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WELCOME MESSAGE

Welcome to Marrakesh
Dear GGI Members and Friends

We are delighted to bring you here
to Marrakesh. Between Spain and
Algeria, lies this ever-enchanting
Kingdom of Morocco – often referred
to as Europe’s gateway to exotic
adventures. Humphrey Bogart and
Ingrid Bergman may have given the
world Casablanca but there is much
more to this country than its largest
city. Marrakesh is often mistaken as
the capital of Morocco; while that
title belongs to Rabat, most travelers
and locals will agree that Marrakesh
is where the heart of Morocco lies.
Marrakesh exudes culture and
history, where the medinas create a
maze of narrow alleyways, where the
sand dunes paint an endless picture
of crimson and gold, where you can
feast on tagine before relaxing with
a steaming cup of mint tea, often
accompanied by delicate sweets.
It’s said that you won’t leave before
planning your next trip back.
Perhaps that is what happened
to us. We came here for the GGI
Middle East & African Regional
Conference last year and could not
wait to come back once again for this
Conference. We have our hosts, Firec
& Associes, to thank for welcoming

Conference Hotel
ES SAADI MARRAKECH RESORT
Rue Ibrahim El Mazini
40000 Marrakesh
Morocco
T: +212 5 24 33 74 00
W: www.essaadi.com/en/

us then and once again now with
such warm Moroccan hospitality.
Do connect with Réda Baghdadi
and his team; whether on travel
advice or indeed if you have any
commercial interests in the country.
We are honoured to have His
Imperial Highness Prince Asfa-Wossen
Asserate, PhD, from the Ethiopian
Imperial Family, join us from his home
in Germany to discuss the challenges
facing the African continent. We are
also delighted to be welcoming back
Prof Dr Thomas Müller, who has
been a Keynote Speaker at one of our
previous conferences, as his insights
on people are really rather invaluable.
The breadth of topics covered by these
speakers will, no doubt, be useful and
thought-provoking at the same time.
As usual, this is the operational
information we would like
you to be aware of:
REGISTRATION: All delegates
must complete registration at
the GGI hospitality desk prior to
attending any of the Conference.
Please wear your badge at all times
during the Conference, as only
delegates with official Conference
ID will be allowed into any of the
sessions and social programmes.

TIMING: Our Conference will run
on time. We work hard, we have
lots of fun, but we are going to
always be on time. If a session
starts late, we will still end on time
so please pay attention to the times
as stated in the programme.
MEETING POINTS: The meeting
points for all excursions and social
programmes are clearly stated.
Excursions are only for pre-registered
participants. If you are not sure
which tour(s) you have signed up
for or would indeed like to register
for a tour, please double check
at the GGI hospitality desk.
We hope that you really enjoy this
Conference. Our GGI team is here to
help you with any queries you may have.
With our very best regards

Claudio G. Cocca, Chairman & Founder

Michael Reiss von Filski, Global CEO

Your GGI main contact persons are:
Aleksandra Jagiello
Anita Szoeke
Linda Soriton
Ludwig Kraft
Marco Izzo
Sarinthip Srisasiwilai

GGI Hospitality Desk Opening Hours:
Thursday, 07 November 2019
14:00 – 19:30
Friday, 08 November 2019
8:30 – 17:30
Saturday, 09 November 2019
09:00 – 12:30

You will always find one
of us at the hospitality desk
during our opening hours.

Dress code: Unless otherwise
stated, the dress code for the
Conference is Business Casual.
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Thursday, 07 November 2019
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

07:45 – 13:00

OPTIONAL Perfume-Making Class. Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby

10:00 – 14:30

GGI Executive Committee Meeting (for ExCom members only) Jury Room, 1st Floor, PALACE

14:00 – 19:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

13:30 – 18:00

OPTIONAL: Explore Marrakesh Walking Tour. Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby (This tour is also offered on Saturday afternoon.)

14:30 – 18:00

Practice Group Meeting: International Taxation (ITPG)

Alexandre, 1st Floor,
Conference Center

19:00 – 22:30

Welcome Reception (Dress Code: Business Formal)

Egyptian Bar, PALACE

Welcome Dinner (Dress Code: Business Formal)

La Cour Des Lions, 3rd Floor, PALACE

PALACE Lobby

Introduction of GGI Member Candidates & New Member Firms

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco

Oliver Biernat

Michael Reiss von Filski
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Delegate Programme
Friday, 08 November 2019
Time

Event

Room

08:30 – 17:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

PALACE Lobby

Speaker

OPTIONAL Moroccan Cookery Workshop (For Accompanying Persons only). Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby (This class is also offered
on Saturday afternoon.)
09:00 – 12:30 GGI World Conference in the Hotel
Jean Bauchet Ballroom, Ground Floor, PALACE
08:30 – 13:00

09:00 – 09:15

Presidential Welcome

Claudio G. Cocca

09:15 – 09:25

Words of Welcome from the Host Firm

Réda Baghdadi

09:25 – 10:30

Keynote Speech: “Crisis Situations and the Power of Psychology”

Prof Dr Thomas P. Müller

10:30 – 11:00
11:00 – 12:00

12:40 – 12:45

Coffee Break
Jean Bauchet Ballroom Terrace
Keynote Speech: “Quo Vadis Africa? Challenges facing the Continent
H.I.H. Prince Asfa-Wossen Asserate
in the fields of Politics, Economics and Migration”
Moderated by Michael Reiss von Filski
Panel Session with our Keynote Speakers
Management Report & Panel Session with Regional CEOs
Michael Reiss von Filski, Adam Crowson, Dr Miguel Mantelli & Peter Kaeser
Upcoming Conferences & Events
Adam Crowson

12:45 – 14:00

Lunch

14:00 – 15:30

Practice Group Meetings Round I

12:00 – 12:15
12:15 – 12:40

Lagon & Jardin, PALACE

Auditing, Reporting & Compliance

15:30 – 16:00

Warda, Ground Floor,
Boris Michels
Conference Center
COMBINED PG MEETING:
Alexandre, 1st Floor,
Jim Ries & Ady Nordman
Business Development & Marketing + Corporate & Technology Conference Center
Coffee Break
Jean Bauchet Ballroom Terrace

16:00 – 17:30

Practice Group Meetings Round II
Best Practices for Professional Services Organisations

Couple Room, PALACE

Theodore A. Offit

Litigation & Dispute Resolution

Boutique 2 Room, PALACE

Dr Karl Friedrich Dumoulin

M&A
Egyptian Lounge, PALACE Tim van der Meer
COMBINED PG MEETING:
Jury Room, 1st Floor, PALACE Paul Simmons & Mario Kapp
Real Estate + Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency
19:00 – 23:00 Informal Dinner at Terre des Etoiles. Camp Lodge Agafay, Kms 25, Commune d’Agafay, Région Marrakesh (Dress Code: Smart Casual)
Please note, however, that this venue is mostly OUTSIDE in the desert and it may get cold in the evening.
Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby
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Delegate Programme
Saturday, 09 November 2019
Time

Event

Room

09:00 – 12:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

PALACE Lobby

09:30 – 12:30

GGI World Conference continues in the Hotel

09:30 – 12:30

GCG Geneva Capital Group M&A Dealmakers Meeting
There is a separate programme available for this.

09:30 – 11:00

Practice Group Meetings Round III

Couple Room, PALACE

Speaker

Claudio G. Cocca, Michael Reiss von Filski
& Tim van der Meer

Indirect Taxes

Jury Room, 1st Floor, PALACE Steve McCrindle

Trust & Estate Planning

Egyptian Lounge, PALACE

11:00 – 11:30

Coffee Break

Jean Bauchet Ballroom Terrace

11:30 – 12:30

Workshops

Prof Stefano Loconte

Understanding GGI
(compulsory for all candidates and new members,
unless attending the GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting)

Warda, Ground Floor,
Conference Center

Adam Crowson

“Mapping China’s Economic Development”

Egyptian Lounge, PALACE

Michael Lintern-Smith

“Setting up a Business Angel Syndicate
in your city to invest in new companies”

Jury Room, 1st Floor,
PALACE

Kenneth Long

“To Submit or Not to Submit? That is the Question”

Boutique 2 Room, PALACE

Lee Saunders

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch

Lagon & Jardin, PALACE

13:30 – 17:30

OPTIONAL Moroccan Cookery Workshop. Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby (This tour is also offered on Friday morning.)

13:30 – 18:00
19:00 – 23:45

OPTIONAL Explore Marrakesh Walking Tour. Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby (This tour is also offered on Thursday afternoon.)
Conference Gala Dinner at Palais Soleiman. bv. 11 Janvier, Kaa machraa, N8, Marrakesh 40000 (Dress Code: Black Tie)
Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby

Sunday, 10 November 2019
Time

Event

Room

09:15 – 17:00

OPTIONAL Excursion into the Atlas Mountains. Meeting Point: PALACE Lobby

Speaker

Check out no later than 12:00 noon
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Prof Dr Thomas P. Müller
Prof Dr Thomas P. Müller has
a PhD in Criminal Psychology
and Forensic Psychiatry from the
University of Innsbruck in Austria.
From 1982 to 1992, he trained at
the Federal Police School in Innsbruck
and, after serving in different police
forces, he became a member of the
SWAT team of the Federal Police
Force. After taking a break to pursue
further education, he became the
Chief of the Criminal Psychology
Service in the Federal Ministry of the
Interior, Group D/INTERPOL. Since
that time, he has routinely taught and
researched in the areas of criminology,
abnormal criminal psychology,
hostage negotiation, threat
assessment, criminal personality
profiling, crime scene assessment
and criminal investigation analysis.

He has served as a Hostage
Negotiation Coordinator and translator
for the Austrian Secret Service
Department, under the instruction
of the CIA. He conceptualised and
initiated the ViCLAS-System (Violent
Crime Linkage Analysis System) for all
law enforcement agencies in Austria.
He also initiated the ViCLAS-System
in several states in Europe, including
Germany, Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Portugal, the UK, Switzerland and
Poland. He was also responsible for the
development of the National Center for
the Analysis of Violent Crime / Criminal
Psychology Service within the Federal
Ministry of the Interior in Austria.
Prof Dr Müller has taught many
courses to law enforcement agencies,
universities, within the Ministry of
the Interior, and the Department

Prof Dr Thomas P. Müller

of Justice. He has also lectured to
professional groups such as judges
and public prosecutors throughout
Austria, Germany, England, Italy,
Scotland, Poland, Canada, Australia,
the USA and South Africa.

H.I.H. Prince
Asfa-Wossen Asserate
His Imperial Highness Prince
Asfa-Wossen Asserate, PhD, was born
on 31 October 1948 in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. He is an Ethiopian-German
political analyst, a consultant for
African and Middle-Eastern Affairs
and a best-selling author. A member
of the Imperial House of Ethiopia,
he is the great-nephew of the last
Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie I,
great-grandson of the Empress Menen
Asfaw and son of the last President
of the Imperial Crown Council, Prince
Asserate Kassa and his wife, Princess
Zuriash Worq Gabre-Igziabher, and
thus is not only a member of the Shoan
and Gondarine-Lasta Branch of the

Imperial House of Ethiopia, but also of
the Royal Branch of the House of Wollo.
Prince Asfa-Wossen Asserate
attended the German school in Addis
Ababa, where he received his “Abitur”,
before studying law, economics and
history at the University of Tübingen
and at Magdalene College, Cambridge.
In 1978, he was awarded a PhD with
honours in Ethiopian history from
the University of Frankfurt am Main.
In 1974, the military takeover in
Ethiopia made it impossible for him to
return to the land of his ancestors: His

...next page

H.I.H. Prince Asfa-Wossen Asserate
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father and sixty other dignitaries of the
Imperial Government were executed
without a trial and all the members of
the Imperial Family were held in kith
and kin detention for over a decade.
Whilst in Germany, Prince Asserate
founded the first Human Rights Group
for Ethiopia called the “Council for
Civil Liberties in Ethiopia (CCLE)”
and campaigned for the release of all
political prisoners and his detained
family until the demise of the Mengistu
dictatorship. After leaving university
he worked as the Press Officer for
the Frankfurter Messegesellschaft
(1978-1980), and as the Director of the
Press and Information Department

of the Düsseldorf Trade Fair and as
a freelance journalist (1980-1983). In
1981, he became a German citizen.
Since 1983, Prince Asserate has
been working as a Consultant for
African and Middle Eastern Affairs,
advising mid-sized German companies
regarding their investments in that
continent. As a political analyst, he
has written a considerable number of
articles and essays in German daily
newspapers and learned publications
on subjects related to the politics and
economic situation in Africa. In 1994,
he founded ORBIS AETHIOPICUS,
the Society for the Preservation and

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco

Promotion of Ethiopian Culture that
holds scientific congresses with a
focus on Ethiopian culture, history and
archaeology and places great endeavour
to pass on Ethiopia’s ancient cultural
heritage to the new generation.
Aware of the great religious strife
that has been a great factor for most of
the violence in Africa, Prince Asserate
founded PACTUM AFRICANUM –
the Alliance for the Promotion of the
Abrahamic Dialogue in Africa in 2013.
PACTUM AFRICANUM is based on
the concept of unwavering religious
tolerance and the advancement of the
inter-religious dialogue on all levels.
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International Taxation (ITPG)
Thursday, 07 November 2019 | 14:30 – 18:00

Oliver Biernat

PG Global Chairperson Oliver Biernat will
chair the meeting and begin by updating on
internal PG matters. Jointly with Alan Rajah
(Lawrence Grant, Chartered Accountants,
London, UK), he will introduce the next
special edition of the FYI ITPG Newsletter,
this time on the topic “Working Together to
Optimise International Tax Compliance”.
After this, Réda Baghdadi (Firec &
Associes, Casablanca, Morocco) will
update participants on “Morocco Transfer
Pricing Rules / Casablanca Finance City”.
Following this presentation, Oliver will lead
a panel discussion – with Dr Ugo Girardi (S4B
Solutions for Business, Rome, Italy), Raymond
Zomerfeld (Prager Metis International LLC,
Miami, FL, USA), Alan Rajah (Lawrence Grant,
Chartered Accountants, London, UK), Raghu
Marwah (R.N. MARWAH & CO. LLP, Chartered
Accountants, New Delhi, India), and Angel
Gabriel Viso (Viso, Rodríguez, Cottin, Medina,
Ramírez & Asociados, Caracas, Venezuela) –
on how to cope with the massive increase of
requests for proposals from potential clients.
It will be, for sure, a vivid discussion, dealing
with the following topics: Who should deal

with the requests / proposals? How much time
should be invested, what kind of information
should be provided, how should the fees be
calculated, should advice be given before the
engagement letter is countersigned, should
advance payments been asked for, etc.
     

After the coffee break, Prof Robert
Anthony (Anthony & Cie, Sophia Antipolis,
France) will moderate a roundtable
discussion: “CFC and Substance concerns
us all!” Even controlled corporations can
no longer be letter box companies. Does
this affect you and your clients? Is the UK
holding company at risk with Brexit?
Finally, Jeffery L. Mowery (Mowery &
Schoenfeld, Chicago, IL, USA) will provide
insight on “Driving Explosive Growth through
Alternative Service Offerings such as specialty
tax including international, cost segregation
in US and tax credit services, private clientwealth management and family office,
transaction services, IT consulting, cyber
security and forensic accounting”. Some of
these are being done at his firm. He will
discuss those offerings and the obstacles
one might face in implementation.

Auditing, Reporting & Compliance
Friday, 08 November 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Boris Michels

The recruiting and retention of new and
experienced accounting staff and potential
partners is key to our success as accounting
practice owners and sets the basis for current
and future client satisfaction. But what are the
special challenges we are facing? We would
like to exchange our knowledge about what
works best throughout our members’ countries
and learn from each other. What are the do’s
and what are the don’ts? In small working
groups, we will develop and summarise the
measures that have worked in the past and
present them afterwards. Beyond that, we

will present an internal staff survey (around
80 questions) and its results. It clearly shows
what is relevant to our staff in a combined
accounting, tax and legal partnership. Is
the so-called work-life balance really so
relevant, what has been mostly criticised with
regard to partners’ leadership styles, etc?
Beyond that Prof Dr Michel De Wolf
(DGST Réviseurs d’entreprises, Brussels,
Belgium) will also provide a short followup on the IAASB questionnaire on the
audit of less complex entities.

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco
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Combined: Business Development &
Marketing + Corporate & Technology
Friday, 08 November 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30
Marketing Services –
NOT WHAT YOU THOUGHT
Jim Ries

People get confused by professional
terms, such as strategy or strategic planning
and relate to branding as visual graphics.

Ady Nordman

During the one-hour presentation, we will
cover topics such as: “It’s a Buyer’s Market”,
the service triangle, how clients choose their
service provider, three main strategies, and
using branding beyond graphics. We will
then focus on recent trends in marketing
services in digital and social media, some
of which are revolutionising the industry.
The presentation will be followed
by a 30-minute workshop on personal
branding. Attorneys and accountants
with strong personal brands are an
asset to their firms. During this time, we
will work on five practical matters that
will enhance your personal brand.

Guest Speaker Idan Nishlis

Idan Nishlis is the legal marketing pioneer
in Israel. Being the only professional in the
country to have studied services marketing,
specialising in legal marketing, Idan has the
most diversified and comprehensive work
experience in the field, having worked in the
US and Israel. Idan founded the first legal
marketing department in Israel at Herzog
Fox & Neeman, the
country’s largest
and leading law
firm, which he
managed for over
four years before
launching Nishlis
Legal Marketing.
Idan’s core strength
lies in strategy
and branding.
Idan Nishlis

New Name – Consistent
Offering of Innovative Topics
The Corporate, Commercial &
IP Practice Group is famous for
its innovative topics, its dynamic
Practice Group meetings, lively
discussions about future trends,
and also its creative approach.
Over the past years, our Practice
Group focused more and more on
digitisation and new technologies,
as well as future trends which will
shape our businesses. We discussed,
for example, which new regulations
have been implemented, how to
factor the new developments,
and how artificial intelligence

will influence our profession.
Rens Goudsmit (TeekensKarstens
advocaten notarissen, Leiden, The
Netherlands) chaired a kick-off
meeting for the special interest
group, “New Technologies”,
during the GGI European Regional
Conference in Prague. Since this
newly established group covers the
same and similar topics as our group,
we have joined forces. Our common
Practice Group has been re-named
Corporate & Technology. Rens will
serve as Global Vice Chairperson.

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco

Rens and Ady are keen on
discussing all the exciting
developments with you and have
an outlook on the new tech trends
for the coming years, which will, for
sure, influence our businesses.
Join us to share your experiences
and concerns and to closely
follow new developments.
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Best Practices for
Professional Services Organisations
Friday, 08 November 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30
The Strategic Role of Practice Groups in our firms
Theodore A. Offit

Our Practice Group Meeting will focus on
Best Practices for Practice Group Management
and Performance. Through a group of
panelists, we will discuss the strategic role
of Practice Groups in our firms. Focus will
be on the importance of Practice Groups in
developing and sustaining client relationships
in an era of specialisation, as well as the fit
of Practice Groups within a firm’s strategic
vision. Led by Global Chairperson Theodore
A. Offit (Offit Kurman, Attorneys At Law,
Baltimore, MD, USA), our panel – including

Jeffery L. Mowery (Mowery & Schoenfeld
LLC, Chicago, IL, USA), Boris Michels
(nbs partners, Hamburg, Germany), and
Henry Charles (Citroen Wells Chartered
Accountants, London, UK) – will share their
experiences in developing and managing
Practice Groups and Practice Group Leaders.
Through a healthy exchange of ideas among
peers, we will be able to learn Best Practices
from each other and find better approaches and
solutions to managing our respective firms.

Litigation & Dispute Resolution
Friday, 08 November 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Dr Karl Friedrich
Dumoulin

The PG Global Vice Chairperson, Dr
Karl Friedrich Dumoulin (FPS, Dusseldorf,
Germany), is looking forward to an interesting
meeting with fellow PG members on highly
relevant topics. We will start with a speednetworking session where participants
will have the opportunity to introduce
themselves and their firms to the group.
Jordi Pallarès Vinyoles (GRUP VILAR RIBA,
Vic Barcelona, Spain) will hold a presentation
on “Regulation in Spain of presents made in
the context of commercial relationships: where
to draw the line between courtesy presents and
corruption practices”. Jordi will make a very

short non-technical presentation and open
a debate to see how this issue is treated in
the other jurisdictions. There will then be a
presentation on “Squashing arbitration awards“
by Michiel Teekens (TeekensKarstens advocaten
notarissen, Leiden, The Netherlands). Roman
Makarov (Nektorov, Saveliev & Partners,
Moscow, Russian Federation) will talk about
“Recognition and enforcement of foreign
judgments in Russia and of Russian judgments
elsewhere”. Afterwards, there will be ample
time for questions from the audience.
Furthermore, we will be discussing PG matters
and exchanging ideas on promoting our PG.

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco
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M&A
Friday, 08 November 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30
Influencing proceeds when buying or selling a company
Improving proceeds for your client without mentioning the word ‘valuation’ or ‘net debt’

Tim van der Meer

Today we will discuss the most important topics
that could influence the proceeds for your customer
tremendously when buying or selling a company.
When advising a business
owner / management team:
Anti-dilution
Envy
Exit Preferences
Charging transaction costs to Newco
Management fee optimisation
Rent / Real estate optimisation
Leaver arrangements
Minority shareholder protection

When advising a buyer / private equity:
Closing fees, management fees
Downside protection
Enterprise Value Plastic Surgery
Coupon acquisition financing
Protection against Board Decisions
All participants are kindly invited to
the traditional, informal and pleasant
networking event in the hotel bar directly
after the PG meeting. First drinks are kindly
offered by the M&A Practice Group.

Combined: Real Estate + Debt
Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency
Friday, 08 November 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Paul Simmons

Mario Kapp

We are very excited to hold a joint meeting
of Practice Groups which will combine the
experience of real estate with debt restructuring.
We will cover three areas in our meeting,
which will be informative, interesting, and
provide plenty of opportunity for contributions
and participation by the attendees.
1. Mario Kapp and Eva Pany (Kapp &
PARTNER, Graz, Austria) will present
on issues relating to property when it is
part of a company or group entering an
insolvency or restructuring arrangement.
We will consider risks and consequences
for property owners in these circumstances
using Austria as the working example and
then we can discuss how this compares with
countries represented by the attendees.
2. There will be an update on market changes in
real estate around the world. During recent
conferences, we have been collating data on
real estate values and returns from countries
represented by attendees at the meetings. It

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco

is fascinating to see how this data changes
over time and we gain insights into different
geographical markets. We will update our past
information with current data so we can obtain
a better understanding of global markets
and be better able to advise our clients.
3. Plans for the Real Estate and the Debt
Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency
Practice Groups. We are all active advisers
in these areas, and we will discuss
future plans and opportunities for both
PGs. This will include plans to arrange
special meetings and ways to generate
additional business between members.
Finally, there will be time for
attendees to share and discuss property
investment opportunities.
Do come to the meeting and benefit
from expert insights and find ways
to improve your knowledge and the
service you can give to your clients.

Content
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Indirect Taxes
Saturday, 09 November 2019 | Round III | 09:30 – 11:00

The topics for the meeting are as follows:
Moroccan Indirect Taxes
Steve McCrindle

si fueris Romae, Romano vivito more...
We could not visit Morocco without
understanding what the locals do – by way of
Indirect Taxes. Before reading this summary,
how many of you knew that Morocco has
a VAT regime? Indeed, Morocco has many
indirect taxes that impact business and
doing business in the country and beyond.
Amine Lotfane (Firec & Associes,
Casablanca, Morocco) will provide an
overview of indirect taxes (VAT and
Customs), indirect taxes implications and
considerations when doing business overseas,
indirect local taxes for specific sectors and/
or activities, as well as other local hot
topics for indirect tax administration.

Global Vice Chairperson Toon Hasselman
floated the idea of a Brexit Club two years ago.
Between them, they have QRTeams and a
respectable work-flow between the UK and the
Netherlands, but little activity with other EU
member states. There is a lot of prevarication
by countries, businesses and business advisers.
They also believe that the next wave of
companies to hit the European continent
will be coming from the thriving USA. Many
US companies will realise sooner or later
that Brexit will have an impact on their EU
business and that the UK is perhaps no
longer the best place to route their EU-bound
goods through or, regardless, that they need
an unburdened and efficient way to route
their goods from the UK into the EU.
Steve and Toon will share their experiences
on the working of the QRTeams and
see if they can set up the same kind of
teams in other EU member states.

Yes, Prime Minister – Brexit Club

At the time of writing, Boris Johnson is
the UK’s new Prime Minister and a hard-line
Brexiteer. The UK is now set to leave the EU
on 31 October 2019, with or without a deal,
and if the EU will not renegotiate the deal on
offer there will be a ‘no-deal’ Brexit. It was in
anticipation of this eventuality that the PG
Global Chairperson Steve McCrindle and PG

Suggestions and active participation
are welcome from anyone, even if not PG
members. Brexit impacts everyone.
News-show / VAT Update

If there is any time left, participants
will take a look at the PG’s
organisation and roles therein.

Trust & Estate Planning
Saturday, 09 November 2019 | Round III | 09:30 – 11:00

Prof Stefano Loconte

During the Practice Group meeting,
we will focus on the new worldwide
wealth planning trends, especially it
will concern the latest developments
of estate and succession planning.
The aim is to discuss openly together and
to understand different point of views on these
matters. With special regard to the anti-money

laundering regime, the discussion will centre
around the introduction of the fifth EU AntiMoney Laundering Directive and the linked
dispositions that affect the everyday practice.
The meeting represents a great and
unique place to exchange ideas and
thoughts and to get in touch with other
excellent players from all over the world.

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco
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Understanding GGI

Compulsory for all candidates and new members,
unless attending the GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting
Saturday, 09 November 2019 | 11:30 – 12:30
Adam Crowson

An interactive overview offering a better
understanding of the daily life of GGI,
membership criteria, selection of members,
conferences, workshops, practice groups, the
charter, and the functioning of Head Office,
Regional Offices and the Executive Committee.
This workshop is not only interesting for new
and first-time attendees, but it will also provide

participants with an in-depth view of daily
operations as handled by GGI management,
strategic outlooks and future plans. Clearer
insight into the structure and functioning
of GGI can also result in expansion of your
business, since it provides you with the
ability to explain the benefits of GGI better to
colleagues in your firm and your clients.

Mapping China’s Economic
Development: The Greater Bay Area
and the Belt and Road Initiative
Michael Lintern-Smith

Saturday, 09 November 2019 | 11:30 – 12:30
After practising as a lawyer in Hong Kong
for 37 years and being the former President of
the Hong Kong Law Society, Michael LinternSmith (Robertsons Solicitors & Notaries, Hong
Kong) is well versed with the advantages and
consequences of China’s booming economic
development driven by the Belt and Road
Initiative and, more recently, the Greater Bay Area.

In this session, Michael aims to leverage
his notable experience to explain China’s
ambitious plans for its new economic frontiers.
Michael will delve into what China’s ultimate
goal is through an exploration of the latest
developments, challenges and practical
implications of these two megaprojects.

Setting up a Business Angel
Syndicate in your city to
invest in new companies
Kenneth Long

Saturday, 09 November 2019 | 11:30 – 12:30
Business Angel investing is syndicate or
group investing (not individual) in start-up
entrepreneurial business often using disruptive
technologies and that are usually pre-revenue
or pre-profit. The Investors are the “Angels”
and they club together to leverage their
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investment. “Angels” tend to be business
owners, company directors who have built up
their own business and have sufficient financial
resources, time and expertise to pass that
onto a new generation of entrepreneurs.

...next page
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WORKSHOP SUMMARIES
Business Angel Investing is the prime source
of venture capital for hi-tech /start-up ventures
in the USA and Scotland where it dominates the
early stage private equity market. Business Angel
Investing is highly organised, with syndicates
forming groups of up to 100 members with a
management team led by a “Gatekeeper” who
sifts the investment opportunities, provide
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pitching opportunities for companies, value and
book build those members who are interested in
investing and then negotiate terms and conditions
of the deal with the investee companies.
Come and hear how it’s done in
Scotland! And why it could be of value to
your firm to take the lead in your city!

To Submit or Not to Submit?
That is the Question
Saturday, 09 November 2019 | 11:30 – 12:30

Lee Saunders

Do your directory rankings match the quality
of your work? Do you know how to best position
your practice to third parties? Or perhaps you
have a query about the directory submissions
research process? In short, do you need to
better understand how submissions work?
Over the past 20 years, legal rankings –
primarily Chambers & Partners, Legal 500, and
IFLR1000 – have become a legitimate tactic for
law firms to differentiate themselves from their
peers. The increasingly competitive markets
around the world require this, as General
Counsels look for reasons to validate their choices
for counsel, especially when entering a new
market or industry. A submission is not a legal
paper and the researchers are not always lawyers.
Submissions writing is highly methodological
and requires a level of understanding and
strategy. Law firms can improve their rankings
if they understand the researcher’s expectations
and tailor their submissions accordingly.
In the presentation, we will discuss the
importance of the rankings in today’s competitive

marketplace and learn how the rankings are
determined by the various guides including
the methodology for each one of the main
guides. In addition, we will discuss how to
improve your law firm’s rankings and provide
useful suggestions as well as insider-tips that
can be easily implemented within your firm.
Guest Speaker Lee Saunders
Lee Saunders is a creative, driven, agile and
thoughtful marketing professional with more
than 15 years’ experience pertaining to content
in the B2B sector. Lee is a longstanding former
researcher, deputy editor and PR Manager at
Chambers and Partners. He is ideally positioned
to help law firms improve the quality of their
submissions, and subsequently their rankings.
With more than 10 years’ experience, Lee has
also worked for international law firms in the
UK, the US, Israel, India and elsewhere to
help improve their legal directory and award
submissions. Lee advises corporate clients in
relation to generating quality content that helps
them shine in the right kind of spotlight.

GGI World Conference | Marrakesh, Morocco
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OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS

All tours are only for pre-registered participants

Thursday, 07 November 2019 | 07:45 – 13:00

Perfume-Making Class
You leave the hustle and bustle
of the Medina to enter a quiet oasis
of a perfume museum. Amina, your
personal “perfumier”, will welcome
you to the atelier for a fun-filled two
hours of creating your own scent.
Starting with simply smelling of up
to 30 different kinds of perfume oils,
you put aside all those which speak to
you. The selection ranges from fruity
to floral to woody, to sweet or bitter.
You will find some memories flooding
back from distinctive smells which
have accompanied your life. From that
chosen group you then pick 5 perfumes
to create a base note, a heart note, and
a top note. Millilitre by millilitre, you
concoct your own personal perfume.
You may choose a lighter “Eau
de Toilette” or a heavier “Eau de
Parfum” and the 30 ml bottle, which
you must christen with a personal
name, will be your souvenir from
your magic days in Marrakesh.

Thursday, 07 November 2019 &
Saturday, 09 November 2019 | 13:30 – 18:00

Explore Marrakesh
Walking Tour
Exploring the Marrakesh Medina
is one of the essentials of any trip to
the city. The city boasts monuments,
markets and colourful street-life,

and our expert guides will allow
you to unlock experiences that
most visitors do not have access
to. The Jemaa el-Fna remains a
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highlight and all visits incorporate
times spent exploring the world’s
most vibrant and exotic square.

...next page

Content

OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS

Your local English-speaking
Medina guide will collect you from
your hotel for a walking tour of the
Medina (old town). The Medina is
a beguiling labyrinth of alleyways,
souks (markets) and workshops
where little has changed since the
Middle Ages. The walking tour will
not only inform you of its history,
but also help you orientate yourself
within its many alleyways and souks.

You will quickly realise how friendly
the place is. There are a number
of monuments and museums of
interest, including the Koutoubia
Mosque, the Palais Bahia, the Palais
El Badi, the Saadian Tombs, the
Musée de Marrakesh & the Maison
de la Photographie, and of course the
world-famous Jemaa-el-Fna square.
These places are all in the Medina but
spread out, so you may not be able to
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see everything but you will certainly
cover a lot during your walking tour.
No trip to Marrakesh would be
complete without spending time in
the seemingly endless souks that
it is famous for, so once you have
your bearings, you will no doubt
be able to return on your own to
barter to your heart’s content for
the wonderful goods on offer.

Friday, 08 November 2019 | 08:30 – 13:00
Saturday, 09 November 2019 | 13:30 – 17:30

Moroccan Cookery Workshop
You will take part in a Moroccan
cookery workshop organised by
Lotus Chef, a friendly and informative
cookery school in a private venue. The
cooking school is set in one of the
oldest riads in its neighbourhood, the
narrow labyrinth access gives off a
real sense of mystery prior to arriving
at the colourful and professionally
set-up cooking school, that boasts a

large terrace, vegetable & herb garden,
as well as a traditional bread oven.

fun and plenty of opportunities to
learn or show off your cooking skills.

The upstairs is equipped with stateof-the-art flat screens and stovetops
where the chef will entertain and teach
at the same time. You will learn the
art of preparing some of the famous
Moroccan salads, tajines and desserts.
The interactive class guarantees some

Wafa, the presenter of the class,
along with her Dada (chief chef), will
take you through an array of traditions,
starting with a tea ceremony and
ending with sitting down to your own
sumptuous lunch. The cooking class
ends after you have enjoyed your lunch.
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OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS

Sunday, 10 November 2019 | 09:15 – 17:00

Excursion into
the Atlas Mountains
Essential in our opinion! The
mountains are close by and they
transport guests into a different
world – one of tranquillity and
beauty, where the possibilities for
adventure and discovery are endless.
You will be met at your hotel by
your English-speaking mountain
guide plus 4x4 vehicle and driver
for a day trip into the High Atlas
Mountains, situated around 90
minutes’ drive from Marrakesh.
The High Atlas, situated to the
south of Marrakesh, is the highest and
most extensive range of mountains
in North Africa. Its highest peak,
Mt Toubkal (Jebel Toubkal) is the
highest mountain north of the

equator in Africa and is just one of
the many draws of this enchanting
range, which is characterised by
stark peaks, verdant cultivated
valleys, adobe brick villages and a
way of life which has hardly changed
in centuries. The High Atlas is an
exceptionally friendly place to visit and
the warmth of its inhabitants lingers
long in the memories of visitors.
The tranquil ambience of the
mountains is a perfect antidote to
the bustle of Marrakesh and on this
full day excursion you will explore the
area around Imlil, a village at the foot
of the country’s highest peak Jebel
Toubkal, both on foot and in your 4x4
vehicle. From the village of Imlil, you
can have a leisurely walk of around
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two hours in the surrounding terrain
and through villages. As this is a
privately guided excursion, the day can
be tailored to your needs and there is
a certain degree of flexibility with how
much you decide to walk/drive. Feel
free to discuss this with your guide
as you travel up into the mountains.
The excursion includes a
traditional Moroccan tagine lunch
in a mountain lodge, perched high
above Imlil. After lunch you can make
another walk, relax on the terraces
of the lodge, or head directly back to
Marrakesh …. the choice is yours!
NOTE: Please bring suitable
sturdy footwear for walking as many
of the paths are rocky under foot.
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UPCOMING GGI EVENTS
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Join our
upcoming GGI Events:
GGI Asia-Pacific Regional Conference
Bali, Indonesia | 05-08 December 2019
GGI Practice Group Chairperson Meeting
Zurich, Switzerland | 31 January-02 February 2020
GGI ITPG Global Tax Summit
Frankfurt, Germany | 27 February-01 March 2020
GGI Combined Practice Group Meeting
Litigation & Dispute Resolution and Debt Collection,
Restructuring & Insolvency
Rome, Italy | 06-07 March 2020
GGI European Regional Conference
Limassol, Cyprus | 23-26 April 2020
GGI North American Regional Conference
Nassau, The Bahamas | 04-07 June 2020
GGI Latin American & Iberian Regional Conference
Madrid, Spain | 25-28 June 2020
GGI German-Speaking Chapter
Hanover, Germany | 11-13 Sepember 2020
GGI French-Speaking Chapter
Montreal (QC), Canada | 22 October 2020
GGI World Conference
Montreal (QC), Canada | 22-25 October 2020
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OPTIONAL EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

GGI | Geneva Group International AG
Schaffhauserstrasse 550
8052 Zurich
Switzerland
T: +41 44 256 18 18
E: info@ggi.com

ggi.com
ggiforum.com
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