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WELCOME MESSAGE

Welcome to Bangkok
Dear GGI members and friends
It is our pleasure to welcome you heartily to Bangkok and our annual GGI World Conference. We are delighted that this year’s Conference kicks off directly after the Asia-PacificRegional Conference, which was fully booked and once again shows the strong demand in
the region.
Our World Conference continues our tradition of excellent and informative Keynote
Speakers, Dr Marc Faber and H.E. Dr Narongchai Akranasee. It also reflects the enthusiasm of our members, as shown by the numbers involved in our twelve Practice Group
meetings, two new Special Interest Groups, and five workshops.
The social events organised will provide you with ample opportunity to become better acquainted with us and the other member firms within the GGI family. During 2016 alone, we
have had well over 30 new member firms join us, quite a number of whom are represented
here and to whom we would like to extend an especially warm welcome.
Here are some operational points that we would like you to be aware of:
REGISTRATION: All delegates must complete registration at the GGI hospitality desk
prior to attending any of the Conference. Please wear your badge at all times during the
Conference, as only delegates with official Conference ID will be allowed into any of the
sessions and social programmes.
TIMING: Our Conference will run on time. If a session starts late, we will still end on
time so please pay attention to the times as stated in the programme.
MEETING POINTS: The meeting points for all optional activities and social programmes are clearly stated. Excursions are only for pre-registered participants. If you
are not sure which tour(s) you have signed up for, please check at the GGI hospitality
desk.

Conference Hotel
Shangri-La Hotel
89 Soi Wat Suan Plu
New Road, Bangrak
Bangkok 10500
Thailand
T:		 +66 2236 7777
W: www.shangri-la.com/bangkok
Dress code: Unless otherwise stated,
the dress code for the Conference is
smart casual.
Your GGI main
contact persons are:
Anita Szoeke
Christina Schmidt
Igino Moffa Marchetti
Linda Soriton
Marco Izzo
Steven Bosch
You will always find one of us at the
hospitality desk during our opening
hours.
GGI Hospitality Desk
opening hours:
Thursday, 20 October 2016:
08:30 – 19:30
Friday, 21 October 2016:
08:30 – 17:30
Saturday, 22 October 2016:
09:00 – 13:30

This is not our first Conference in Bangkok; we have already had a couple of Asia-Pacific
Regional Conferences right here in the Shangri-la and we love it here. If this is your first visit
to the city, however, do take the time to venture out and discover this very modern Asian
city. There are many prestigious cultural attractions and varied shopping opportunities that
should not be missed. Don’t forget to check out Haidee Woods’ recommendations in the
latest Insider (No 85, September 2016).
We hope that you will enjoy your stay here, while at the same time of course gaining
knowledge and expanding your network. Our GGI team is on hand throughout the whole
event to help you with any queries you may have.
With our very best regards

Claudio G. Cocca
Chairman and Founder

Michael Reiss von Filski
Global CEO
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Wednesday, 19 October 2016
Time

Event

05:30

OPTIONAL – Game of Golf (only for pre-registered participants). Tee off is at 07:00 am.
Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby in front of Hotel Reception, Main Entrance, Level II

08:15 – 17:00

OPTIONAL TOUR – Ayutthaya World Heritage Tour (only for pre-registered participants)
Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby in front of Hotel Reception, Main Entrance, Level II

Thursday, 20 October 2016
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

08:30 – 19:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

First Floor Lobby by the Escalator, Level I

10:00 – 16:30

GGI Executive Committee Meeting (for ExCom members only)

The Boardroom Suite, Level I

13:15 – 17:00

OPTIONAL TOUR – On the Banks of Chao Praya (only for pre-registered participants)
Meeting Point: GGI Hospitality Desk, Level I

14:30 – 16:00

Practice Group Meeting: International Taxation

Ballroom 3, Grand Ballroom, Level II Oliver Biernat

16:00 – 16:30

Coffee Break

Pre-Function Foyer outside Grand Ballroom, Level II

16:30 – 18:00

Practice Group Meeting: International Taxation (continued)

Ballroom 3, Grand Ballroom, Level II Oliver Biernat

19:00 – 22:30

Welcome Reception & Dinner (Dress code: Elegant)

Ballroom 1, Grand Ballroom, Level II

Introduction of GGI Member Candidates & New Member Firms

Michael Reiss von Filski

Friday, 21 October 2016
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

06:30 – 10:30

Breakfast available in the Hotel

Next 2, Level I

08:30 – 17:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

First Floor Lobby by the Escalator, Level I

07:45 – 15:00

OPTIONAL TOUR – Koh Kred Nonthaburi Tour (ONLY for Accompanying Persons who have pre-registered)
Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby in front of Hotel Reception, Main Entrance, Level II

09:00 – 12:45

GGI World Conference in the Hotel

09:00 – 09:15

Official Conference Opening by the Ambassador, Embassy of Switzerland in Thailand

H.E. Ivo Sieber

09:15 – 09:30

Presidential Welcome

Claudio G. Cocca

09:30 – 09:40

Words of Welcome from the Host Firms

Monchai Vachirayonstien,
Dherakupt
Paul Gambles, MBMG Group
Joe Horn, Strategy613

09:40 – 10:45

Keynote Speech: “Academics at Central Banks who don’t Understand
Economic Problems will always have Solutions”

Dr Marc Faber

10:45 – 11:15

Coffee Break

Ballroom I, Grand Ballroom, Level II (Lobby Level)

Pre-Function Foyer outside Grand Ballroom, Level II
Friday programme continued on next page
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Friday, 21 October 2016 (continued)
GGI World Conference in the Hotel

Ballroom I, Grand Ballroom, Level II (Lobby Level)

11:15 – 12:00

Keynote Speech: “The China Factor in the New Asian and International Economic Order”

H.E. Dr Narongchai Akranasee

12:00 – 12:10

Regional Report Europe & Latin America

Michael Reiss von Filski

12:10 – 12:20

Regional Report Asia-Pacific & Middle East Africa

Peter Kaeser

12:20 – 12:30

Regional Report North America

Adam Crowson

12:30 – 12:45

Upcoming GGI Events

Adam Crowson

12:45 – 14:00

Lunch

14:00 – 15:30

Practice Group & Special Interest Group Meetings Round I

Volti, Level II

Business Development & Marketing

Ballroom I, Grand Ballroom,
Level II (Lobby Level)

Alan Rajah

Corporate, Commercial & IP

Chairman, Level I

Ady Nordman

Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency

Valley I, Level I

Mario Kapp

Global Political Economy & International Relations –
Understanding the International Economic Order

Garden Gallery, Level I

Claudio G. Cocca

Indirect Taxes

Valley II, Level I

Steve McCrindle
Toon Hasselman

Establishing a Special Interest Group:
Leadership & Transformational Change

The Study, Level I

Sameer Kamboj

15:30 – 16:00

Coffee Break

The Tea Lounge, Level 1

16:00 – 17:30

Practice Group & Special Interest Group Meetings Round II
Auditing, Reporting & Compliance

18:45 – 22:00

The Study, Level I

Boris Michels

Global Mobility Solutions

Garden Gallery, Level I

Huub Kapel

Governmental Affairs & Public Procurement

The Boardroom Suite, Level I

Dr László Tunyogi
Dr Matthias Mantler

Litigation & Dispute Resolution

Valley I, Level I

Johan F. Langelaar

M&A

Ballroom I, Grand Ballroom,
Level II (Lobby Level)

Tim van der Meer

Real Estate

Valley II, Level I

Paul Simmons

Trust & Estate Planning

Chairman, Level I

Dennis L. Nerland
Henry Charles

Dinner Cruise: Bangkok by Night. Meeting Point: Riverside Dock beside Next 2, Level I (outside)
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Saturday, 22 October 2016
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

06:30 – 10:30

Breakfast available in the Hotel

Next 2, Level I

09:00 – 13:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

First Floor Lobby by the Escalator, Level I

09:30 – 12:30

Workshops
Understanding GGI
(compulsory for all new member and candidate firms)

Garden Gallery, Level I

Michael Reiss von Filski

Forging a Culture of Exceptional Service

The Study, Level I

Randall S. Leff
Claudio G. Cocca
Csaba Valentik

Establishing a Special Interest Group:
Corporate Governance and Compliance

The Boardroom Suite, Level I

Dr Georg-Peter Kränzlin

Public-Private Partnerships in Asia

Chairman, Level I

Dr László Tunyogi
Dr Matthias Mantler

Wealth & Asia: Protecting and Growing Assets

Valley II, Level I

Paul Gambles
Urban B. Eberle

11:00 – 11:30

Coffee Break

The Tea Lounge, Level I

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch

Volti, Level II

13:00 – 17:00

OPTIONAL TOUR – Grand Palace & The Emerald Temple (only for pre-registered participants).
Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby in front of Hotel Reception, Main Entrance, Level II

17:45 – 23:00

Gala Dinner at Sampran Riverside. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby in front of Hotel Reception, Main Entrance, Level II.
Dress code: Smart casual (High heels not recommended)

Sunday, 23 October 2016
Time

Event

Room

06:30 – 10:30

Breakfast available in the Hotel

Next 2, Level I

07:15 – 17:00

OPTIONAL TOUR – Ayutthaya World Heritage Tour (only for pre-registered participants). Go by bus & return by cruise.
Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby in front of Hotel Reception, Main Entrance, Level II

Check out no later than 12:00 noon.
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Dr Marc Faber
Dr Marc Faber was born in Zurich, Switzerland. He went to school in Geneva
and Zurich and finished high school with
the Matura. He studied Economics at the
University of Zurich and, at the age of 24,
obtained a PhD in Economics magna cum
laude.
Between 1970 and 1978, Dr Faber worked
for White Weld & Company Limited in New
York, Zurich and Hong Kong. Since 1973,
he has lived in Hong Kong. From 1978 to
February 1990, he was the Managing Director of Drexel Burnham Lambert (HK) Ltd.
In June 1990, he set up his own business,
MARC FABER LIMITED which acts as an
investment advisor, fund manager and broker/dealer.
Dr Faber publishes a widely read month-

ly investment newsletter “THE GLOOM
BOOM & DOOM” report which highlights
unusual investment opportunities, and is
the author of several books including “TOMORROW’S GOLD – Asia’s Age of Discovery” which was first published in 2002 and
highlighted future investment opportunities
around the world. “TOMORROW’S GOLD”
was for several weeks on Amazon’s best
seller list and has been translated into Japanese, Korean, Thai and German. Dr Faber is
also a regular contributor to several leading
financial publications around the world.
A book on Dr Faber, “RIDING THE MILLENNIAL STORM”, by Nury Vittachi, was
published in 1998. A regular speaker at various investment seminars, Dr Faber is well
known for his “contrarian” investment ap-

Dr Marc Faber
proach. He is also associated with a variety
of funds.

“Academics at Central Banks
who don’t understand Economic Problems
will always have Solutions”
Seven years into an expansion and a
bull market for financial assets, the global
economy remains weak, highly unstable,
and characterized by imbalances.
This is the first generation of people in
the advanced economies of the US, Western Europe, and Japan who will enjoy a no growth environment, a lower standard of
living, and who will die poorer than their

parents. In emerging economies and in
particular in the former socialist/communist countries, there is the first generation of people who enjoy a noticeably
better life than their parents. Since 80%
of the global population lives in emerging
economies, we are in the midst of a generational shift in the balance of economic
and political power.

At the same time, the economic and
military superiority of the West is diminishing relative to the rest of the world.
Geopolitical tensions follow.
Are under some economic conditions
expansionary monetary policies exacerbating deflationary pressures? What are
the causes of slow growth in the advanced
economies?
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

H.E. Dr Narongchai Akranasee
Dr Narongchai Akrasanee is a Former
Minister of Energy and Minister of Commerce of Thailand.
Dr Narongchai, a Thai economist /
technocrat, is known for his continuous
involvement in the economic development of Thailand in many capacities, and
in ASEAN and APEC affairs.
He had a number of appointments in
the Thai Government, including Advisor
to several Thai Prime Ministers, Minister of Energy, Minister of Commerce,
Senator, and a member of the National
Legislative Assembly. He has worked on
ASEAN and APEC affairs all along, being
an initiator of AFTA and the APEC Leaders Meeting. He has also served as the
Chairman of Thailand Committee for Pacific Economic Cooperation Council.

In the private sector, Dr Narongchai
is on the Board of several publicly listed
companies in Thailand, including MFC
Asset Management Plc and Ananda
Property Development Plc. He is also an
Independent Non-Executive Director of
AIA Group Limited, Hong Kong.
Dr Narongchai served as a member
of the Board of many Thai public institutions including the National Economic
and Social Development Board, Board of
Investment, Bank of Thailand, Securities
and Exchange Commission of Thailand
and the Insurance Commission. He was
also a Chairman of the Export-Import
Bank of Thailand.
Having graduated with a PhD in Economics from the Johns Hopkins University, Dr Narongchai has a keen interest in

H.E. Dr Narongchai Akranasee
education and research. He is the founding member of the Thailand Development
Research Institute, and is Chairman of the
Khon Kaen University Council.

“The China Factor in the New Asian
and International Economic Order”
China has become a major world and
Asian power. The China Factor has drastically affected global geo-politics and
geo-economics, resulting in a new international political and economic order.

All Asian countries have given high priority to the China Factor in their political
and economic policy / strategy formulation. The evolution of the China Factor
has as much to do with what happened

GGI World Conference 2016 | Bangkok, Thailand

to China, in China, in the past as to what
China aspires to achieve in this Century.
Understanding the China Factor is crucial
for decision-making within both the public and private sectors.

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES
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International Taxation (ITPG)

Business
Development
& Marketing

Corporate,
Commercial
& IP

Thursday, 20 October 2016
14:30-18:00

Friday, 21 October 2016
14:00-15:30 (Round I)

Friday, 21 October 2016
14:00-15:30 (Round I)

Oliver Biernat

Alan Rajah

Ady Nordman

With
speakers
from five continents, this meeting
takes into account
that we are meeting
in a World Conference. Topics cov- Oliver Biernat
ered include crossborder debt restructuring with Robert
Worthington (Shea Nerland LLP), tax
issues for non-residents buying Australian property with Ross Forrester
(Westcourt Chartered Accountants),
Brexit – The mist starts to clear with
Alan Rajah (Lawrence Grant, Chartered Accountants), and India entry
planning with Raghu Marwah (R.N.
MARWAH & Company, Chartered Accountants).
Oliver Biernat (Benefitax GmbH,
Steuerberatungsgesellschaft,
Wirt
schaftspruefungsgesellschaft),
as
Global Practice Group Chairperson,
will act as a guide through the programme and will introduce “discussion
in small groups on various topics”. In
this way all attendees can chose the tax
or best practice topic they favour and
interact with other experts.

Marketing
& Development
Thoughts

The sky is not
the limit. Drones
and the Law.

Dennis L. Nerland (Shea Nerland
LLP) will be the Alan Rajah
guest speaker at this
meeting, revealing essential insights as
to “Why we should all be Marketing and
Developing our business”.
Global Practice Group Chairperson,
Alan Rajah (Lawrence Grant, Chartered
Accountants), will outline the benefits
of embracing the latest IT technology
to help streamline your business processes and reduce costs. An open discussion will follow afterwards.

In light of the
booming popularity of drones, many Ady Nordman
people have been
seeking information about the legality of using small unmanned aerial
systems or preventing their use. Many
countries are starting to handle issues
of privacy and enforcing laws relating to
drones which can now be seen up and
above us almost anywhere looking from
above on our private lives. We shall try
to look at the current state of the usage
of drones and recent law implications.
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Debt
Collection,
Restructuring
& Insolvency

Global Political Economy
& International Relations –
Understanding the
International Economic Order

Friday, 21 October 2016
14:00-15:30 (Round I)

Friday, 21 October 2016
14:00-15:30 (Round I)

Mario Kapp

Claudio G. Cocca

The main focus
of this meeting shall
be true to the tradition of the meetings
of previous years.
We will offer a very
interesting insight Mario Kapp
for participants into
the local insolvency regime of our host
country by providing access to the most
important rules and practices of Thailand and the region. We are also very
keen to learn how Brexit could affect the
execution of claims and restructuring
of debts and reorganisation of companies, and eventually the restart of a private person after a personal bankruptcy
in the territory of Great Britain.
With the above presentations we are
going to facilitate an exciting and hopefully very informative discussion between participants in order to enhance
the exchange of information and knowhow.
A special emphasis will be put on
the elaboration of further joint marketing actions and business development tools (e.g. database of distressed
companies) and discussion on the future agenda and topics of our Practice
Group meetings (as well as the Winter
edition of the FYI, renewal of handbooks etc).
Besides the above, internal administrative matters (such as the election of
a Regional Vice-Chairperson) will also
be discussed.

Europe on the Brink and
why the Euro was a bad idea
Even the most ardent supporters of
the Euro are now beginning to realise
that the single currency experiment has
become a thorn in the side of the European concept. Instead of unifying Europe,
the Euro can be likened to an economic
straightjacket which is having the opposite effect. The Euro has been devastating
for most countries involved.
The economic consequences of the
Euro have created political tensions.
The wounds of animosities long thought
to have healed over have recently been
reopened, as revealed above all by the
refugee and Greek crises. In the crisis-hit
countries, excessively low interest rates
following the introduction of the Euro
have led to a huge boom in debt and
consumption. Significant wage increases
have ruined their ability to compete.
The Euro has no winners. Eurozone
countries are locked into a system held
together only by the iron will of politicians and the European Central Bank
(ECB), striving to do “whatever it takes”.
Without the intervention of the ECB,
the single currency would have fallen
apart already, banks would have collapsed and states would have gone bankrupt. Is this the idea of Europe envisaged
by the founding fathers of the EU? How
long will the political will to save the Euro
at any cost prevail against the problem
of mounting sovereign debt, against the
lack of a commitment to reform among
the EU’s Mediterranean countries and
against a diminishing sense of solidarity among the EU population? Now with
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Brexit a seemingly
hard reality, is there a
loss of confidence in
the EU project?
Is the Euro really irreversible? Now that
the currency union Claudio G.
has been shown not to Cocca
work in favour of the
working man, and instead of the promised prosperity only persistently high
unemployment figures and recessions
in crisis-hit countries, we will seek to explore in this meeting whether the Euro
has been one of the most disastrous economic errors in post-war Europe, whether
this can be reversed, and if so, with what
consequences?

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES
Establishing a
Special Interest Group:
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Indirect
Taxes

Leadership &
Transformational
Change

Auditing,
Reporting &
Compliance

Friday, 21 October 2016
14:00-15:30 (Round I)

Friday, 21 October 2016
14:00-15:30 (Round I)

Friday, 21 October 2016
16:00-17:30 (Round II)

Steve McCrindle & Toon Hasselman

Sameer Kamboj

Boris Michels

The main element
of our session will
flow from a guest
speaker from the
world of international logistics. Peter
Emblin (from host Steve
firm MBMG Group) McCrindle
has asked Roy Tan
of Thailand-based
Crane
Worldwide
Logistics (Thailand)
Co., Ltd, the SE Asia
arm of Crane Worldwide, a multi-billion
US dollar business, Toon
to present an over- Hasselman
view of Cranes activities and how it ‘bumps’ into Indirect Tax
‘obstacles’ along the way. We will then
explore some of the synergies between
Roy’s business and Indirect Taxes. Of
course there will be more technical delectations.
Join us at our meeting, not least for
the drinks, nibbles and good company
towards the end of the session, where
you will get a chance to talk to Roy, or
amongst the Indirect Taxes community,
about any matters of specific interest to
you.

An organisation
is a reflection of its
Founder
(leader).
Thus, any situation
existing in the organisation is a direct outcome of the Sameer
thoughts,
actions Kamboj
and intent of the
leader.
As leaders, we all prepare goals for
our respective organisations and try
to ensure that all team members work
towards the achievement of the larger
organisational goal. Yet there are situations wherein the business struggles to
achieve the desired goals, leading to a
crisis management situation. In order
to avoid this, a leader needs to constantly innovate.
We plan to initiate a new Practice
Group wherein members contribute
and share their experiences and best
practices.

The following issues will be covered
during our meeting:
The newly issued
IFRS 16 on leases
will have a significant
impact Boris Michels
on financial statements and their financial ratios. We
will provide an overview on the main
rules and effects.
Indian authorities aim to bring in
more accountability on companies
and auditors by including operational aspects in the reporting by introduction of internal financial controls.
We will discuss how such a shift may
be beneficial for our clients and us.
We will get an overview on what the
implications of the UK Brexit will be
for the British accounting profession.
We would like to discuss new ways of
growing together within our PG e.g.
by software based measures and the
identification of technical experts.
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Global
Mobility
Solutions

Governmental
Affairs &
Public
Procurement

Litigation
& Dispute
Resolution

Friday, 21 October 2016
16:00-17:30 (Round II)

Friday, 21 October 2016
16:00-17:30 (Round II)

Friday, 21 October 2016
16:00-17:30 (Round II)

Huub Kapel

Dr László Tunyogi & Dr Mathias Mantler

Johan F. Langelaar

Every new international
business
adventure
starts
with a small but important step: the first
employee. Our clients are aware that Huub Kapel
a successful first assignment abroad will create a firm base
for further expansion. As international
assignments are also costly, clients are
keen to make this work.
However, the “unknown” territory
has many challenges. Does the employee need a work permit? Do we need to
set up a local payroll? Does the company need to register? Does the employee
need to register? Within GGI we are
capable of assisting our clients abroad
and answer all these questions.
Various member firms will answer
such questions at our meeting. Please
join, ask your questions and share your
experience/knowledge!

1. Brexit – or not
Brexit? This is the
question.
How
the British decision may affect
the global political
and economic sta- Dr László
bility – and what Tunyogi
is behind the negotiations (to follow up on the last
Practice
Group
meeting at the
GGI Latin American & Iberian Regional Conference Dr Mathias
Mantler
in Madrid).
2. New regulations
in the European Public Procurement
Directives and how to implement
them into national practices?
3. A success story of Asian-European
cooperation: special form of PublicPrivate Partnership in Malaysia. How
a government encourages foreign innovation in local industry… (a short
introduction of a topic that will be
covered further in a Workshop on Saturday).

We will use the
time during our
meeting to introduce ourselves during a speed-networking session, discuss
relevant items and Johan F.
listen to a presenta- Langelaar
tion about dispute
resolution in Asia. Our meeting is not
only interesting for lawyers, but for all
GGI members who are interested in litigation and (alternative) dispute resolution worldwide!
All attendees are invited for a drink
at the bar after the meeting, in order to
talk/discuss further in an informal setting.
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M&A

Real Estate

Trust &
Estate
Planning

Friday, 21 October 2016
16:00-17:30 (Round II)

Friday, 21 October 2016
16:00-17:30 (Round II)

Friday, 21 October 2016
16:00-17:30 (Round II)

Tim van der Meer

Paul Simmons

Henry Charles & Dennis L. Nerland

This
Practice
Group now has a total of over 200 GGI
registered members.
We strive to become
the World’s most
relevant multi-dis- Tim
ciplinary M&A net- van der Meer
work. This meeting
has the following agenda:
Introduction and update on this
Practice Group and the GCG network;
Using the GGI network to pitch for
better M&A work and clients with
Robert Thompson (Ward Hadaway);
Pre-exit: the latest M&A trend
amongst business owners and in
private equity with Tim van der Meer
(Marktlink Fusies & Overnames
B.V.);
Key insights in business valuation
and calculation of synergies with Dr
Eduard Sprokholt (Sasin Graduate
Institute of Business Administration,
Bangkok & Nyenrode Business University);
Discussion

At our session I
am very pleased to
say we will have a
fascinating meeting,
increasing our know
ledge of property matters around the world Paul Simmons
and sharing information on property deals and investment
opportunities.
The meeting will start with a short
presentation on the real estate market in
the Far East. We will contrast the strength
of Thailand and the hot spots in Asia for
property deals. This will be followed by
a Q&A and discussion around the presentation comparing its content to the
knowledge and experience of the attendees and the state of the property sector
in their country. Brexit was as much as
a shock to your Chairperson as to many
EU and world observers. The collapse of
sterling has made buying property in the
UK much less expensive – but is it now
a bargain? Paul Simmons (Haines Watts)
will provide the view from London and attendees are invited to provide the international perspective. There will then be
time for attendees to share and discuss
property investment opportunities. This
should be a dynamic and engaging session where we can promote deals our clients have and which may be of interest to
the clients of other attendees. There will
also be a short time allowed for attendees
to present property investments.
Please do come to the meeting and
benefit from expert insights into the
property market and find ways of helping your clients and the clients of other
attendees.

Current tax issues
faced by families
with cross-border
estate, including
income tax, estate
tax, commodity tax,
entity classification
and CRS

After the meeting, all M&A Practice
Group participants are kindly invited
to continue the discussion during the
informal ‘networking reception’ in the
hotel bar. Your first drinks are kindly offered by the M&A Practice Group.
This meeting is open to M&A Practice Group members as well as nonmembers.

Henry Charles

European Practice Group Chairperson Henry Charles
(Citroen Wells Chartered Accountants)
and North Ameri- Dennis L.
can Practice Group Nerland
Chairperson Dennis
L. Nerland (Shea Nerland LLP) will provide an update as to the development
of the Practice Group and future Practice Group meetings. They will then
present a brief overview on the topic of
current tax issues faced by families with
cross-border estate, including income
tax, estate tax, commodity tax, entity
classification and CRS.
Other topics which will be covered
during the session include perspectives
from different jurisdictions including
Guernsey, Switzerland and the United
Arab Emirates.
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WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

Workshop with Michael Reiss von Fislki

Understanding GGI

Compulsory for candidates and new members
An interactive overview offering a better understanding of the daily life of GGI,
membership criteria, selection of members, conferences, workshops, practice
groups, the charter, and the functioning of
Head Office, Regional Offices and the Executive Committee. This workshop is not
only interesting for new and first-time at-

tendees, but it will also provide participants
with an in-depth view of daily operations
as handled by GGI management, strategic
outlooks and future plans. Clearer insight
into the structure and functioning of GGI
can also result in expansion of your business, since it provides you with the ability
to explain the benefits of GGI better to col-

Michael
Reiss von Fislki
Saturday, 22 October 2016,
09:30-12:30

leagues in your firm and your clients.

Workshop with Dr Georg-Peter Kränzlin

Establishing a Special
Interest Group:“Corporate
Governance and Compliance”
Corporate
Governance
Codices
(CDC) developed on an international
level are an important instrument to
safeguard compliance of companies
with applicable laws and regulations for
the benefit of their stakeholders. In 2014
91 countries have implemented 345 codices, - in industrial and emerging coun-

tries. Drivers of this process are e.g. the
globalisation of capital markets, the
international financing of international
conglomerates, cross-border mergers,
economic crises and the deteriorating
trust in national and international companies and business transactions. The
GGI Special Interest Group “Corporate

Dr Georg-Peter
Kränzlin
Saturday, 22 October 2016,
9:30-12:30

Governance and Compliance” will describe the important elements of CDCs
and a tool box for proper implementation of CDCs.

Workshop with Dr László Tunyogi

Public-Private
Partnerships in Asia

There are special forms of PublicPrivate Partnerships in Asia:
Business gateway for foreign innovation in local industry
Build Smart Digital Cities (Healthcare
& Financial Ecosystems)
Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation
(MDeC) practices

Governments are looking for their
cross-border digital transformation strategy for the next decade. Smart cities are
projected to be equipped with basic infrastructure and offer a good quality of life for
the citizens through smart solutions (e.g.
healthcare, e-governance). Talk about how
EU innovation (EXQUIS) is encouraged by
public help (MDEC) to build healthcare &
financial ecosystems in ASEAN.
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Dr László
Tunyogi
Saturday, 22 October 2016,
09:30-12:30

Guest speakers: Judit Bozsánovics CEO
& Márk Kolovics CTO from EXQUIS Business & Technology Solutions Sdn. Bhd.
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WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

Workshop with Randall S. Leff,
Claudio G. Cocca & Csaba Valentik

Forging a Culture
of Exceptional Service

In a highly competitive business environment, technical expertise is no longer enough. Your most powerful growth
engine and your best protection from
your competitors is cultivating true customer loyalty.
Loyal customers are less sensitive
to price competition, more forgiving of
small glitches, and, ultimately become
“walking billboards” who will happily
promote your firm. We will discuss how
bringing concepts that were developed
in the hospitality industry to profession-

al services firms builds customer loyalty.
We will explain the nuts and bolts of taking a “service initiative” from concept
to reality, the challenges that are faced
along the way, and how best to utilize
this “excellence” to move your firm forward.
Our presenters come from different
countries with different backgrounds
and will bring their unique perceptions
to this subject. We look forward to spirited and constructive conversation at
the end of our presentation.

Randall S.
Leff

Claudio G.
Cocca

Csaba
Valentik
Saturday, 22 October 2016,
09:30-12:30

Workshop with Paul Gambles & Urban B. Eberle

Wealth & Asia: Protecting
and Growing Assets

This interactive workshop will be cochaired by Paul Gambles (MBMG Group)
and Urban B. Eberle (GGI Global Sponsor
Bank Alpinum).
Global High Net Worth Individual
Wealth has accelerated over the last couple of years reaching more than 56 trillion
USD, growth rates of more than 7% p.a. are
to be expected in the future. However, the
financial crisis has set a new level of challenges to be handled.
This workshop will encompass a general
oversight of the current economic trends
and have on one hand a particular view
on Asian markets and Asian clients, their
views, needs and particularities, as well as
structural and historical preferences. This
will also reflect on cultural attitudes and
choice of asset classes, corporate structures and type of advisors, including accountants, lawyers, consultants and bankers.
In particular, the emergence of Asian
millionaires / billionaires – in many cases

from entrepreneurship / family business
and the need for advisors to operate at both
the business and personal wealth level as
these are so interconnected as to often be
indistinguishable. MBMG has focused on
creating family offices for clients in the last
few years and they take the view that GGI is
uniquely positioned to provide this.
In the second part, a detailed presentation of investing in luxury goods through
financial instruments will provide a key
insight in the development of companies
such as LVMH (Louis Vuitton Moët Hennesy), Richemont and Swatch.The key role
of Asian consumers will also be reflected.
Additionally, some specific shares will be
analysed in a historical context of the last
decade to show which ones were outperforming as opposed to others. Of course,
some trends and interesting investment
opportunities will be presented too, i.e.
particular companies with interesting potential, also beyond the traditional luxury
segment.

Paul
Gambles

Urban B.
Eberle

Saturday, 22 October 2016,
09:30-12:30
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES: Wednesday, 19 October 2016, 05:30

Game of Golf
Green Valley Country Club Golf Course
(www.greenvalleybangkok.com) is situated in beautiful countryside, and benefits
from hundreds of trees and shrubs. There
are some very difficult holes, including

longish water carries on the opening
holes of both sides. Fairways give many
sloping lines and many of the greens are
hidden behind huge mounds. The four
par fives are all tough holes; the 11th and

18th particularly so, as water hazards line
both sides of the fairway. Clever placement of bunkers and undulating greens
add to the difficulties of this very exacting course. Tee off is at 07:00 am.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES: Wednesday, 19 October 2016, 08:15 – 17:00

Ayutthaya World Heritage Tour
Among the “must see”
attractions in Thailand is a
visit to Ayutthaya, the former
capital of Thailand situated
90 km north of Bangkok. The
principal sights are the gigantic bronze statues of Wat
Mongkol Borpith, Wat Phra
Srisanpetch and Wat Yai Chai
Mongkol. The tour also includes a boat trip to Bang-PaIn, the former Royal Summer
Residence, which represents
a fine example of Thai architecture. Lunch will be served
during this tour.
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES: Friday, 21 October 2016, 07:45 – 15:00

Koh Kred Nonthaburi Tour
Drive to the pier and catch a public
ferry across the river to Koh Kred, a
tiny island in the Chao Praya River, located in Nonthaburi Province. We will
walk to visit this small community of
craftsmen famous for their distinctive style of pottery, which dates back
many centuries. The potteries are
known for their fine, red-black glazed
surface and folk design. They are all
handmade piece-by-piece and you
can watch the process. The people
who live on Koh Kret and nearby are
descendants of the ethnic Mon people who managed to retain the skills
of their forefathers.
Lunch in a local restaurant is included.
Only for Accompanying Persons.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES: Saturday, 22 October 2016, 13:00 – 17:00

Grand Palace
& The Emerald Temple
The Grand Palace is one
of the most beautiful examples of a traditional Siamese
Court. The Grand Palace
was once the residence of
the Royal Family of Thailand.
Inside the complex, you will
find different palaces that
were used on different occasions: the funeral palace,
the coronation palace, the
royal guest house and the
throne hall. Also located in
the complex is the beautiful
Emerald Buddha.
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES: Sunday, 23 October 2016, 07:15 – 17:00

Ayutthaya World Heritage Tour
Depart by coach & return by cruise
Depart Bangkok by air-conditioned
coach, return by Grand Pearl Cruise.
(This option is only available on Sunday.) Among the “must see” attractions in Thailand is a visit to Ayuthaya,
the former capital of Thailand situated
90 km north of Bangkok. The principal
sights are the gigantic bronze statues of
Wat Mongkol Borpith, Wat Phra Srisanpetch and Wat Yai Chai Mongkol. Buffet lunch (included in the price) will be
served on the cruise, while you enjoy
the fascinating scenery of the River of
Kings. The cruise will pass by the Royal
Grand Palace and the Temple of Dawn,
before docking at River City shopping
complex’s pier.

Join our upcoming Conferences & Events
GGI Practice Group Meeting Litigation & Dispute Resolution | Miami, FL, USA | 18-20 November 2016
GGI PG Chairpersons Meeting | Zurich, Switzerland | 03-05 February 2017
GGI ITPG Global Tax Summit | Schladming, Austria | 02-06 March 2017
GGI Australian Business Summit | Sydney, Australia | 30 March - 01 April 2017 (TBC)
GGI Italian Business Summit | Naples, Italy | 07-09 April 2017 (TBC)
GGI European Regional Conference | Brussels, Belgium | 11-14 May 2017
GGI North American Regional Conference | Vancouver, Canada | 22-25 June 2017 (TBC)
GGI Latin American Regional Conference | Santiago de Chile, Chile | 29 June-01 July 2017 (TBC)
GGI Asia-Pacific Regional Conference | Tokyo, Japan | 07-10 September 2017 (TBC)
GGI World Conference | Vienna, Austria | 19-22 October 2017
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