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WELCOME MESSAGE

Welcome
to Edinburgh
Dear Delegate,
A most cordial welcome to our annual GGI European Regional Conference, this
year in Edinburgh, United Kingdom.
We are looking forward to some high quality networking and in depth exchanges
of ideas and opinions during the conference. Our main conference program
focuses on GGI and its great opportunities, business topics and practice groups.
We ensure a perfect base with our exclusive programs for becoming better
acquainted with people you already know and making new contacts.
In this conference pack you will find the delegate program, a brief description of
all practice group meetings, the Saturday workshops, as well as the speeches and
speakers’ biographies.
Below are a few further organizational details:
The meeting point for all outings will be in the hotel lobby.
You will have the opportunity to register for workshops during check-in. Please
note, that each workshop is limited to a maximum of thirty-five people on a
first-come, first-served basis. The workshop “Understanding GGI” is compulsory for all candidates and new members.
Most practice group meetings will be held on Friday afternoon in two rounds
between 14:00-17:30 hours. You can check at the hospitality desk the meetings
for which you have registered.
Please check for which sightseeing tour you have registered in the lists at the
hospitality desk and note that we can only accept a very limited number of
registrations during the conference.
We would be delighted to assist you throughout your entire stay. Please pay
attention to dates and times since our exclusive programs require punctuality.
Do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further information.
Yours faithfully,

Claudio Cocca

Michael Reiss von Filski

Contact
Sheraton Grand Hotel
& Spa Edinburgh
1 Festival Square
Edinburgh EH3 9SR
United Kingdom
T: +44 131 229 9131
F: +44 131 228 4510
W: www.sheraton.com/
grandedinburgh
Your GGI contact
during your stay:
Imke Landthaler, +41 79 842 39 32
Wilma Yanzon, +41 79 794 42 10
Meeting Point for all outings:
hotel lobby.

Imke Landthaler
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DELEGATE PROGRAM

Delegate Program
Thursday, 3 April 2014
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

Individual arrival of conference attendees
09:00 – 16:00

Game of Golf at Kings Acre Golf Club – Meeting point at the main hotel lobby
(for registered participants only)

10:00 – 16:30

Executive Committee Meeting

Eilean Donan

14:30 – 18:00

Practice Group Meeting International Taxation

Edinburgh Suite 2

19:00 – 20:00

Welcome Reception at the Hotel

The Atrium

20:00 – 22:30

Welcome Dinner in the Hotel
(Dress code: elegant / business formal)

Edinburgh Suite

Introduction of GGI Member Candidates
and New Member Firms
22:30

Michael Reiss von Filski

End of the day’s official program

Royal Mile in Edinburgh

Oliver Biernat

Hotel Bar

Christian Bickel

Edinburgh – Museum of Scotland
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Delegate Program
Friday, 4 April 2014
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

07:30 – 09:00

Breakfast at the hotel – Dress code: casual

One Square Restaurant

09:00 – 12:30

Conference at the Hotel – Dress code: business casual

Edinburgh Suite

09:00 – 09:10

Presidential Speech

Claudio G. Cocca

09:10 – 09:20

Words of Welcome from the Host Firm

Andy Minifie

09:20 – 10:30

The Middle East Conflict (Questions from the Audience)

H.E. Avi Primor

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee Break

11:00 – 11:45

UK and EU: ‘Ever Closer’ or Flying Apart? (Questions from the Audience)

William B. Jamieson

11:45 – 12:30

Management Report

Michael Reiss von Filski

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch for Delegates in the hotel

14:00 – 15:30

Practice Group meetings – Round One

The Atrium & Foyer

The Atrium & Foyer

Auditing, Reporting & Compliance

Edinburgh Suite 2

Dr. Thomas Geiger

Business Development & Marketing

Stirling

John R. Freeman

Corporate, Commercial & IP

Culzean

Ady Nordman, Rafal Sikorski

Immigration & Expatriate Services and Trust
& Estate Planning Joint PG Meeting – Part 1

Glamis

Ionut Catalin Zeche
Steven L. Cantor

International Dispute Resolution

Braemar

Johan F. Langelaar

Labour Law

Eilean Donan

Jeffrey L.R. Kenens

Private Equity & International Wealth Management

Melville Suite

Prof. Robert Anthony

Renewable Energies

Dunvegan

Dr. Michael Bihler

15:30 – 16:00

Coffee Break

The Atrium & Foyer

16:00 – 17:30

Practice Group meetings – Round Two
Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency

Stirling

Dr. Attila Kovács

Governmental Affairs & Public Procurement

Eilean Donan

Dr. László Tunyogi

Immigration & Expatriate Services and Trust
& Estate Planning Joint PG Meeting – Part 2

Glamis

Ionut Catalin Zeche
Steven L. Cantor

Indirect Taxes (ITPG Sub-Group)

Culzean

Steve McCrindle

M&A

Edinburgh Suite 2

Tim van der Meer

Real Estate

Braemar

Dr. Reinhard Nacke

Task Force Financial Crisis

Melville Suite

Claudio G. Cocca

19:00

Meeting at hotel lobby and transfer to dinner venue

19:30 – 22:30

Reception and Dinner at John Hope Gateway – Dress code: business casual (address see page 6)

22:30

End of the day’s official program

Hotel Bar
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Delegate Program
Saturday, 5 April 2014
Time

Event

Room

07:30 – 09:00

Breakfast in the hotel – Dress code: casual

One Square Restaurant

09:00 –12:00

Workshops - Dress code: business casual
Understanding GGI
(Compulsory for all candidates and new members)
Addressing the Elephant in the Room:
Social Media Governance
„Shaping the Deal“ - An interactive workshop
on drafting LOIs/MOUs/Heads of Terms
Is this the end to your right of Privacy?

Speaker

Braemar

Michael Reiss von Filski

Culzean

Sophia Moon-Crowson

Dunvegan

Robert Thompson

Glamis

Mark Pattimore

The Nine Characteristics of Successful Business
Leaders and Entrepreneurs

Stirling

Alan Rajah

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee Break

Room: The Atrium & Foyer

12:00 – 14:00

Lunch in the Hotel for Delegates and Accompanying Persons

The Atrium & Foyer

14:00 – 17:00

Sightseeing Tours for Delegates and Accompanying Persons – only for registered participants (see Accompanying Person Program).
Meeting point: Hotel Lobby (see page 18 / Accompanying Person Program)

18:30

Meeting at hotel lobby and transfer to dinner venue

19:30 – 22:30

Cocktail and Gala Dinner at Hopetoun House – Dress code: Black tie / Tuxedo (see below)

22:30

End of the day’s official program (hotel bar)

Sunday, 6 April 2014 (Departure)
Time

Event

Room

07:30 – 10:00

Breakfast in the hotel – Dress code: casual

One Square Restaurant

Individual departure from the hotel for those who will not attend the optional day tour
08:00 – 19:00

Optional Day Tour: Loch Ness, Glencoe & the Highlands (see page 19) – only for registered participants

4 April: Reception and Dinner
at John Hope Gateway

5 April: Cocktail and Gala Dinner
at Hopetoun House

John Hope Gateway
Royal Botanic Garden
Arboretum Place
Edinburgh EH3 5NZ
T: +44 131 552 1974
W:www.gatewayrestaurant.net

GGI European Regional Conference 2014 - Edinburgh, Scotland

Hopetoun House
South Queensferry
Edinburgh EH30 9SL
T: +44 131 331 2451
W: www.hopetoun.co.uk
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Speech Summary Ambassador Avi Primor

The Middle East Conflict
For many years – since the independence of Israel – peace in the
Middle East was indeed not possible, not doable, why?
What has changed in the Middle
East that made peace between
Egypt and Israel and peace between Jordan and Israel possible?
What prevents a peace agreement
between the Palestinians and Israel, on the basis of the Egyptian and
the Jordanian precedence?
Peace between Palestinians and
Israel is possible, but unlike the

Egyptian and Jordanian precedence, not without international
intervention and support. Neither
the Israeli nor the Palestinian governments are capable of negotiating seriously without international
pressure and support.
What can and should the international community do in order to
facilitate a credible peace negotiation?
The role of public opinion in Israel
and the Arab world.
The American governments that

supported Israel unconditionally
since 1967 have always stated their
principle that Israel should not be
allowed to annex occupied territories or to build in them. This basic
American policy has never been implemented. Does President Obama
have a different view on this than
his predecessors?
The Arab spring, its perspective
and its influence on the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Biography – Ambassador Avi Primor
Ambassador Avi Primor, born 8 April
1935 in Tel Aviv, is an Israeli publicist
and former diplomat.
He is Director of the Trilateral Program
for European Studies, an Israeli-Palestinian-Jordanian cooperation project, at
Tel Aviv University. For 39 years he was
a member of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, amongst others as Israel’s
ambassador to the European Union,
Belgium and Luxembourg as well as
ambassador to the Federal Republic of
Germany. His field of expertise is International Relations and since March
2010 he is President of the Israel Council on Foreign Relations (ICFR).
Ambassador Primor attended the Hebrew University of Jerusalem where is
completed a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Political Science and International
Relations. Further studies included a
Masters in International Relations from
City College in New-York and a Diplome
d’etudes approfondies from Sorbonne,
Paris
His diplomatic Service and assignments
were extensive and include:

Ambassador Avi Primor
Ambassador, Embassy of Israel in
Dahomey, today Benin (1963-1965)
Director of the Scandinavian Section
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jerusalem (1965-1969)
Minister-Counsellor Embassy of Israel, Paris, France. Concurrently,
Spokesman of the Israeli Delegation
to The Geneva Peace Conference

(1969-1975)
Spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Director of the Press
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jerusalem (1975-1977)
Director of the Department of International Organizations (UN), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jerusalem
(1977-1980)
Director of the Africa Department,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jerusalem
(1980-1983)
Deputy, Director General, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Jerusalem (19831987)
Ambassador, accredited to the European Union, Brussels. Concurrently,
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg (1987-1991)
Vice President of Hebrew University
of Jerusalem (1991-1993)
Ambassador to the Federal Republic
of Germany (1993-1999)
Vice President and Chairman of the
Israel-European Forum at Tel-Aviv
University (1999-2003)

...next page
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Member of the Executive Board of
the German Foundation “Erinnerung, Verantwortung und Zukunft” for
the compensation of forced laborers
in World War II (2000-2003)
President of the Israeli-German
Chamber of Industry and Commerce
(2000 – 2005)
Member of the University Council of
the Ruprecht Karl University, Heidelberg (2000-2008)
Director of the Trilateral Center for
European Studies at the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya (20042013)
Since 2008, Member of the University Council of the Heinrich Heine
University, Duesseldorf
President of the Israel-Germany Association (IDG) (2008-2011)

Since March 2010, President of the
Israel Council on Foreign Relations
(ICFR)
Since May 2013 Director of the Trila
teral Program for European Studies
at the Tel Aviv University
Ambassador Primor has received various awards which include the following:
Officier de l’ordre national de Côte
d’Ivoire (1962)
Recipient of the European Culture
Prize (1998).
Medal “Pour le mérite Européen” in
gold, for European Excellence (1998)
Grand Cross of the Order of Merit
of the Federal Republic of Germany
(2003)
Decoration of “Commander of the
Leopold Order” bestowed by King Al-

bert II of Belgium
Order of Merit of North RhineWestphalia, bestowed by the Prime
Minister of North Rhine-Westphalia,
Hannelore Kraft (2011)
His published works include “The
Case Jerusalem”; “Napoleon et les Juifs”;
“…mit Ausnahme Deutschlands”; “Europa, Israel und der Nahe Osten”; “Le
Triangle des Passions”; “Terror als Vorwand”; “Du Terrorisme et de ceux qui
l´exploitent”; “Mit dem Islam gegen den
Terror”, and with co-author Christiane
von Korff: “An allem sind die Juden und
die Radfahrer schuld”. He also published
“Frieden in Nahost ist möglich”.
Ambassador Primor speaks Hebrew,
French, English and German.

Speech Summary William Bryce Jamieson

UK and EU: ‘Ever Closer’
or Flying Apart?
The presentation will focus on potential convulsive political events over
the next two years
The May 2014 European Parliament
election – could UKIP top the poll?
September 18, 2014 the Scottish independence referendum: support
for independence has now risen
above 40 per cent for the first time
– and support continuing to grow
The May 2015 Westminster election: a new Labour government? A
Conservative return? Coalition or
minority government?
UK ‘re-negotiation’ of membership
if Conservatives returned
Scottish government negotiations
to join EU if independence ‘Yes’
vote
2016-17: UK ‘in or out’ referendum
on EU membership
May 2016: mooted date for Scottish

independence to take effect
Scottish government elections
2016: new Westminster election for
UK? A heavy Conservative victory as
Scots Labour MPs withdraw?
We are about to enter potentially the
most convulsive period for the UK and
its constitution for 300 years.
What might be the EU consequentials?
For example, if Scotland votes ‘yes’ to
independence, what might this mean
for Catalan independence ambitions?
Would Spain block Scottish application for EU membership?
If Conservatives returned to Westminster next year, what form might
re-negotiation of EU membership
take? What areas would it cover, and
what areas out of bounds? Can the UK
succeed in securing control over immigration from other countries in the

GGI European Regional Conference 2014 - Edinburgh, Scotland

EU?
What support is there across the EU
for fundamental reform of the EU treaties? Who would be sympathetic? Who
would oppose?
Outstanding Euro zone issues suggest direction of travel is still towards
greater integration and central oversight of fiscal and monetary policy
and financial sector (esp bank) supervision and regulation.
Implications of ineffective re-negotiation for the mooted UK EU referendum.

UK, Scotland and the EU
Status of Scotland vis-a-vis EU if a
‘Yes’ vote for independence: recalibration of status or fresh application to join as if non-member?
Alex Salmond’s currency gamble:

SPEECH SUMMARIES & BIOGRAPHIES
could an independent Scotland
share the pound sterling as its
currency despite this option being
ruled out by the unionist parties? If
the UK does not agree, would Scottish government pursue Panamastyle ‘sterlingisation’, or opt for
new currency? Might it act on its
threat not to meet its pro rata share

of UK debt obligations?
How would assets and liabilities be
divided between Scotland and the
UK? Can negotiations be completed
by mooted date of May 16 for ‘independence day’?
Why a narrow majority ‘No’ vote
might not settle the independence
issue.

9

Could this de-rail UK economic recovery and debt and deficit reduction targets?
Concerns over business investment
and FDI flows over this period.
Progress to date and economic
prospects summary.
Questions and answers.

Biography – William Bryce Jamieson

William Bryce Jamieson

Bill has specialized in financial journalism and economics over a 40-year career, including nine years as Economics
Editor of The Sunday Telegraph. He
stepped down as Executive Editor of
The Scotsman in 2012 after 12 years but
is retained by the paper in a freelance
and consulting capacity. He has also
launched and edits a website – www.
Scot-Buzz.co.uk dedicated to supporting business start-ups and SMEs.
In 2009 he was awarded Business Journalist of the Year in the Scottish Media
Awards and also overall Journalist of the
Year for his coverage of the banking crisis. In 2012 he was accorded a Lifetime

Achievement Award by the Scottish
Newspaper Society.
In 2012 he won the overall Scottish Financial Enterprise award for services to
Scotland’s financial sector, the first time
it has ever been awarded to an individual – and the first time to a journalist!
In addition to The Scotsman, he writes
a regular column for Industry Europe,
and contributes occasionally to The
Spectator and City AM.
The website weekly letter is sent out
each Tuesday morning to more than
2,000 SMEs, professional advisers,
business and political organizations,
MSPs, policymakers and media.

Scottish Highlands
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

International
Taxation
Thursday, 3 April 2014
14:30-18:00
Oliver Biernat
The Practice Group will cover the following topics:
Irish Companies
– What are the
Tax Advantages?
The CCCTB European Model and
its
prospective
reflection at the
Mercosul block: Oliver
how Latin Amer- Biernat
ican-European
bilateral treaties will be enhanced
through the upcoming provision’s
approval
Speed networking
Update on internal ITPG matters,
projects as well discounts for ITPG
members
Three traps in sending clients or
funds to the U.S: 1. The green card
trap; 2. Foreign gifts; 3. Foreign
trusts
Via WebEx, Pavel Grishunin (International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation (IBFD)) will present new features
in the IBFD Portal to Cross-Border Tax
Expertise.
The following case studies will also be
discussed:
Presentation and comparison of
responses received from GGI members regarding setting up a new
trading venture in County X
Case Study with role-play on
wealthy private individual that died
and leaves a mess for his heirs

Auditing,
Reporting &
Compliance

Business
Development
& Marketing

Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Dr. Thomas Geiger

John R. Freeman

The PG meeting in
Edinburgh mainly
focuses on two
practical fields of
activity for auditors
that may enhance
business opportunities besides our Dr. Thomas
regular audit work. Geiger
The first topic deals
with company valuation. Based on an
overview of possible valuation methods we will discuss e.g. specialities
relating to small or medium entities,
typical challenges of company valuation and current developments. The
second topic focuses on rendering
compliance services in respect of
compliance or anti-corruption laws.
How can we help clients to be well
prepared and what consequences
do new anti-corruption laws have for
company practices? Furthermore we
will discuss, if an ARCPG Newsletter
might be a useful tool to market our
PG even better.

Effective Client Relationship Programs for Professional Service Firms

GGI European Regional Conference 2014 - Edinburgh, Scotland

The value we bring
to client relationships is knowledge
which is applicable
throughout the entire Global Economy. It is our know
ledge of our clients, John R.
the client’s knowl- Freemann
edge of us and the
collaboration of combined knowledge
creates value to our clients. We will
discuss effective ways to transfer this
specialized knowledge to our clients
by instituting change and focus within our Firms to support more effective client relationships.
We will discuss the commoditization of our products/deliverables and
ways to differentiate ourselves beyond price. We will provide examples
of how to develop deeper long lasting
relationships as a trusted advisory
which will make being replaced by a
competitor very difficult.
The most powerful trend in business is commoditization and the only
thing that can make us different is
our relationship. We as professional
services provided must structure our
companies and mold our professionals to creating high value client relationships by shifting clients to partners, strategically aligned.

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Corporate,
Commercial &
IP
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30
Ady Nordman, Rafal Sikorski

Immigration
& Expatriate
Services and
and Trust &
Estate Planning

“Access to Standards
Essential
Patents
(SEPs)
around the world.”

Friday, 4 April 2014
Joint Meeting Part I – 14:00-15:30

Responses to pa
tent “wars” and
patent “abuses”. Ady
The issue of SEP Nordman
has long been debated as those are
crucial for a lot of
businesses to be
able to run their
business
where
a patent owner
holds an SEP (e.g.
patent of JPEG, Rafal
Blu-Ray etc.) may Sikorski
prevent
them
from doing so seeking to enforce its
patent or demanding unreasonable
license fees.

In a unique joint
practice group session, a panel of
tax and immigration experts from
several countries
(the United States,
Canada, the United Ionut Catalin
Kingdom and the Zeche
Netherlands) will
compare and contrast the various
issues to be considered by wealthy
immigrants prior to
becoming residents
in these particular
countries.
Addi- Steven L.
tional topics for dis- Cantor
cussion will include
the decision by the IESPG / European
region to extend the already existing
“Regulatory and Tax Aspects for Expatriates” for the Asian region into
the European region and the development of a matrix with details about
the tax and other regulatory aspects
applicable to expatriates who come
from European countries for employment or to render services.

Ionut Catalin Zeche, Steven L. Cantor
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International
Dispute
Resolution
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30
Johan F. Langelaar
During the International Dispute Resolution (IDR) practice group meeting
we will discuss all
kind of practical
items concerning
the practice group Johan F.
itself i.e. topics for Langelaar
the next meetings,
domestic matters, exchanging views
as to the targets of the practice group
etc. Besides that, there will also be
a discussion about the name of the
practice group ‘IDR’.
As the World is becoming more international every day, people involved
in litigation are more and more influenced by other jurisdictions. Not
only lawyers, but also tax advisors,
accountants and trustees are being
confronted with this. Therefore, taking part in the practice group IDR will
not only widen your horizon, but will
also give you a platform and opportunity to resolve problems and finding
adequate remedies for dispute resolution.
Mr. Tim Toomey, Partner of Ward
Hadaway law firm and specialized
in commercial litigation, is going to
give a presentation about a ‘local’ issue, the hot topic amongst dispute
practitioners in England. Namely the
reforms which were introduced in
April last year, known as ‘the Jackson reforms’. After this lecture we
will most certainly have a vivid discussion about this subject, since all
countries have to deal with all kinds
of retrenchments nowadays. This
also affects the course of justice
worldwide.

GGI European Regional Conference 2014 - Edinburgh, Scotland
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Labour
Law
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30
Jeffrey L.R. Kenens
Modernising
Labour Law from an
international perspective
In 2007 the European Commission
issued a Green Jeffrey L.R.
Paper on Modern- Kenens
izing labour law to
meet the challenges of the 21st Century. The purpose of that Green Paper was to launch a public debate in
the EU on how labour law can evolve
to support the objective of achieving
sustainable growth with more and
better jobs. European labour markets still face the challenge of combining greater flexibility with employment and income security.
Several European countries, like
Germany, Spain, Italy and France
have modernized their national labour law over the last years. As per 1
July 2014 also Dutch national labour
law shall be reformed substantially,
albeit very questionable whether the
need for greater flexibility is taken
into account. At this Practice Group
meeting, Mr Jeffrey Kenens (partner
at TeekensKarstens lawyers and notaries) will give a brief presentation
on the modernization of labour law
in several European countries, especially in the Netherlands.
The participants shall then discuss
and review their mutual experiences
in the field of the (need for) modernization of their national labour law
systems. We strive to have a vivid
and proactive debate to be of benefit to all participants. You are kindly
invited to subscribe for this Practice
Group meeting which is open to any
Delegate.

Private
Equity &
International
Wealth
Management
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30
Prof. Robert Anthony
Case Study of
“A Lucky Life”
For a dynamic and
proactive presentation, the Practice
Group has developed the project Prof. Robert
“Case Study of a Anthony
lucky life” which will
run throughout 2014 and maybe longer, and which appeals to the contribution of each proactive and volunteer
GGI member. The aim is to obtain an
open panel discussion, allowing parti
cipants to brainstorm and benefit from
the discussion.
Continuing on from the meeting at the
ITPG Winter Meeting in Milan (February 2014), experts will reply to questions from children live advising them
on their issues. The case study will be
presented to members indicating the
questions raised, which will start to be
addressed in the practice group.
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Renewable
Energies
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30
Dr. Michael Bihler
The development
of Renewable Energies in Europe
has great similarity
with meteorological
phenomena:
The wind changes
quite often and Dr. Michael
even if you had Bihler
the wind behind
you yesterday it may blow you off
the road today. It is more than the
battle of competing political parties
pushing or slowing down things.
It is now Big Coal and Big Oil who
recently discovered their interest in
the Renewables.
Whereas up to now energy policy
has been more or less an internal
affair of each EU Member State,
the EU is gaining more and more
control. Member States have been
developing at different speeds, especially in their policies towards Renewables. This sometimes caused
admiration or even envy of neighboring countries but created a big
mess in Germany recently. We will
bring you up to speed on the latest
developments.
Our main focus will be on Ålands
Vindkraft AB vs. Energimyndigheten, a case currently pending before
the European Court of Justice (ECJ).
This case deals with the conditions
at which power producers may feed
green power into the grids of another EU Member State. Are they
entitled to the same subsidies this
Member State is granting to its domestic industry, or can they be sent
off with the regular market price?
The Attorney General recently pleaded that they may claim the subsidies
typically granted by the target Mem-
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Debt
Collection,
Restructuring
& Insolvency
ber State. He held that the EU legislation allowing the Member States
to exclude foreign green power producers from their domestic subsidy
systems is incompatible with the
free movement of goods. If the ECJ
follows the Attorney General (which
is likely), this case might evolve as
a turning point for the entire European Renewable Energies market.
What is your opinion about this
topic?

Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30
Dr. Attila Kovács
The Practice Group
will continue with
its long term discussion regarding
the similarities and
differences of the
European Insolvency and Debt Collec- Dr. Attila
tion regulations in Kovács
the different member states. Our aim is to seek for the
best possible strategies and solutions
for both debtors and creditors depending on the needs of our clients.
We’ll discuss three very interesting
topics which will show what a big
importance the differences may have
despite a “harmonized” European
legislation.
Mr. Jim James from WardHadaway
Law Firm, UK will discuss Bankruptcy
Tourism in the UK, its potential advantages and pitfalls. A recent phenomenon in the UK is individuals or corporations relocating their residence
to the UK to take advantage of the
country’s Insolvency Legislation .This
has been called Bankruptcy Tourism.
The Courts have been cautious about
allowing individuals to relocate for
this purpose but more welcoming of
corporations.
Mrs. Raluca Andrei from Portnoi and
Associates Law Firm, Bucharest will
discuss the Implementation of a reorganization plan under the Romanian
insolvency law. Due to some legal
inconsistencies which have not been
corrected up to now, it is possible that
a reorganization plan which has been

legally voted by the creditors and confirmed by the syndic judge cannot be
implemented because of various legal actions that can be initiated by a
minority creditor. How to survive and
how the rescue an enterprise if the
agreement with the creditors cannot
be implemented and it takes even a
half year time to get a ruling on that?
Mr. Jordi Pallares from VERSAT ADVOCATES, Barcelona will present
Filing of a bankruptcy proceeding
in Spain both from the debtors’ perspective and from the creditors’ perspective: under which circumstances
must a debtor file for bankruptcy,
and under which circumstances can
a creditor file for its debtor’s bankruptcy. Consequences of lack of / late
filing by the debtor; advantages for
the creditor of filing for the debtor’s
bankruptcy.
In the remaining part of the meeting
we’ll present the results of our recent
marketing actions and discuss the
preparation of a new, unified and universal handbook regarding enforcement of claims within the European
Union and other parts of the world in
order to present the most important
rules for those ones, who are interested in these regulations.
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Governmental
Affairs & Public
Procurement
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30
Dr. László Tunyogi
With the European Parliamentary
elections coming up, it is essential
to be well-informed in what the old
government is leaving behind and
what the new one will have to work
with. The importance and relevance
of Your Voice in Europe in relation to
its impact on our future will be discussed. It provides
the members of
GGI and their clients with a unique
tool for shaping the
decisions concerning Europe and the
lives of its citizens. Dr. László
How is it done? Tunyogi
Find out more
about the opportunities and financial
benefits it provides.
Also, being at the World Center of the
whisky empire, I believe it is our duty
and responsibility to learn about this
heavenly beverage. In order to do so,
I’m proposing a comparative study
(whisky tasting session) in order to
become connoisseurs in its noble
heritage.

Immigration
& Expatriate
Services and
and Trust &
Estate Planning
Friday, 4 April 2014
Joint Meeting Part 2 – 16:00-17:30

Indirect Taxes
(Sub-Group
International
Taxation)
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30
Steve McCrindle

Ionut Catalin Zeche, Steven L. Cantor
In a unique joint
practice group session, a panel of
tax and immigration experts from
several countries
(the United States,
Canada, the United Ionut Catalin
Kingdom and the Zeche
Netherlands) will
compare and contrast the various
issues to be considered by wealthy
immigrants prior to
becoming residents
in these particular
countries.
Addi- Steven L.
tional topics for dis- Cantor
cussion will include
the decision by the IESPG / European
region to extend the already existing
“Regulatory and Tax Aspects for Expatriates” for the Asian region into
the European region and the development of a matrix with details about
the tax and other regulatory aspects
applicable to expatriates who come
from European countries for employment or to render services.
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The Indirect Tax
PG has become increasingly a point
of interest for members across different
jurisdictions
by promoting different topics from Steve
various countries. McCrindle
The meeting in Edinburgh aims to consolidate the position of each member by contributing
to the 3rd edition of the Indirect Tax
Newsletter as well as having open
panels of various topics of interest
such as infringement of neutrality and
how to better leverage the Consultation Paper on the Review of the existing VAT legislation on public bodies
and tax exemptions in the public interest and implementation across Europe. The chairperson of the meeting
will be presenting the VAT module of
the IBFD and discuss on the fee proposal given.
We are welcoming you to be part of
a lively discussion and to leverage the
best of the meeting!

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

M&A
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30
Tim van der Meer
The M&A Practice Group now has a
total of almost 200 GGI registered
members. We strive to become the
World’s most relevant multidisciplinary M&A network. This year’s
European M&A PG Meeting in Edinburgh will again cover several interesting and relevant subjects concerning several aspects of M&A:
Introduction and update by the
board
Deal Market: How to increase deal
flow and M&A
work
between
members
Howden: presentation on Insurance of Reps &
Warranties
Haines
Watts: Tim
The Challenge of van der Meer
Raising Finance
Informal networking & drinks at the
hotel bar, first drinks kindly offered
by the M&A PG.

Real
Estate
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30
Dr. Reinhard Nacke
GGI
Practice
Group Guidelines
submitted by GGI
and report about
the Chairpersons
Meeting 2014
Chances of real
estate
invest- Dr. Reinhard
ments in differ- Nacke
ent countries (the
participants can outline in short [10
minutes or less] why it is advisable
for foreign investors to invest into
properties in their country).
Impact of electrification of vehicles
on cities and properties; thereafter
a test drive with a TESLA MODEL S.
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Task Force
Financial
Crisis
Friday, 4 April 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30
Claudio G. Cocca
The
last
few
months have been
overshadowed by
the political conflict
in the Ukraine and
possible economic
sanctions by Western allies against Claudio G.
Russia. It also be- Cocca
came evident just
how susceptible European stock
markets were to the Crimea conflict.
The USA is on the road to recovery
and the economy is showing ever
more signs of stability. As a result,
the Fed announced that it will cut
monthly Treasury bond purchases.
This tighter monetary policy has
caused a flight of capital to start in
the emerging countries (Brazil, India and Turkey), which will further
worsen the political problems in
these countries (especially Turkey
and Thailand).
The situation looks bleaker for Europe as economic growth is far too
weak. Only partial solutions have
been found for rescuing the Euro,
none of which are long-term. The
upcoming European elections will
intensify both the political conflicts
and the divide within the EU.
In this meeting, we will discuss how
a conflict between Europe and Russia threatens (economic and political) stability and the extent to which
Europe is dependent on Russian energy. We will also talk about the political division in the EU, particularly in
respect of the European elections, as
well as the problems of tighter monetary policy and rising interest rates
for emerging countries.
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WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

Workshop with Michael Reiss von Filski

Understanding GGI

Compulsory for candidates and new members
Michael
Reiss von Filski
GGI Geneva Group
International
Saturday,
5 April 2014
09:00-12:00

An interactive overview offering a better understanding of the daily life of GGI, membership criteria, selection of members, conferences, workshops, practice groups, the
charter, and the functioning of Head Office,
the Regional Offices and the Executive Committee. This workshop is not only interesting
for new of first-time attendees, it will also
provide participants with an in-depth view of

daily operations as handled by the GGI management, strategic outlooks and future plans.
Clearer insight into the structure and functioning of GGI can also result in expansion of
your business, since it provides you with the
ability to explain GGI better to colleagues in
your firm and your clients.

Workshop with Sophia Moon-Crowson

Addressing the Elephant in the
Room: Social Media Governance
Sophia
Moon-Crowson
GGI Geneva Group
International
Saturday,
5 April 2014
09:00-12:00

Social Media Governance is more than just
a policy – it contains a firm’s social media
tenets. These tenets inform and instruct a
firm’s guidelines, plans, and policies surrounding social media engagement, both at
the firm level, as well as on an individual level
for the leadership, employees, and clients of
the firm. With social media adoption growing steadily and becoming a larger part of our

lives and how business is done, it is critical
to have a working social media governance
model.
In this interactive workshop, we will delve into
the infamous Harvard Business School Case,
United Breaks Guitars, and delve deeper into
the elements of Social Media Governance,
and some best practices.

Workshop with Robert Thompson

Robert
Thompson
Ward Hadaway

Saturday,
5 April 2014
09:00-12:00

“Shaping the Deal” - An
interactive workshop on drafting
LOIs/MOUs/Heads of Terms
The workshop, which will be introduced and led
by Robert Thompson, corporate partner in GGI
member firm Ward Hadaway and editor of the
UK’s leading guide for practitioners on warranties
and indemnities in share and asset deals (Sinclair
on Warranties and Indemnities on Share and Asset Sales), will be of interest to anyone whose role

is advising their clients on the terms of their corporate transactions.With a focus on UK transactions, the workshop will involve a discussion about
many of the issues that ought to be addressed in
a typical corporate transaction (even if often overlooked!), and the way in which these issues can be
dealt with - from both sides’ perspective.
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Workshop with Mark Pattimore

Is this the end to your
right of Privacy?
This interactive workshop will explore the significant changes taking place in the exchange of
information and the calls for greater transparency on international business structures. Briefly
touching on FATCA and the exchange of financial
information through the UK Intergovernmental Agreements that mirror this and the OECD
common reporting standard that will be taking
the FATCA – like regime global. We will discuss
the European Parliament’s plans to provide open
company registers and also open trust registers,
what it means to you / your clients and the opportunities and threats this brings. Topics covered will include:

FATCA and the UK IGA, implementation and
effect.
The forthcoming OECD common reporting
standards and its extent / costs and challenges.
The European Parliament decision on (public)
registers on companies and trust ownership
now a financial service directive not a tax directive. Will they come in and what will be the
effect?
new international rules to address cross-border business structures or finance transactions (BEPS announced in the UK budget).

Mark Pattimore
Heritage Corporate
Services Ltd.

Saturday,
5 April 2014
09:00-12:00

Workshop with Alan Rajah

The Nine Characteristics
of Successful Business Leaders
and Entrepreneurs

Self-esteem, need to achieve, screening for opportunity, locus of control, goal orientation,
optimism, courage, tolerance to ambiguity and
strong internal motivation are the nine characteristics of successful business leaders and entrepreneurs.
The good news is that many of these leadership
characteristics are learnable. For example, one
can train the mind to recognize opportunity, optimism is a controllable state of mind and even
the need for achievement can be increased. The

bad news is it’s not easy to do so. After all, one
can’t make a house strong with a good foundation and one can’t be successful in business unless one possesses certain personal characteristics. This workshop is intended as a focused
continuation of the key note speech, looking at
the nine characteristics of leaders and entrepreneurs. In an open discussion, participants
will share their own experiences and their own
correlation between entrepreneurialism and
leadership.

Alan Rajah
Lawrence Grant,
Chartered
Accountants

Saturday,
5 April 2014
09:00-12:00
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ACCOMPANYING PERSON PROGRAM

Sightseeing Tours
Edinburgh Old Town – Visit the historic
Old Town including a stop at the famous Edinburgh Castle, set high above
lush Princes Street Gardens. Take in the
views from the Castle Esplanade which
stretch across the city, over the Firth
and Forth and on towards the Kingdom
of Fife. Continue down the Royal Mile
to the Palace of Holyroodhouse, the official residence in Scotland of Her Majesty The Queen. Standing at the end of
Edinburgh’s Royal Mile against the spectacular backdrop of Arthur’s Seat and
opposite the recently opened Scottish
Parliament, the Palace briefly served as
the headquarters of Bonnie Prince Charlie during the 1745 uprising and, today,

the Royal Apartments are used regularly
by The Queen and other members of the
Royal Family for State ceremonies and
official entertaining. Time permitting,
visit the World Heritage Site architecture
of the New Town before continuing onto
historic Calton Hill. This is a wonderful
spot for views across the city and a great
place to capture that panoramic photograph of both the Old and New Towns.
Stirling Castle – Travel approximately
40 minutes from the capital to Stirling
Castle, where you can visit this imposing
stronghold, the favourite residence of
the Stuart kings, where Mary Queen of
Scots was crowned. Known as the ‘Key
to Scotland’, for centuries this was the

Edinburgh – Old Town

Stirling Castle

Glenkinchie Distillery
most important castle in Scotland and
the views from the top make it easy to
see why.
Glenkinchie Distillery – Situated in the
rolling peaceful farmland of East Lothian, yet only 20 minutes from the Capital city Edinburgh, it has become known
as ‘The Edinburgh Malt’. This lowland
malt is typical of its flavor characteristics
light, floral & fragrant. Visit the distillery
and experience a real taste of Scotland.
You will by led through the production
area of the distillery learning how to
make the “water of life”. To finish your
tour you are welcomed into the bar for a
dram of Glenkinchie 12 Year Old Single
Malt Whisky.

Thursday, 3 April 2014
Time

Event

Room

19:00 – 20:00

Welcome Reception in the hotel

The Atrium

20:00 – 22:30

Welcome Dinner in the hotel
Dress code: elegant / business formal

Edinburgh Suite

22:30

End of the day’s official program

Hotel Bar

Friday, 4 April 2014
Time

Event

Room

10:00 – 16:00

St. Andrews & Fife Day Tour – Including Afternoon Tea at Rusacks Hotel in St. Andrews – only for registered participants

19:00

Meeting point at hotel lobby and transfer to dinner venue

19:30 – 22:30

Reception and Dinner at John Hope Gateway – Dress code: business casual (location see page 6)

22:30

End of the day’s official program

Hotel Bar
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Saturday, 5 April 2014
Time

Event

Room

07:30 – 10:00

Breakfast in the hotel – Dress code: casual

One Square Restaurant

12:00 – 14:00

Lunch in the Hotel for Delegates and Accompanying Persons The Atrium & Foyer

14:00 – 17:00

Sightseeing Tours for Delegates and Accompanying Persons – only for registered participants

18:30

Meeting point at hotel lobby and transfer to dinner venue

19:00 – 22:30

Cocktail and Gala Dinner at Hopetoun House – Dress code: black tie / tuxedo (location see page 6)

22:30

End of the day’s official program

Hotel Bar

Sunday, 6 April 2014
Time

Event

Room

07:30 – 10:00

Breakfast in the hotel – Dress code: casual

One Square Restaurant

Individual departure from the hotel
08:00 – 19:00

Optional Day Tour to Loch Ness, Glencoe & the Highlands – only for registered participants

Optional Day Tour to Loch
Ness, Glencoe & the Highlands
The tour passes through magnificent Glencoe,
scene of the clan massacre of the MacDonalds by
the Campbells in 1692, and on through Fort William, the beginning of the “Great Glen” and the
Caledonian Canal, which the tour follows up to
Fort Augustus, nestling on the banks of Loch Ness.
Here you can enjoy your lunch, a boat trip (subject
to availability) or take a wander along the lochside
with spectacular views of the loch. From here you
return south to Edinburgh via “Monarch of the
Glen” country, stopping in Pitlochry on the way.

Loch Ness – part of the optional day tour

Edinburgh, Scotland
General Information
As an old Scots saying has it, ‘guid gear
comes in sma’ bouk’ (good things come
in small packages). And despite its small
size, Scotland certainly has many trea-

sures crammed into its compact territory.
There’s something for all tastes. There’s
turbulent history and fascinating genealogy, castles and country pubs, canoeing

and caber-tossing, golfing and fishing and
all-round good craic (lively conversation).
Edinburgh is one of Europe’s most

...next page
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GENERAL INFORMATION

beautiful cities, draped across a series
of rocky hills overlooking the sea. It’s
a town intimately entwined with its
landscape, with buildings and monuments perched atop crags and overshadowed by cliffs - in the words of
Robert Louis Stevenson, ‘a dream in
masonry and living rock’. From the Old
Town’s picturesque jumble of medieval
tenements piled high along the Royal
Mile, its turreted skyline strung between the black, bull-nosed Castle Rock
and the russet palisade of Salisbury
Crags, to the New Town’s neat grid of
neoclassical respectability, all columns
and capitals, porticoes and pediments,
the city offers a constantly changing
perspective. And it’s all small enough
to explore easily on foot. Like a favourite
book, Edinburgh is a city you’ll want to
dip into again and again, savouring each
time a different image or experience
- the castle silhouetted against a blue
spring sky with a yellow haze of daffodils misting the slopes below the esplanade; stumbling out of a late-night club
into the pale gold of a summer dawn,
with only the yawp of seagulls and the
thrum of taxi tyres over cobblestones
to break the unexpected silence; heading for a café on a chilly morning with
the haar (fog) snagging the spires of the
Old Town, and the dark mouths of the
wynds (alleys) more mysterious than
ever; and festival fireworks crackling in
the night sky as you stand, transfixed,
amid the crowds in Princes St Gardens.

Climate
The weather in Scotland is extremely
variable - one day it could be overcast
and rainy (or ‘dreich’ to use a Scottish
phrase), and the next gloriously light
and sunny. A distinctive feature of Edinburgh’s weather is the ‘haar’, a dense,
chilly fog that often blows in from the
North Sea when the wind is in the east.
April brings spring to Scotland, with longer days, sunshine with a modicum of
warmth and below average rainfall as the
countryside becomes clothed in green
and the snow-melt engorges rivers and
streams. The average temperature in
April is around 10°C, but nights still wallow in single figures.

Visa
Please note that some countries require
a visa for the United Kingdom. Therefore
please contact your local UK Embassy.
Please note that all individuals are responsible for their own travel arrangements
and visa matters.

Scottish Cuisine

Highlands castle

Language
Scottish English refers to the varieties
of English spoken in Scotland. It may
or may not be considered distinct from
the Scots language. It is always considered distinct from Scottish Gaelic, a
Celtic language. In addition to distinct
pronunciation, grammar and expressions, Scottish English has distinctive
vocabulary.

Currency
The UK currency is the pound sterling
(GBP). ‘Quid’ is a slang term for pound.
Euros are accepted in Scotland only at
some major tourist attractions and a
few upmarket hotels - it’s always better to have cash in sterling. The current
exchange rate is: 1 GBP = USD 1.66350;
GBP = EUR 1.19586. Source: OANDA.
com / 18.03.2014
You can change currency and traveller’s
cheques at exchange counters, Bureau
de Change, scattered throughout the city
centre, and in banks, post offices and
travel agencies. Banks generally offer the
best rates. Bureaux de Change may offer
good exchange rates but frequently levy
outrageous commissions and fees.

The signature dish of Scotland is undoubtedly Haggis, and impressive though
it is, Scotland’s kitchens have a whole lot
more to offer. Traditional Scottish cuisine
is based on local produce - oats for porridge and oatcake biscuits (bannocks),
salted, or smoked meat and game. Fish
is a staple.
Today Scotland’s chefs take the best of
their culinary heritage, re-interpreting
their grandmothers’ recipes to produce
delectable variations on the old standards. Scotland is famous for Aberdeen
Angus Beef, succulent Lamb, and delicate
summer fruits such as raspberries, strawberries, and blackberries. An increasing
number of specialist farms in the Highlands produce Venison, and cheese making is a rediscovered art.
The Scots are a nation of self-confessed
sweet addicts and aside from their heavenly fudge and boiled sweets (boilings)
“rhubarb rock” and “Soor Plooms”, there
is a host of traditional puddings like cranachan and cream crowdie, girdle scones
and clootie dumpling, not to mention
jams, jellies and preserves of all kinds.
Aside from whisky the Scottish have a
second national drink - Irn Bru. It is very
sweet, very orange and defies description.

Voltage
EVoltage is 240v 50Hz. Most establishments in Scotland have square-pin sockets for 3, 5 and 13 amp fuses. Adapters are
widely available at most airports.
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