström on operation Triton: STATEMENT/14/302 , 

Details on Frontex Joint Operation 'Triton' – Concerted efforts to manage migration in the 

Central Mediterranean: MEMO/14/566 ) 

 

3. Launch of European Migration Forum  

On 15 October 2014 the European Commission announced the launch of the European 

Migration Forum. In 2009, the European Commission together with the European Economic 

and Social Committee launched the European Integration Forum, a platform for dialogue with 

civil society on issues related to integration of third-country nationals. Since, the Forum has 

met twice a year and discussed different subjects focusing on migrant integration. This year, it 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/14/565&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/14/565&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-346_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-609_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STATEMENT/14/302
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/14/566
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was decided to extend the scope of the Forum to cover more topics related to immigration and 

asylum that would benefit from a discussion with civil society. 

The first meeting of the new European Migration Forum will take place on 26-27 January 

2015, and will ask for contribution of the civil society to address the migratory flows in the 

Mediterranean, from the situation of migrants in the countries of origin and transit before 

departure, to their journey and their reception once arrived to the EU. During the last year, the 

number of migrants who attempted to cross the Mediterranean on unseaworthy vessels and 

risked their lives to reach Europe, very often seeking international protection, has 

significantly increased, while the conditions of travel have worsened. Migrants face severe 

violation of human rights by the criminals who organize the journeys, and sometimes death. 

The magnitude of the phenomenon requires new resources and solutions to ensure an 

appropriate management of these migratory flows, responding fully to the humanitarian 

emergencies while maintaining fair and effective migration and asylum systems. 

Link: European Migration Forum [385 KB]  

 

4. Asylum, Migration, Integration – EU Funds for the period 2014-2020 

Although the movements of persons into, out of and within each EU State vary, European 

societies share similar migration opportunities and challenges. Adequate, flexible and 

coherent financial resources are essential for strengthening the area of freedom, security and 

justice and for developing the common Union policy on asylum and immigration based on 

solidarity between EU States and towards non-EU countries. In order to promote the efficient 

management of migration flows and the implementation, strengthening and development of a 

common Union approach to asylum and immigration, the Asylum, Migration and Integration 

Fund (AMIF) has been set up for the period 2014-20, with a total of EUR 3.1 billion for the 

seven years. 

(For the period 2007-13, almost EUR 4 billion was allocated for the management of the 

Union's external borders and for the implementation of common asylum and immigration 

policies through the General Programme “Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows” 

(SOLID). This General Programme consisted of four instruments: External Borders Fund 

(EBF), European Return Fund (RF), European Refugee Fund (ERF) and European Fund for 

the Integration of third-country nationals (EIF).) 

Further useful links: 

 Internal Security Strategy,  

law enforcement cooperation   

 management of the Union's external borders.  

ISF-Police 

ISF-Borders  

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/docs/20141015_info_mig_forum_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-borders/asylum-migration-integration-fund/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-borders/asylum-migration-integration-fund/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-borders/external-borders-fund/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-borders/return-fund/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-borders/refugee-fund/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-borders/integration-fund/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-borders/integration-fund/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/internal-security/internal-security-strategy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/police-cooperation/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/security-and-safeguarding-liberties/internal-security-fund-borders/index_en.htm
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XIV. REAL ESTATE 
 

1. Real Estate Activity statistics 

Link: 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Real_estate_activity_statistics_-

_NACE_Rev._2 

 

2.  Second quarter of 2014 compared with second quarter of 2013: House 

prices stable in the euro area - Up by 1.7% in the EU  

House prices, as measured by the House Price Index (HPI), remained stable in the euro area 

and rose by 1.7% in the EU in the second quarter of 2014 compared with the same quarter of 

the previous year. These figures announced on 9 October 2014, come from Eurostat, the 

statistical office of the European Union. Compared with the first quarter of 2014, house 

prices rose by 0.9% in the euro area and by 1.4% in the EU in the second quarter of 2014. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STAT-14-151_en.htm?locale=en 

 

3.  Merger: European Commission clears acquisition of a real estate 

portfolio by AXA and Hammerson  

The European Commission on 16 October 2014 approved under the EU Merger Regulation 

the acquisition of a real estate portfolio located in Bristol, United Kingdom, by AXA of 

France and Hammerson of the UK. AXA is a global insurance group which also operates in 

investment management. Hammerson develops, rents and operates its own commercial real 

estate. The target portfolio comprises a shopping centre and other residential and retail assets, 

including a multi-storey car park and surrounding land in the centre of Bristol. The 

Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition would not raise competition concerns 

because of its small impact on the market structure. The transaction was examined under the 

simplified merger review procedure. More information is available on the Commission's 

competition  website, in the public case register under the case number M.7372 .  

 

XV. TAX 

1. European Commissioner Moscovici on "The battle against tax fraud and tax 

evasion" 

On 12 November 2014 European Commissioner Moscovici addressed the European 

Parliament on the ambitious European Commission’s agenda to fight against tax fraud tax 

evasion and aggressive tax planning. He presented the tools that are already available at EU 

level and he confirmed the strong commitment of the European Commission to put this 

agenda forward. In particular, “in line with the mandate given to me by President Juncker, I 

will give high priority to advancing the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base proposal 

(CCCTB).This proposal is not a mere technical one. Far from it. The CCCTB could 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Real_estate_activity_statistics_-_NACE_Rev._2
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Real_estate_activity_statistics_-_NACE_Rev._2
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/14/151&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/14/151&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STAT-14-151_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_7372


21 
 

fundamentally change the corporate tax environment in Europe, ensuring a closer link 

between taxation and economic activity and shutting off major channels of avoidance.“ He 

also confirmed that the European Commission decided to further enhance tax transparency, 

including through more information exchange and enhanced transparency on tax rulings.  

Link: The full speech is available online 

 

2. Taxation: Commission presents options for simpler and more robust 

future VAT regime  

Ideas on how to ensure a simpler, more effective and more fraud-proof VAT system tailored 

to the Single Market in the EU have been outlined in a paper published by the European 

Commission on 30 October 2014. The aim is to create a “definitive VAT regime”, to replace 

the temporary and out-dated VAT system, which has been in place in the EU for over 2 

decades. The future VAT regime should better meet the needs of businesses in the Single 

Market and be less susceptible to fraud than today’s system is. The Commission services 

document, which follows extensive consultations with Member States and stakeholders, sets 

out five options for shaping the future VAT regime. For more information, see the press 

release IP/14/1216  and the FAQ MEMO/14/607   

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1216_en.htm?locale=en 

 

3.  Taxation: Study confirms billions lost in VAT Gap  

An estimated €177 billion in VAT revenues was lost due to non-compliance or non-

collection in 2012, according to the latest VAT Gap study published by the European 

Commission on 23 October 2014. This equates to 16% of total expected VAT revenue of 26 

Member States. The VAT Gap study sets out detailed data on the difference between the 

amount of VAT due and the amount actually collected in 26 Member States in 2012. It also 

includes updated figures for the period 2009-11, to reflect a refinement of the methodology 

used. The main trends in the VAT Gap are also presented, along with an analysis of the 

impact that the economic climate and policy decisions had on VAT revenues. For more 

information, see IP/14/1187  and MEMO/14/602  . 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1187_en.htm?locale=en 

 

4. Commissioner Šemeta welcomes signature of agreement on automatic tax 

information exchange  

On 29 October 2014, Finance Ministers from 50 countries and jurisdictions signed a 

Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement on the implementation of the Global Standard 

for the automatic exchange of financial account information. "this signature is an important 

joint effort by many in creating a fairer, more appropriate tax environment worldwide", 

Algirdas Šemeta, EU Commissioner for Taxation, said. He stressed that "the European Union 

has been a pioneer and a leader in the use of automatic exchange of information to prevent 

tax evasion.  

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-342_en.htm?locale=en 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1720_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1216&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1216&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1216_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-607_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1216_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1187&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1187_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-602_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1187_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STATEMENT/14/342&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STATEMENT/14/342&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-342_en.htm?locale=en
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5. State aid: Commission decisions to open investigations into transfer pricing 

arrangements on corporate taxation of Starbucks (The Netherlands) 

The European Commission published on 14 November 2014 the non-confidential version of 

the decision taken on 11 June 2014 to open an in-depth investigation into transfer pricing 

arrangements on corporate taxation of Starbucks in The Netherlands The decision is available 

under the case number  SA.38374 on the competition website. 

Link: see IP/14/663 

 

XVI. TRADE, FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS 

1. European Commission welcomes breakthrough in trade talks on Information 

Technology 

The US and China announced progress in solving remaining issues concerning the expansion 

of the Information Technology Agreement (ITA), a trade negotiation between 54 countries 

and of high importance to the EU. The European Commission on 11 November 2014 

welcomed the breakthrough in trade talks on Information Technology. 

The EU has been a constructive participant in the negotiations all along, and will continue 

working with the US, China and other participants of the trade talks to finalise the agreement 

and ensure the largest possible participation of other countries. 

Link: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1193 

 

2. EU strikes a comprehensive trade deal with East African Community  

Negotiators from the EU and the East African Community (EAC) finalised on 17 October 

2014 a new comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between both regions. 

The agreement will provide legal certainty for businesses and open a long-term perspective 

for free and unlimited access to the EU market for products from Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, 

Tanzania and Uganda. "The East African Community region stands out for its dynamism, and 

ambition to develop as an integrated region. The comprehensive partnership agreement we 

have just reached is the best way in which we can support EAC's aspirations", said EU 

Commissioner for Trade Karel De Gucht.  

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1170_en.htm?locale=en 

 

3.  Choice of Court Convention: EU businesses receive a major boost for 

international trade  

EU Justice Ministers on 10 October 2014 approved a decision ratifying the 2005 Choice of 
Court Agreements Convention . The Convention promotes trade by clarifying the rules 

governing international trade disputes, where the parties involved have chosen a competent 

court. "This is the external dimension of 'Justice for Growth': a great example of how justice 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_38374
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/663
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1193
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1170&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1170_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1110&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1110&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.text&cid=98
http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.text&cid=98
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policy serves to boost economic growth and job creation by creating the right conditions for 

European businesses to flourish in their trading with non-European partners," said EU Justice 

Commissioner Martine Reicherts. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1110_en.htm?locale=en 

 

XVII. TRANSATLANTIC TRADE & INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP (TTIP) 
 

1. Report on the 7th Round of the TTIP negotiations published 

The seventh round of the EU - US negotiations on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership (TTIP) agreement took place in Chevy Chase, Maryland from September 29 – 

October 3, 2014. The EU and US negotiating teams, headed by the EU and US chief 

negotiators Ignacio García Bercero and Dan Mullaney at their meeting focused this time on 

the regulatory part of the agreement. The Report on the 7th Round of the TTIP negotiations 

has been recently published. 

Links: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/october/tradoc_152859.pdf 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1158 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/eutn/psendmessage.htm?tranid=10075 

 

2. TTIP negotiating mandate made public 

The European Council on 9 October 2014 published the negotiating directives for talks on an 

EU-US trade agreement, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnerships (TTIP). The 

European Commission is negotiating the agreement on the basis of negotiating directives 

issued by the Council in June 2013. It consults governments, Members of the European 

Parliament (MEPs) and civil society throughout the process. The talks started in July 2013 

and seven rounds of negotiations have been completed so far. 

 

Link: The mandate  (other languages ) 

 

3. List of Lead Negotiators for TTIP 

Link: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/july/tradoc_151668.pdf 

 

4. TTIP – The Regulatory Part 

Link: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/july/tradoc_151605.pdf 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1110_en.htm?locale=en
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/october/tradoc_152859.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1158
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/eutn/psendmessage.htm?tranid=10075
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11103-2013-DCL-1/en/pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/content/out?lang=EN&typ=SET&i=ADV&RESULTSET=1&DOC_ID=11103%2F13&DOS_INTERINST=&DOC_TITLE=&CONTENTS=&DOC_SUBJECT=&DOC_DATE=&document_date_single_comparator=&document_date_single_date=&document_date_from_date=&document_date_to_date=&MEET_DATE=&meeting_date_single_comparator=&meeting_date_single_date=&meeting_date_from_date=&meeting_date_to_date=&DOC_LANCD=ALLLANG&ROWSPP=25&NRROWS=500&ORDERBY=DOC_DATE+DESC
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/july/tradoc_151668.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/july/tradoc_151605.pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11103-2013-DCL-1/en/pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/content/out?lang=EN&typ=SET&i=ADV&RESULTSET=1&DOC_ID=11103/13&DOS_INTERINST=&DOC_TITLE=&CONTENTS=&DOC_SUBJECT=&DOC_DATE=&document_date_single_comparator=&document_date_single_date=&document_date_from_date=&document_date_to_date=&MEET_DATE=&meeting_date_single_comparator=&meeting_date_single_date=&meeting_date_from_date=&meeting_date_to_date=&DOC_LANCD=ALLLANG&ROWSPP=25&NRROWS=500&ORDERBY=DOC_DATE+DESC
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5.TTIP – Advisory Group 

Brief professional CVs,  information on the Members of the Advisory Group for the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) agreement negotiations: 

Link: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/january/tradoc_152102.pdf 

 

XVIII. SPECIFIC FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

1.  Employment: Progress Microfinance loans worth €182 million given to 

over 20,000 entrepreneurs for start-ups and expansion  

More than 20,000 entrepreneurs have already benefited from loans and guarantees worth a 

total of €182 million under the European Progress Microfinance Facility , according to 

the latest European Commission report  about the implementation of this financial 

instrument. In particular, the report finds that Progress Microfinance has significantly 

contributed to job creation, by enabling credit for unemployed or inactive people struggling 

to borrow money from financial institutions. The new microfinance financial instrument set 

to begin in the second half of 2014 under the Programme for Employment and Social 
Innovation (EaSI)  will build on this experience.  

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1178_en.htm?locale=en 

 

2. European Commission welcomes the first investment programmes in 

France worth 2.9 billion in regional investments for 2014-2020 

On 10 November 2014, European Commissioner for Regional Policy, Corina Crețu has 

approved the 2014-2020 'Operational Programmes' for investments from the European 

Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and European Social Fund (ESF) in the French regions 

of Aquitaine, Auvergne, Franche-Comté and Languedoc-Roussillon. Commenting on the 

adoption, Commissioner Crețu said: "We have adopted an important investment package for 

French regions, which will contribute to tackling unemployment, while at the same time 

boosting regional competitiveness and growth. These programmes contribute to European 

goals and to regional innovation strategies by channelling vital funding into R&D and 

innovation – for instance investing in universities and research facilities. By dedicating more 

than 20% of funding to climate change, it is in line with the commitment to move towards a 

low-carbon economy. It will trigger investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency - 

especially in the energy performance of buildings. Overall this will help France and Europe 

reduce energy poverty, create jobs at a local level and reinforce energy security. EU 

investments in Aquitaine, Auvergne, Franche-Comté and Languedoc-Roussillon will be used 

to support small and medium-sized enterprises, helping them to become more resource 

efficient and providing them with much needed liquidity. The regions' young people will also 

benefit greatly from the planned investments in education, vocational training and 

entrepreneurship. These programmes will aim to match skills with labour market demand 

through improved training opportunities and the Youth Employment Initiative". 

 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/january/tradoc_152102.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1178&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1178&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=836
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=2139&furtherNews=yes
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=es&catId=89&newsId=1093
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=es&catId=89&newsId=1093
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1178_en.htm?locale=en
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3. Employment: Commission proposes €33,5 million from the Globalisation 

Fund to help former workers in France, Greece and Poland to find new jobs 

The European Commission proposed o 11 November 2014 to provide France with €25.9 

million, Greece with €6.4 million and Poland with €1.2 million from the European 

Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) to help redundant workers respectively from Air 

France, Fokas department stores and Fiat Auto Poland to adapt their skills and facilitate their 

transition into new jobs. The proposals concern a total of 5,263 workers (3,886 Air France, 

600 Fokas department stores, 777 Fiat Auto Poland). EU Commissioner for Employment, 

Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility Marianne Thyssen commented: "Many sectors and 

industries in Europe are going through major structural changes, as a consequence of 

globalisation. The European Globalisation Fund is a concrete expression of European 

solidarity. It will continue to help Member States to re-integrate people who have lost their 

job into the labour market and support them to adapt their skills. Through this fund, we are 

accompanying workers who experience hardship in the difficult transition to new jobs and I 

have the intention to maximize its performance during the coming years."  

Since starting operations in 2007, the EGF has received 130 applications. Some €536 million 

has been requested to help more than 116,000 workers. In 2013 alone, it provided more than 

€53.5 million in support. The Fund continues during the 2014-2020 period as an expression of 

EU solidarity.  

Link: Press releases with detailed information are available online. 

 

4. € 39 million EU support for the promotion of agricultural products  

The European Commission on 30 October 2014 approved 27 programmes to promote 

agricultural products in the European Union and in third countries. The total budget of the 

programmes, the grand majority of which will run for a period of three years, is € 77,4 

million of which the EU contributes € 39 million. The selected programmes cover a variety 

of product categories, such as fresh and processed fruit and vegetables, dairy products, 

quality products (PDOs, PGIs, TSGsand organic products), flowers, quality meat, as well as, 

for the first time, sheepmeat. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1232_en.htm?locale=en 

 

5. Employment: Commission proposes €1.8 million from Globalisation Fund 

for former workers of Whirlpool in Italy  

The European Commission proposed on 28 October 2014 to provide Italy with €1.8 million 

from the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) to help 608 former workers of 

Whirlpool Europe S.r.l. to find new jobs. The redundancies occurred in the Autonomous 

Province of Trento. The proposal now goes to the European Parliament and the EU's Council 

of Ministers for their approval.  

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1212_en.htm?locale=en 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1602_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1602_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1603_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1604_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/latest-press-releases.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1232&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1232_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1212&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1212&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1212_en.htm?locale=en
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6. Employment: Commission proposes €918,000 from Globalisation Fund to 

support former workers of GAD abattoirs in France  

The European Commission proposed on 24 October 2014 to provide France with €918,000 

from the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) to help 760 former workers of 

GAD, an enterprise which slaughters pigs and processes pork. The proposal now goes to the 

European Parliament and the EU's Council of Ministers for approval.  

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1200_en.htm?locale=en 

EGF Background 

The European Globalisation Fund continues during the 2014-2020 period as an expression of 

EU solidarity, with further improvements to its functioning. Its scope includes workers made 

redundant because of the economic crisis, as well as fixed-term workers, the self-employed, 

and, by way of derogation until the end of 2017, young people not in employment, education or 

training in regions of high youth unemployment. 

 

XIX. COUNTRY SPECIFIC SUPPORT 

1. Ukraine: EU disburses €260 million in EU Macro-Financial Assistance and 

boosts humanitarian assistance and recovery aid to €32 million 

On 12 November 2014, the European Commission, on behalf of the EU, paid a loan of €260 

million to Ukraine as part of the EU Macro-Financial Assistance (MFA) facility for the 

country. This disbursement adds to the €600 million disbursed since May under the two 

ongoing EU MFA programmes. This leaves €750 million remaining under the current 

programmes for Ukraine. The MFA programmes support Ukraine economically and 

financially in the current critical stage of its development. They are linked to specific 

conditionality that focusses on, amongst others, public finance management and anti-

corruption, trade and taxation, the energy sector and financial sector reforms. At the same 

time, the Commission is increasing its humanitarian assistance and recovery aid to meet the 

immediate needs of vulnerable and conflict-affected populations in Ukraine. The EU is 

providing an additional € 3.3 million to help the most vulnerable population affected by the 

ongoing conflict in Eastern Ukraine to meet their basic needs and prepare for the approaching 

winter. A further € 4.5 million is being provided to meet the recovery and integration needs of 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) and host communities as well as to promote confidence-

building. High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 

Policy/Vice-President of the Commission Federica Mogherini said: "The European Union is 

ready to increase its support for the population affected by the conflict as part of its overall 

support for Ukraine." Speaking about the MFA disbursement, Commissioner for Economic 

and Financial Affairs, Taxation and Customs Pierre Moscovici said: "This payment is a 

further concrete sign of Europe's solidarity with the Ukrainian people. We are helping the 

country address its urgent financing needs, while supporting an ambitious process of reforms 

to stabilise the economy and create the conditions for sustainable growth and employment in 

Ukraine."  

Link: Further information can be found on Rapid. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1200&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1200&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1200_en.htm?locale=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013R1309
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1640_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1640_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1640_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1660_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/latest-press-releases.htm
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2. Commissioner Hahn announced new support to Armenia 

On 4 November 2014,  Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement 

Negotiations, Johannes Hahn met in Brussels with the Armenian Minister of Economy, Karen 

Chshmaritian and signed a Memorandum of Understanding, launching the Single Support 

Framework for EU-support to Armenia, which sets strategic objectives and priorities for 

future cooperation in 2014-2017 (between €140-170 million). The Commissioner also 

announced a first package of EU assistance for 2014 under the new Single Support 

Framework. The fresh funding of € 19 million will focus on small businesses and human 

rights protection in Armenia. Finally, the Commissioner and Minister Chshmaritian signed a 

Financing Agreement for a Sector Support Programme to Agriculture and Rural Development 

worth € 25 million.  

 

3. EU increases development support to Nepal and Bhutan  

European Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs, announced on 17 October 2014 

that the EU development programmes for Nepal and Bhutan  will triple in the 2014-2020 

period in comparison with the allocation from the previous years. The announcement was 

made as the Commissioner began a visit to both countries and it shows that the EU has taken 

note of the efforts both countries have made to fight poverty and implement constitutional 

reforms.  In the course of his visit, Commissioner Piebalgs met several authorities and 

discussed with them the priorities for our cooperation in the coming years. He also visited 

EU-funded projects on the ground and met the beneficiaries of EU support. 

Link: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1169_en.htm?locale=en 

 

 

XX. UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

1. Innovation in waste management: Linking the ‘circular economy’ and the 

‘waste hierarchy', Espoo, Finland 

Date: 26 November 2014 

Venue: Espoo, Finland 

The workshop addresses the macro environmental effects of the diffusion of non-landfill 

waste management technologies for MSW by adopting an LCA approach. During the 

session, the participants will explore possible changing pressures from shifting to non-landfill 

MSW management technologies.  

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/14/1169&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-595_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-596_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1169_en.htm?locale=en
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The presentations will explore observed ex post trends (1996-2011) and on ex ante scenarios 

(2012-2030 and beyond). The experts and guests are invited to discuss policy and economic 

implications of (saved) external costs from shifting to non-landfill MSW management 

technologies.  

Links:  

workshop programme:  http://www.mince.fi/document/Workshop_WP8_Program-

innovation_in_waste_management.pdf 

Workshop website 

 

2. Modernizing the public sector and boosting economic growth 

 
Date: 26 November 2014  to 27 November 2014  

Venue: Milano, Italy 

 

A high-level event on Pre-Commercial Procurement and Public Procurement of Innovative 

Solutions is being held in Milan on 26-27 November 2014. Read more 

 

Link: http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/modernizing-public-sector-and-

boosting-economic-growth-through-innovation-procurement 

 

 

3. Brokerage Day for ICT24 – 2015 Robotics 

 
Date: 09 December 2014  

Venue: Brussels 

 

Stakeholders in the robotics field come together on December 9, 2014 in Brussels to discuss 

project ideas and consortia for ICT-24-2015 in robotics. Read more 

 

Link: http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/brokerage-day-ict24-

%E2%80%93-2015-robotics 

 

 

http://www.mince.fi/document/Workshop_WP8_Program-innovation_in_waste_management.pdf
http://www.mince.fi/document/Workshop_WP8_Program-innovation_in_waste_management.pdf
http://www.mince.fi/
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/modernizing-public-sector-and-boosting-economic-growth-through-innovation-procurement
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/modernizing-public-sector-and-boosting-economic-growth-through-innovation-procurement
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/modernizing-public-sector-and-boosting-economic-growth-through-innovation-procurement
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/modernizing-public-sector-and-boosting-economic-growth-through-innovation-procurement
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/brokerage-day-ict24-%E2%80%93-2015-robotics
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/brokerage-day-ict24-%E2%80%93-2015-robotics
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/brokerage-day-ict24-%E2%80%93-2015-robotics
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/brokerage-day-ict24-%E2%80%93-2015-robotics
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4. BioFIT (Fostering Innovation and Transfer) 

Date: 2-3 December 2014 

Venue: Lille, France 

BioFIT aims at stimulating and facilitating technology transfer and collaborative projects 

between academic institutions, pharma/biotech industry, together with other practitioners in 

the Life Sciences field. 

BioFIT is an ideally configured event featuring: • Partnering with qualified and pre-screened 

one-to-one meetings • Conferences to explore hands-on approaches to tech transfer and Open 

Innovation • Presenting technologies, licensing opportunities 

 

Link: Event website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=events&eventcode=68863CDF-E6ED-38AB-65F328ADA66AFC32
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=events&eventcode=68863CDF-E6ED-38AB-65F328ADA66AFC32
http://www.biofit-event.com/
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XXI. EC Your Voice in Europe: GGI has a say in the decision-making 

processes of the European Parliament! 
 

Last year, the European Commission has approved GGI’s application for admittance which 

will allow us to participate in the public consultations that are going to shape the future of 

Europe, and will also prove important to us. 

These collations serve the purpose of allowing the participants to recount or describe their 

opinions regarding those policy issues that the European Parliament will pass a decision on. 

For us, the members and clients of GGI, this provides an opportunity of advocacy, an 

occasion that only a limited number of alliances or institutions are awarded. 

 

We may state our opinions about the following topics: 

1. Development 

2. Employment and Social Affairs 

3. Enterprise 

4. TRans-European Networks 

5. Economic and Financial Affairs 

6. Energy 

7. Environment 

8. Internal Market 

9. Regional Policy 

10. Taxation 

11. Budget 

12. Competition 

13. Customs 

14. Enlargement 

15. External Relations 

16. Humanitarian Aid 

17. Justice and Fundamental Rights 

18. Research and Technology 

19. Trade 

 

We would like to request the comments in writing, keeping in mind the deadline, to either or 

both of the following addresses: tunyogi@ggi.com and/or csusz@ggi.com. 

We will summarize these opinions, and the GGI head office will then further them to the 

European Commission, and to the appropriate persons of the European Parliament. 

In the case of high profile issues, we are also going to have the opportunity to express our 

views at the European Parliament in person! 

mailto:tunyogi@ggi.com
mailto:csusz@ggi.com
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Further information regarding open topics may be found here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/index_en.htm 

 

1. Consultations 

Below are the consultation topics that are open for discussion. Only those topics are included 

that have at least an end of September deadline in order to provide a longer period for 

expressing opinions. (Here is a link that shows all the consultation topics that are still open: 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm) The ideas and views should be 

submitted at least one week prior to the deadlines. In case we receive several (possibly 

divergent) opinions pertaining to a topic, we set up a date for a discussion either on Skype, 

WebEx, or by e-mail. Once again, this opportunity to participate is very unique and also a 

privilege that has been awarded to GGI. The importance of this issue will be discussed during 

the EasyMeet in Budapest in November so members may learn more about it there. Also, this 

list is constantly updated; therefore we will inform you of them continuously. 

 

Policy field Description Deadline 

Internal Market Cross-border mergers and divisions 

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/2014/cross-

border-mergers-divisions/index_en.htm 

December 01, 

2014. 

Enterprise A strong European policy to support Small and Medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurs 2015-2020 – Public 

consultation on the Small Business Act (SBA) 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/small-business-

act/public-consultation-sba/index_en.htm 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-975_en.htm?locale=en 

December 15, 

2014. 

Food Safety, 

Trade, Public 

Health, 

Environment, 

Enterprise, 

Employment 

and Social 

Affairs, 

Agriculture and 

Rural 

Development 

Consultation on defining criteria for identifying Endocrine 

Disruptors in the context of the implementation of the Plant 

Protection Product Regulation and Biocidal Products Regulation 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dgs_consultations/food/co

nsultation_20150116_endocrine-disruptors_en.htm 

January 16, 

2015. 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/2014/cross-border-mergers-divisions/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/2014/cross-border-mergers-divisions/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/small-business-act/public-consultation-sba/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/small-business-act/public-consultation-sba/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-975_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dgs_consultations/food/consultation_20150116_endocrine-disruptors_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dgs_consultations/food/consultation_20150116_endocrine-disruptors_en.htm
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Enterprise Patents and Standards – A modern framework for standardisation 

involving intellectual property rights 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-

competitiveness/industrial-policy/intellectual-property-

rights/patents-standards/public-consultation/index_en.htm 

January 31, 

2015. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/intellectual-property-rights/patents-standards/public-consultation/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/intellectual-property-rights/patents-standards/public-consultation/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/intellectual-property-rights/patents-standards/public-consultation/index_en.htm

