1

World
Conference
Cape Town | South Africa
16 - 19 October 2014

Delegate
Programme

Keynote
Speeches

Practice Group
Meetings

R
OCHU
R
B
E
T
A
SEPAR

Workshop
Summaries

General
Information

E

Accompanying
Person Programme

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa

2

The GGI World Conference
is hosted by:

CONTENTS

Contents
Welcome to Cape Town | Contact

03

Delegate Programme

04

Keynote Speech Summaries & Biographies

07

Practice Group Meeting Summaries

09

Workshop Summaries

14

Cape Town, South Africa – General Information

15

We kindly thank our sponsors:

View of Cape Town

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa

3

WELCOME MESSAGE

Welcome
to Cape Town
Dear Friend,
It is our pleasure to welcome you to Cape Town and our annual GGI World
Conference. We are delighted that this year’s Conference kicks off directly after
our inaugural Middle East Africa Regional Conference, which was fully booked
and reflects the growing demand in the region.
Our World Conference continues our tradition of excellent and informative keynote speakers, anchored by thirteen practice group meetings and four workshops. We also provide you with ample opportunities to become better acquainted with us and the other member firms in the GGI family. During 2014
alone we have had well over 50 new member firms join us, quite a number of
whom are represented here and whom we would like to extend an especially
warm welcome.
Here is some operational information you should be aware of:
TIMING: Our Conference will run on time. We work hard, we have lots of
fun, but we are never late. If a Session starts late, we will still end on time so
please pay attention to the times as stated in the programme.
REGISTRATION: All delegates must complete registration prior to attending
any of the sessions. Please wear your badge at all times during the Conference, as only delegates with official Conference ID will be allowed into any of
the Sessions and social functions.
MEETING POINT: The meeting point for all social programmes and partners’ programmes will be in the hotel lobby. Tours are only for pre-registered
participants. If you are not sure which tour(s) you have signed up for, just
check at the Conference Reception Desk.
Finally, we hope you find the time to truly experience Cape Town. This is a beautiful city with plenty to offer. Our evening social events showcase two fantastic
locations in the city: the ultra-hip Shimmy Beach Club and the very luxurious
Mount Nelson Hotel at the foot of Table Mountain.
We want you to enjoy this Conference, for sometimes work can also be a pleasure.
Our team is here to help you with any queries you may have, and you will be able to
find them at the GGI hospitality desk at any time during the opening hours.
With our very best regards

Contacts
The Westin Cape Town
Convention Square
Lower Long Street
Cape Town, 8000
South Africa
T: +27 21 412 9999
F: +27 21 412 9001
W: www.westin.com/grandcapetown

Your GGI main contact persons:
Linda Soriton
Laura Herbert
Margaret Leddy
Dr Marco Izzo
You will always find one of us at
the hospitality desk during our
opening hours.
GGI hospitality desk opening hours:
Wednesday, 19:00 - 21:00
Thursday, 08:00 - 20:00
Friday, 08:00 - 17:00
Saturday, 08:45 - 12:00
In case of an emergency you can
reach Laura Herbert on her mobile +41 79 794 42 10.

Meeting Point for all outings:
Hotel lobby

For information on sightseeing
options, please contact our local
event agency:
South African Tourism Company
Melissa de Jager
T: +27 21 794 9050
E: res@south-african-hotels.com
W: www.south-african-hotels.com
www.south-african-lodges.com
GGI conference delegates qualify
for additional discounts on hotel
and lodge bookings.

Claudio G. Cocca

Michael Reiss von Filski
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Thursday, 16 October 2014
Time

Event

Room

08:00 – 16:00

Game of Golf at the Clovelly Golf Club

10:00 – 16:30

Executive Committee Meeting
Only for Executive Committee Members

Marco Polo

14:30 – 18:00

Practice Group Meeting International Taxation

Da Gama / Diaz

19:00 – 20:00

Welcome Reception
Dress code: elegant / business formal

Old Harbour Lobby

20:00 – 22:30

Welcome Dinner
Dress code: elegant / business formal

Grand Ballroom

Introduction of GGI member candidates and new member firms
22:30

End of the day’s official programme

Hotel Bar

Cape Town – Houses of Parliament Building
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Speaker

Oliver Biernat

Michael Reiss von Filski

5

DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Friday, 17 October 2014
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

07:30 – 09:00

Breakfast

Hotel Restaurant

09:00 – 12:30

Conference | Dress code: business casual

Grand Ballroom

09:00 – 09:15

Official Conference Opening by
Swiss Ambassador to South Africa

H.E. Christian Meuwly

09:15 – 09:20

Presidential Welcome

Claudio G. Cocca

09:20 – 09:30

Opening Speeches by our Host Firms

Clive Noland
Cornelia van Heerden

09:30 – 10:30

“The World and Africa beyond 2014 – How a fox sees it”

Dr Clem Sunter

10:30 – 10:50

Coffee Break

10:50 – 11:30

“Investment Challenges in sub-Saharan Africa”

H.E. Chirau Ali Mwakwere

11:30 – 12:30

Management Report

Michael Reiss von Filski

Regional Report Europe

Michael Reiss von Filski

Regional Report North America

Adam Crowson

Regional Report Latin America

Michael Reiss von Filski

Regional Report Middle East / Africa & Asia-Pacific

Peter Kaeser

Presentation of upcoming conferences

Adam Crowson

Global Village on the Move Report

Graeme Saggers

Old Harbour Lobby

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch for Delegates

Ground Level Restaurants

14:00 – 15:30

Practice Group meetings – Round One
Joint Meeting for Auditing, Reporting & Compliance
and Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency

Vasco da Gama

Dr. Thomas Geiger
Dr. Attila Kovács

Immigration & Expatriate Services

Bartholomew Diaz

Ionut Catalin Zeche

M&A

Victoria & Alfred

Tim van der Meer

Real Estate

Marco Polo

Paul Simmons

Global Political Economy and International Relations
Understanding the International Economic Order

Prince Edward / Schappen

Claudio G. Cocca

Trust and Estate Planning

Seal / Robben

Graham Busch / Henry Charles

Indirect Taxes (Sub-group ITPG)

Sir Francis Drake

Raluca Tutu

15:30 – 16:00

Coffee Break

Old Harbour Lobby

16:00 – 17:30

Practice Group meetings – Round Two
Joint Meeting for Auditing, Reporting & Compliance
and Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency

Vasco da Gama

Dr. Thomas Geiger
Dr. Attila Kovács

Business Development & Marketing

Bartholomew Diaz

Gordon Smith

Corporate, Commercial & IP

Victoria & Alfred

Ady Nordman

International Dispute Resolution

Seal / Robben

Johan F. Langelaar

Private Equity & International Wealth Management

Duncan Dock

Prof. Robert Anthony

19:00

Meeting point in the hotel lobby and transfer to the Shimmy Beach Club

19:30 – 22:30

Reception and Dinner at Shimmy Beach Club Cape Town | Dress code: casual

22:30

End of the day’s official programme

Hotel Bar
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Saturday, 18 October 2014
Time

Event

Room

07:30 – 09:00

Breakfast

Hotel Restaurant

09:00 – 10:30

Workshops - Part I

Speaker

The process of internationalising a practice –
measures and activities that promise success

Bartholomew Diaz

Frank E.R. Diem

Let’s take a look at Europe

Marco Polo

Dr Laszlo Tunyogi

Understanding GGI
(compulsory for all candidates and new members)

Sir Francis Drake

Michael Reiss von Filski

Code of ethics and professional judgement

Vasco Da Gama

Ricky Wong

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee Break

Pre-Function

11:00 – 12:00

Workshops - Part II

12:00 – 14:00

Lunch in the Hotel for Delegates and Accompanying Persons

14:00 – 17:00

Sightseeing Tours for Delegates and Accompanying Persons – only for pre-registered participants
Option A: Seal Island Boat Cruise | Option B: Cape Town City Tour | Meeting point: Hotel lobby

19:00

Meeting point in the hotel lobby and transfer to the Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel

19:30 – 23:30

Cocktail and Gala Dinner at Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel | Dress code: Black tie / Tuxedo

23:30

End of the official conference

Ground Level Restaurants

Hotel Bar

Sunday, 19 October 2014 (Departure or Optional Tour)
Time

Event

Room

08:00 – 10:00

Breakfast in the hotel

Hotel Restaurant

09:00 – 17:30

Optional Tour “The magnificent Cape Winelands of South Africa” for Delegates and Accompanying Persons – only for preregistered participants. Take a breath-taking journey through the winelands of the Cape. Witness the wine making process from the
vineyard to the bottle & visit the historical towns of Stellenbosch, Franschhoek & Paarl.
Individual departure from the hotel

17 October: Reception and Dinner
at Shimmy Beach Club Cape Town

18 October: Cocktail and Gala Dinner
at Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel

Shimmy Beach Club
12 South Arm Road
V&A Waterfront, Cape Town
T: +27 21 200 7778
W: www.shimmybeachclub.com
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Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel
76 Orange Street
Cape Town
T: +27 21 483 1000
W: www.belmond.com

KEYNOTE SPEECH SUMMARIES

7

Ambassador Chirau Ali Mwakwere

“Investment challenges
in Sub-Saharan Africa”
Sub-Saharan African countries are playing ever greater roles in shaping their
economies by formulating focused investment policies to attract foreign direct investments (FDI) in their abundant
natural resources, emerging international
supply chains, service industries and vibrant consumer markets. Nationwide

programmes have been instituted to address investment challenges such as corruption, inadequate and dysfunctional
infrastructure, capacity building as well as
the security of investment and land ownership, all of which could scupper investment decisions. Occasionally, conflicts of
interest between governments, investors

and stakeholders emerge. Such scenarios
present new challenges which are best
solved through joint consultations within
national and international laws as well
as best practices. Additionally, there are
global investment challenges including
climate change and terrorism which impact negatively on investment decisions.

Biography – Chirau Ali Mwakwere
Born on 15 June 1945, Chirau Ali Mwakwere is a Kenyan politician and diplomat.
He served concurrently as a Member of
Parliament and in the Kenyan cabinet
from 2003 to 2013, firstly as Minister
for Labour and Human Resource Development, then as Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Minister for Transport, Minister
for Trade and finally as the Minister for
Environment and Mineral Resources.
Before this, he was Kenya’s High Commissioner to Zimbabwe, Special Envoy
to the Great Lakes Region of Africa and
later Ambassador to the United Arab

Ambassador
Chirau Ali
Mwakwere
Emirates. His academic and professional qualifications include a Master
of Science (MSc) degree from the University of Wales Institute of Science
and Technology (UWIST), a Master of

Education (MEd) degree from the University of Birmingham and a Diploma
in Science Education (Dip.Ed) from the
University of Reading. He is a recipient
of Kenya’s second highest state/national decoration: The Order of the Elder of
Golden Heart (EGH), and a Fellow of
the Chartered Institute of Logistics and
Transport (FCILT). He offers consultancy and advisory services in governance
with a focus on national, regional and
international issues. Presently, he is the
Kenyan High Commissioner to Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania.

Dr Clem Sunter – Scenario Strategist

“The World and Africa beyond
2014 – How a fox sees it”
Why should you think like a fox when
you are planning your strategy? The answer is that foxes are constantly looking

out at the environment around them for
signs of change. When they spot a new
opportunity or threat, it is the speed

and quality of their response which allows them to survive and prosper.

...next page
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KEYNOTE SPEECH SUMMARIES

Likewise a company may have a sound vision and mission statement, but it must
have a radar system that picks up changes in the business environment. When
the flags go up that the game is changing,
a successful company will be ahead of its
competitors in adapting its strategies and
tactics to win the new game. For example,
in the field of marketing and sales, constant monitoring of customers’ expectations and needs is required so that the

product and service offering can be adjusted to maximise customer satisfaction.
In the world at large, there are six gamechanging flags waving in the wind: religious rivalry; a return to a Cold War
between America and Russia; climate
change; ageing populations in developed
economies; increasing inequality between
the super-rich and the rest; and the possibility of a global epidemic like Ebola. In

South Africa there are three flags to watch:
the style of leadership; the treatment of
the country’s pockets of excellence; and
the climate for a new generation of entrepreneurs.
The points to take away from the lecture
are: look out before you look in; adapt
your sales strategy as the market changes;
and have the bright eyes and speed of response of a bushy-tailed fox!

Biography – Dr Clem Sunter
Clem Sunter was born in Suffolk, England on 8th August 1944 and was educated at Winchester College. He went
to Oxford where he read Politics, Philosophy and Economics before joining
Charter Consolidated as a management
trainee in 1966. In 1971, he moved to Lusaka in Zambia to work for Anglo American Corporation Central Africa. From
there he was transferred in 1973 to the
Head Office of Anglo American Corporation of South Africa in Johannesburg.
He spent most of his subsequent career
in the Gold and Uranium Division, serving as its Chairman and CEO from 1990
to 1996. At the time it was the largest
gold producer in the world. He was until
recently Chairman of the Anglo American Chairman’s Fund, which in a recent
survey was rated the premier corporate
social responsibility fund in South Africa.
In the early 1980s, he established a scenario planning function in Anglo with
teams in London and Johannesburg.
Two members were Pierre Wack and
Ted Newland who previously headed

Since 1987, he has authored 17 books
some of which have been bestsellers.
His other main interests are seeking to
mobilise the private sector in the war
against HIV/AIDS and create a new
generation of entrepreneurs in South
Africa.
Dr Clem Sunter
up the scenario planning department
at Royal Dutch Shell and then acted
as consultants to Anglo for over a decade (after their retirement from Shell).
Using material from these teams, Dr
Sunter put together a presentation entitled ‘The World and South Africa in the
1990s’ which became very popular in
South Africa in the mid-1980s. In it, two
scenarios were offered for South Africa:
the ‘High Road’ of negotiation leading
to a political settlement and the ‘Low
Road’ of confrontation leading to a civil
war and a wasteland. South Africa took
the High Road. Two highlights for Clem
were a presentation to FW de Klerk and
the Cabinet in 1986 and a visit to Nelson
Mandela in prison to discuss the future
just before his release.

Beach of Llandudno, a suburb of Cape Town
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He was recently awarded an Honourary Doctorate by the University of
Cape Town for his work in the field of
scenario planning. He was also voted
by leading South African CEOs as the
speaker who has made the most significant contribution to, and impact
on, best practice and business in
South Africa. He has given scenario
presentations in Europe, India, Singapore, Britain, Australia and various
African countries. He has lectured at
the Harvard Business School in Boston and at the Central Party School in
Beijing.
Dr Sunter married Margaret Rowland in
1969 and they have one daughter and
two sons. His hobbies include music
and walking.

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES
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Joint meeting

International
Taxation

Auditing,
Reporting &
Compliance

Thursday, 16 October 2014
14:30-18:00

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Oliver Biernat

Dr. Thomas Geiger and Dr. Attila Kovács

Starting with “Exploring the opportunities and challenges for taxation
in Africa” and “Corporate and executive tax strategies –
moving from SA to Oliver
USA”, we will then Biernat
proceed to “Antitreaty shopping rules” and the “ECJ
decision on taxpayer’s rights in case
of information exchange”.

Companies in a crisis – fields of business activities for lawyers, auditors
and advisors

After our famous speed networking
and an online presentation from the
IFA Annual Congress in Mumbai, we
will hear presentations on subjects
ranging from a “China tax update”,
to “How to effectively cope with place
of management challenges regarding
new BEPS concerns” and “Trends in
treaty rates for withholding tax on interest”. Last but not least, we will discuss “How professional service firms
can work together on tax and legal
matters”, as well as benefitting from
the experience of a long-standing GGI
member.

Debt
Collection,
Restructuring
& Insolvency

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30

This highly practical meeting will
combine theory, best practice &
demonstrations to provide an expert, comprehensive review of current trends and tools of crisis management. The four presentations will
feature the following highlights:
Accounting and auditing: the PG
meeting will start with the demonstration of the going concern principle in accounting and auditing
to explore its potential as a crisis
management tool.
Recapitalisation: the presentation
will provide advanced insights into
the preparation of a successful recapitalisation plan with the aim
of applying effective strategies to
combat the crisis.

Dr. Thomas
Geiger

Dr. Attila
Kovács

Management
responsibilities:
comprehensive practical illustration of the management’s responsibilities and liability in a company’s insolvency.
Restructuring: The meeting will
close with a case study detailing an
exemplary international restructuring case to introduce key aspects
and problems of insolvency law
with a primary focus on liability
and tort law.

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa

10

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Immigration
& Expatriate
Services

M&A

Real
Estate

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Ionut Catalin Zeche

Tim van der Meer

Paul Simmons

The IESPG will
start with a brief
presentation of the
Practice Group, its
projects, members,
chairs and plans
for the future. The
agenda includes the
following topics:

The M&A Practice Group now
includes a total of
over 200 registered
GGI members. We
are striving to become the world’s
most relevant mul- Tim
tidisciplinary M&A van der Meer
network. This year’s
PG meeting has the following agenda:

South Africa has
faced various challenges that are
unique and many
are ongoing so the
real estate situation
has a special environment for investment purposes.

Ionut Catalin
Zeche

Global immigration law updates
from PG members
How to successfully design international assignments for oil and
gas contractors on rotational programmes
Briefing on the Single Permit EU
Directive 2011/98/EU
Go to mobility events: Worldwide
ERC, The Forum for Expatriate
Management. Share experiences
Russian crisis – are EU sanctions
against Russia really frozen in their
application for now? Impact on
immigration: entering and leaving
Russia.

Introduction of new board members
of the M&A Practice Group
“Accountants and lawyers and brokers, mind the gap: closing accounts
mechanisms in sale and purchase
agreements” – Robert Thompson,
Ward Hadaway
“How the world’s largest rose farm
was sold to one of the biggest private
equity firms in the world, KKR, thanks
to the GGI M&A PG” – Tim van der
Meer, Marktlink
“Key strategic issues faced when negotiating or considering a Joint Venture in India” – Raghu Marwah, RNM
Discussion
At around 5 pm, all M&A Practice
Group participants are invited to continue their discussions during an informal networking session at a drinks
reception in the hotel bar. First drinks
are provided with the kind compliments
of the M&A Practice Group. The M&A
Practice Group meeting is open to both
members and non-members.

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa

Paul
Simmons

There will be a presentation by a local real estate expert on the factors effecting real estate investment and values in South Africa. This will allow a
deeper understanding and an honest
evaluation of the issues and opportunities in respect of owning property in
South Africa.
There will be a chance for participants
to provide short updates on how issues that affect property investment
have changed in their countries during 2014 and the outlook for 2015.
This will include a review of economic, political, legal and tax matters. The
uncertainty arising from the Russian
aggression, Catalans desire for independence and Chinese investment is
having a global impact and it will be
fascinating to see the local effect for
our participants.

PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES
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Global
Political
Economy and
International
Relations

Trust &
Estate
Planning

Indirect Taxes
(Sub-Group
International
Taxation)

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 1 – 14:00-15:30

Claudio G. Cocca

Graham Busch and Henry Charles

Raluca Tutu

Understanding the
International Economic Order

Henry and Graham look forward
to welcoming you
to their Practice
Group workshop.
Today’s topic will
be: “Death in two
countries”.

The Indirect Taxes
Practice
Group
meeting aims to
bring together indirect tax professionals from all
over the world for
open and fruitful Raluca Tutu
discussions, as well
as to develop synergies and prepare
the platform for close collaborations
and referrals between members. After an introduction round, we will
have an open panel discussion on
infringement on VAT neutrality, ways
to mitigate the infringement as well
as practical solutions and compliance
barriers removed by the standard VAT
return for EU member states.

Is the world facing a new political
order? We wanted
to believe that Rus- Claudio G.
sia could become Cocca
part of a united
Europe. However, Russia considered
the enlargement of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO) and the
planned European Union (EU) Association Agreement with the Ukraine
to be an infringement on its sphere
of influence, which triggered the
Ukraine conflict. Are we on the verge
of a new Cold War? The fact of the
matter is that the USA needs Russia’s
support in the fight against Islamic
State (IS), not least because Russian
relations with Syria and Iraq are good,
but also because military agreement
on Ukraine seems unlikely with partition a probable scenario.
A further topic of the meeting is the
gloomy economic situation in the
eurozone, especially in France and
Italy. The recent intervention by the
European Central Bank (ECB) shows
that the situation is much more serious than is perceived by the public.
Great challenges still lie ahead for the
eurozone.

Graham
Busch

Division of tax legislation and planning
ideas for a resident
of Country A who
dies with assets in
Country B. You are
located in Country
B and we would like
to receive your in- Henry
put in terms of the Charles
following headers
as related to your country:
Death taxes in general
The tax position of non-residents
who die with assets in Country B
Pre-death planning tips

Some administrative matters will be
discussed, such as newsletter contributions, business development opportunities and synergies in the onestop shop.

Short presentations of around five to
ten minutes will be held.

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa
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Business
Development
& Marketing

Corporate,
Commercial
& IP

International
Dispute
Resolution

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30

Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30

Gordon Smith

Ady Nordman

Johan F. Langelaar

“The most effective
tools and means for
professional service
firms to engage a
potential client audience”.

Today’s topic will
be: “After life: digital assets – digital
will and testament”.

It was an extravaganza as the whole
world was tuned in
to watch the “trial
by media” in the
Oscar
Pistorius
case, which was
shown live, spark- Johan F.
ing a spectacle as Langelaar
the global media
kept abreast of developments in the
case.

The next BD&M PG Gordon
meeting will focus Smith
on different ways
of attracting clients. Allen I. Kutchins
from Kutchins, Robbins & Diamond
Ltd. will share his experience in building “centres of influence” (COI),
which are the most important concept in business networking. Different
types of client and business associate
touchpoints will be discussed, as well
as factors which make effective COI
and approaches in their development.

Today, we all live
in a digital world. Ady
Our work environ- Nordman
ment and day-today life have evolved. Smart devices
have contributed greatly to this rapid
change. Billions of people now use
passwords, web-driven accounts,
Facebook, Twitter and other personal
accounts. However, the laws of where
and how to keep all those assets is
somewhat behind schedule. We will
discuss current trends in securing
digital assets as part of the estate we
leave after death.

Gordon Smith from Citroen Wells
Chartered Accountants will talk about
the importance of niche markets in
explaining how businesses can effectively plan, launch, maintain and
expand their niche market, how they
can attract new niche market clients
to their firm and how they can become the leader in their field? Lesley
Gregory from international law firm
Memery Crystal focusing on firms
putting themselves “in clients’ shoes”
and ways in which clients/targets can
find firms as opposed to firms “selling” and trying to find clients.

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa

Cornelia van Heerden B.A. LLB. will
discuss the impact of the media on
the judicial system and conducting
cases under the media spotlight. Specific emphasis will be placed on the
balancing of two contesting rights,
namely the right to a fair trial and the
right of freedom of expression, while
ensuring that justice and public interest are served. Furthermore, she will
discuss the impact of the media on
the reputation of the South African legal system and whether it will reflect
the independence of the country’s
courts and judiciary.
Participants will be awarded the opportunity to share their views on the
effect of the media in conducting cases in their own legal systems.

OPTIONAL TOURS

Private
Equity &
International
Wealth
Management
Friday, 17 October 2014
Round 2 – 16:00-17:30
Prof. Dr Robert Anthony

This meeting promises to be a dynamic
and proactive session. We have developed the “Case
study: a lucky life”
project, which will
run
throughout Prof. Dr
2014 and requests Robert Anthony
contributions from
all proactive and volunteer GGI members.
Our aim is to establish an open panel
discussion, offering participants the
opportunity to brainstorm and benefit
from the discussed results. In previous
Practice Group meetings this year, this
specific case study was discussed and
participants answered related questions. During our meeting in Cape
Town, we will deal with tax aspects and
other new issues resulting from the
case study.
As was the case in Edinburgh, this
PG meeting will again be filmed. The
edited version will be available free of
charge to GGI members who attended
our PG meetings in 2014. The final film
may be used for marketing purposes,
including member websites and social
media, for example.
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Saturday, 18 October: Seal
Island Boat Cruise or City Tour
Option A (14:00 – 17:00) – Seal Island Boat Cruise: Situated only 8
nautical miles (about 16 kms) from
Simon’s Town, Seal Island is home
to 75,000 Cape fur seals, 24 different
bird species and the hunting ground
of the great white shark. En route to
the island the views are truly spectacular, with Cape Point in the distance
to your right, Table Mountain and
the Constantia wine route to your
left and ahead, the majestic Hottentot’s Holland mountain range. All
year round we often encounter dolphins, humpback whales and brydes
whales. From July to November the
southern right whales are plentiful in
the bay and you can be assured of a
sighting.

Option B (14:00 – 17:00) – Cape
Town Half Day City Tour: To get a
taste of the thriving centre of the
Mother City, in the shelter of Table
Mountain, a Cape Town city tour is
not to be missed. Here you will find
a number of the Cape’s top attractions, from the imposing Castle of
Good Hope to the colourful cottages of the Bo Kaap, the bustling
Green Market Square, the South
African Museum and the beautiful Company Gardens. With an
experienced and knowledgeable
guide, and from the comfort of an
air-conditioned vehicle, you will be
able to learn more about the Cape
Town Central Business District and
its surrounds.

Sunday, 19 October: The
magnificent Cape Winelands
The magnificent Cape Winelands
of South Africa: Take a breathtaking
journey through the winelands of the
Cape. Witness the wine-making process from the vineyard to the bottle
and visit the historical towns of Stellenbosch, Franschhoek & Paarl.
All tours are only for pre-registered participants. If you are not sure what tour you are
signed up for, please check at the GGI hospitality desk.

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa
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WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

Workshop with Frank E.R. Diem

Frank E.R. Diem
Diem & Partner
Rechtsanwälte

Saturday,
18 October 2014
09:00-12:00

“The process of internationalising
a practice – measures and
activities that promise success”
The internationalisation of firms is becoming an
increasingly important topic in today’s global
society. What are the crucial strategic considerations? Are there intercultural issues which
must be taken into account? What challenges are
there regarding implementation? How can suitable personnel be found? What technical hurdles

must be cleared? Frank E.R. Diem will summarise
the results of the Cancun 2013 workshop, provide
an update on recent developments and, together
with participants, produce a comprehensive list
of the methods which firms can adopt in order to
internationalise their practice. This workshop is
open to GGI members of all professions.

Workshop with Dr Laszlo Tunyogi

“Let’s take a look at Europe”
Dr Laszlo Tunyogi
GGI Geneva Group
International
Saturday,
18 October 2014
09:00-12:00

In Europe, 2014 is a year of immense change.
A newly elected European Parliament has just
started its work, with new committees headed
by new chairpersons. The European Commission is in the process of signing agreements
on budget allocation to respective Member
States over the next seven years. New conflicts, new solutions and new methods are set
to arise.

ence us, the members of GGI, and our business ventures? What kind of tools can be
used by GGI members to influence these decisions, and with what success rate?
We are inviting you all, not just our European
partners, to this workshop in the hope of developing a mutual method for conveying information on a regular basis as well as new
market opportunities in these areas.

How do the decisions taken by the EU influ-

Workshop with Michael Reiss von Filski

“Understanding GGI”

Compulsory for candidates and new members
Michael
Reiss von Filski
GGI Geneva Group
International
Saturday,
18 October 2014
09:00-12:00

An interactive overview offering a better understanding of the daily life of GGI, membership criteria, selection of members, conferences, workshops, practice groups, the
charter, and the functioning of Head Office,
the Regional Offices and the Executive Committee. This workshop is not only interesting
for new and first-time attendees, but it will
also provide participants with an in-depth

view of daily operations as handled by GGI
management, strategic outlooks and future
plans. Clearer insight into the structure and
functioning of GGI can also result in expansion of your business, since it provides you
with the ability to explain the benefits of GGI
better to colleagues in your firm and your clients.
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Workshop with Ricky Wong

“Code of ethics and
professional judgement”
Objectivity and independence are
core ethical values essential in all
professions. The demand for high
ethical standards is evident in
securities laws and other professional regulations. At times, professionals, such as accountants,
are required to explore moral dilemmas posed by certain financial
transactions and situations which

require professional judgement to be made.
While a code of ethics can provide guidelines
and standards, it cannot offer definitive resolutions to all ethical questions and situations. The
workshop aims at inspiring participants from different professions to look at the core concepts
of ethical behaviour, to identify threats and to
develop decision-making strategies for handling
real-life ethical conflicts and dilemmas.

Ricky Wong
Wong Brothers & Co.

Saturday,
18 October 2014
09:00-12:00

Cape Town, South Africa:
General Information
Cape Town is the second-most populated
city in South Africa after Johannesburg,
and the provincial capital and primate city
of the Western Cape.
As the seat of the National Parliament, it
is also the legislative capital of the country. It forms part of the City of Cape Town
metropolitan municipality.
The city is famous for its harbour as well
as its natural setting in the Cape floral
kingdom, as well as for such well-known
landmarks as Table Mountain and Cape
Point. Cape Town is also Africa’s most
popular tourist destination.
Located on the shore of Table Bay, Cape
Town was originally developed by the
Dutch East India Company as a supply
station for Dutch ships sailing to Eastern
Africa, India, and the Far East. Jan van
Riebeeck’s arrival on 6 April 1652 established the first permanent European settlement in South Africa.

Cape Town quickly outgrew its original
purpose as the first European outpost
at the Castle of Good Hope, becoming
the economic and cultural hub of the
Cape Colony. Until the Witwatersrand
Gold Rush and the development of Johannesburg, Cape Town was the largest city in South Africa. Today it is one
of the most multicultural cities in the
world, reflecting its role as a major destination for immigrants and expatriates
to South Africa. As of 2011 the metropolitan region had an estimated population of 3.74million. The city was named
the World Design Capital for 2014 by the
International Council of Societies of Industrial Design.

Climate
Cape Town has a Mediterranean climate,
with mild, moderately wet winters and
dry, warm summers. In October the average high is around 21°C (70 F) and the
average low is 15°C (60 F).

Modern Cape Town
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Language
They’re not called the rainbow nation for
nothing. South Africa has 11 official languages, and scores of unofficial ones.
English is the most commonly spoken
language in official and commercial public life – but only the fifth most spoken
home language.

Currency
The currency in South Africa is the South
African Rand(ZAR). The current exchange
rate is:
1 EUR = ZAR 14,2582
1 ZAR = EUR 0,07006
Source:
1 USD = ZAR 11,2712
Oanda.com
01 October 2014
1 ZAR = USD 0,08865


Exchange offices

You will usually find a currency exchange counter at international airports
throughout South Africa; these can be
identified by the “Exchange” sign. You
will have to show your passport in order

to be able to exchange money. This is
a convenient way of changing currency.

ATM
One of the most convenient ways to buy
Rand is by using an ATM. You will often receive better exchange rates, even though
you have to pay a service fee, as with most
ATMs outside your bank network.

Credit card
If you have a credit card, you will find that
it provides one of the best exchange rates.

Voltage
Electrical sockets/outlets in South Africa usually supply electricity at between
220/230 V; Plug M. You might require a
voltage converter and plug adapter.

Local Time
The local time in Cape Town is GMT/UTC
+02:00 hours.

Cape Town – Historical Waterfront

GGI World Conference 2014 | Cape Town | South Africa

Cape Town – Clock Tower at the Waterfront

