European
Regional
Conference
1

Prague | Czech Republic
9 - 12 May 2019

Delegate
Programme

Keynote
Speakers

Workshops

Optional
Excursions

Practice Group
Meetings

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic

2

Hosted by:

Sponsored by:

Conference Hotel
Prague Marriott Hotel
V Celnici 8
11000 Prague 1
Czech Republic
T:		+420 2 2288 8888
W: www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/
		prgdt-prague-marriott-hotel/

CONTENTS

Contents
Contact

02

Welcome to Prague

03

Delegate Programme

04

Keynote Speakers

07

Practice Group Meeting Summaries

08

Special Interest Group Meeing Summaries

14

Workshop Summaries

15

Optional Excursions

16

Your GGI main contact persons are:

GGI Hospitality Desk Opening Hours:

Aleksandra Jagiello, Anita Szoeke
Igino Moffa Marchetti,
Linda Soriton, Marco Izzo

Thursday, 9 May 2019:
14:00 – 19:30
Friday, 10 May 2019:
08:30 – 17:30
Saturday, 11 May 2019:
09:00 – 12:30

You will always find one of
us at the hospitality desk
during our opening hours.
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Welcome to Prague!
Dear GGI Members and Friends
We are delighted to have you join us in the capital city of the Czech Republic. Our host firms at this Conference,
Brož & Sokol & Novák and Grinex Czech Republic, are also excited to welcome you to their wonderful city.
Prague is nicknamed ‘the city of a hundred spires’ – but this moniker is actually incorrect as there are
estimates that the actual number of spires, towers, turrets and steeples is well over 500 and closer to 1,000.
Locally, the city is more well-known as zlatá Praha – ‘golden Prague’. Every street and alley hide stories and
secrets dating back to medieval times. War and communism stopped many mid-20th-century additions
and apparently UNESCO arrived just in time to extinguish any plans to ‘develop’ the city centre.
There’s nothing better than walking around the Old Town, soaking up the ambience of the city. It’s been
said that this is a small and magical city that seems to have been built as a set for a fairy tale. Lucky to have
escaped the bombs of the last century’s wars, the city is one of the best-preserved cities in Europe.
We have organised many optional excursions to explore the city and we hope that, in addition
to these, you also have ample opportunities to sample the local culture. Here, the local culture
includes great beer – and, of course, we will have plenty at our social events.
The GGI European Regional Conference is one of the largest conferences in the GGI Events Calendar. We
would like to thank you, our members and friends, for taking the time out of your busy calendars to be a part
of this. It is you who run and provide the expertise in the Practice Group meetings, the Special Interest Group
meetings and the Workshops. It is you who have built solid relationships with one another from working
together, sharing best practices and technical knowledge, and referring business to one another. But of course,
we always have new members or new attendees that you might not have met before or that you have not seen in
some time. This is a terrific opportunity to expand your network once again and renew old acquaintances.
We are honoured to have Prof Alexander Türk (covering Europe’s hot topic of Brexit) and
James A. Cusumano (helping us to take a step back and think about long-term fulfilment from
a personal and professional perspective) join us as Keynote Speakers this year.
As usual, this is the operational information we would like you to be aware of:
REGISTRATION: All delegates must complete registration at the GGI hospitality desk prior to attending
any of the Conference. Please wear your badge at all times during the Conference, as only delegates
with official Conference ID will be allowed into any of the sessions and social programmes.
TIMING: Our Conference will run on time. We work hard, we have lots of fun, but we are going to always be on time.
If a session starts late, we will still end on time so please pay attention to the times as stated in the programme.
MEETING POINTS: The meeting points for all excursions and social programmes are clearly stated.
Excursions are only for pre-registered participants. If you are not sure which tour(s) you have signed up
for or would indeed like to register for a tour, please double check at the GGI hospitality desk.
We hope that you really enjoy this Conference. Our GGI team is here to help you with any queries you may have.
With our very best regards

Claudio G. Cocca, Chairman & Founder

Michael Reiss von Filski, Global CEO
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Thursday, 9 May 2019
Time

Event

Room

14:00 – 19:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

Foyer Pre-Function Area, Level 1

08:45 – 13:00

OPTIONAL: Lesser Town Tour & Private Cruise on the Vltava River. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby

10:00 – 16:30

GGI Executive Committee Meeting (for ExCom members only) Studio A

13:45 – 17:30

OPTIONAL: Communist Tour. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby

14:30 – 18:00

Practice Group Meeting: International Taxation (ITPG)

Bohemia III

19:00 – 22:30

Welcome Reception & Dinner
(Dress code: Business Formal)

Bohemia I+II

Introduction of GGI Member Candidates & New Member Firms

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic
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Oliver Biernat
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Friday, 10 May 2019
Time

Event

Room

08:30 – 17:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

Foyer Pre-Function Area, Level 1

09:00 – 17:00

OPTIONAL: Daytrip to Karlstejn Castle. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby (for accompanying persons only)

09:00 – 12:30 GGI European Regional Conference in the Hotel

Speaker

Bohemia I+II

09:00 – 09:15

Welcome

Michael Reiss von Filski

09:15 – 09:30

Presidential Welcome

Claudio G. Cocca

09:30 – 09:45

Words of Welcome from the Host Firms

Richard Jahoda, Jr & Dr Jiří Novák, Jr

09:45 – 10:45

Keynote Speech: “Brexit: expectations, options and challenges”

Prof Alexander Türk

10:45 – 11:15

Coffee Break

11:15 – 12:15

Keynote Speech: “The Power of Purpose, Passion and Balance”

James A. Cusumano

12:15 – 12:30

Upcoming Events

Adam Crowson

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch

14:00 – 15:30

Practice Group Meetings Round I

Foyer Pre-Function Area, Level 1

Midtown Grill

Best Practices for Professional Services Organisations

Studio C+D

Timothy C. Lynch

Corporate, Commercial & IP

Bohemia III

Ady Nordman

Indirect Taxes

Moravia II

Steve McCrindle

Litigation & Dispute Resolution

Moravia III

Johan F. Langelaar

Real Estate

Moravia I

Paul Simmons
Prof Stefano Loconte

Trust & Estate Planning

Studio A

15:30 – 16:00

Coffee Break

Foyer Pre-Function Area, Level 1

16:00 – 17:30

Practice Group Meetings Round II
Auditing, Reporting & Compliance

Moravia III

Boris Michels

Business Development & Marketing

Studio C+D

Jim Ries

Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency

Moravia I

Dr Attila Kovács

Global Mobility Solutions

Bohemia III

Huub Kapel & Carl McClean

Labour Law

Studio A

Jeffrey L.R. Kenens

M&A

Moravia II

Tim van der Meer

19:00 – 23:00 Informal Dinner at U Fleků Brewery, Křemencova 11, 11000 Prague 1. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby for transfer (Dress code: Smart Casual)
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Saturday, 11 May 2019
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

09:00 – 12:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

Foyer Pre-Function Area, Level 1

07:00 – 08:30

OPTIONAL: Wake Up Prague Walking Tour. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby

09:30 – 12:30

GGI European Regional Conference continues in the Hotel

09:30 – 12:30

GCG Geneva Capital Group M&A Dealmakers Meeting
(open to GGI members with an interest in M&A)

09:30 – 10:30

Special Interest Group Meetings

Bohemia I

Claudio G. Cocca, Michael Reiss von Filski
& Tim van der Meer

Corporate Governance & Compliance

Studio C+D

Dr Georg-Peter Kränzlin

New Technology (Proposed New Special Interest Group)

Studio A

Rens Goudsmit

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee Break

Foyer Pre-Function Area, Level 1

11:00 – 12:00

Workshops
Understanding GGI
(compulsory for all candidates and new members)

Studio C+D

Adam Crowson

Getting the Most out of Your Managing Partner

Moravia II

Jeffery L. Mowery

Purchasing Real Estate in the USA

Moravia I

Anthony J. Soukenik

Reacting to Brexit

Studio A

Jim Stafford

12:00 – 13:30

Lunch

Midtown Grill

13:00 – 16:00

OPTIONAL: Baroque Jewels of the Left Riverside Bank. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby

14:00 – 18:00

OPTIONAL: Old Town Walk. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby

19:30 – 00:00 Gala Dinner at St. Agnes Convent, U Milosrdných 17, 11000 Prague 1 (Dress code: Black Tie). Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby for transfer

Sunday, 12 May 2019
Time

Event

Room

Speaker

09:00 – 17:00 OPTIONAL: Bohemian Paradise Hiking Tour. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby
Check out no later than 12:00 noon
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Prof
Alexander H. Türk
Alexander H. Türk is Professor of
Law and Vice-Dean for Education
at the Dickson Poon School of
Law, King’s College London, UK. In
the USA, Professor Türk is also a
Visiting Professor of Georgetown
University (Washington, DC),
Pepperdine University (CA), and Iowa
University (IA). He studied history
(MA) and law (first and second state

exams) in Augsburg, Germany. He
obtained an LLM in European Law
at the College of Europe in Bruges,
Belgium (1994-95). He also holds a
PhD from the University of London.
Professor Türk’s principal research
interests are in the field of European
Union Law, and in particular its
constitutional and administrative law,
on which he has published widely.

Prof Alexander H. Türk

James A. Cusumano
Executive, entertainer, entrepreneur,
technologist, author – Jim’s career
began in his early teens as a successful
recording artist. Subsequent to earning
a PhD in physical chemistry, business
studies Stanford, a Foreign Fellowship
at Churchill College, Cambridge
University, and after working as
Exxon’s Director of Catalyst R&D,
he founded Catalytica, Inc., a public
company comprised of two business
units, Catalytica Energy Systems
and Catalytica Pharmaceuticals.
Jim served as President and CEO,
and later as Chairman. Catalytica
Pharmaceuticals grew in less than five
years from four to 2,000 people, USD
500 million in revenue, and a market
value of more than USD 1 billion.

James A. Cusumano

After selling the company, Jim
returned to his entertainment roots
and produced a successful feature
film, What Matters Most, which
was distributed in more than 50
countries. He then moved to Prague,
where he and his wife, Inez, bought,
renovated and now operate Chateau

Mcely, a 5-star, award-winning, castle
hotel, spa and forest retreat. It was
designated by the European Union
as the only “Green” 5-STAR hotel in
Central Europe. It has an international
award-winning spa and in 2013 its
restaurant, Piano Nobile, was voted the
#1 restaurant in the Czech Republic.

Jim has published numerous articles
on science, technology, business,
entrepreneurship and leadership.
He is the author of four non-fiction
books – the latest is Life Is Beautiful:
12 Universal Rules (2015) and three
novels, the latest of which is called
I Can See Clearly (summer 2019).
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

International Taxation (ITPG)
Thursday, 9 May 2019 | 14:30 – 18:00

Oliver Biernat

For this meeting, we plan to present a
role-play which will have been prepared
at the GGI ITPG Global Tax Summit in
Tel Aviv in February 2019 and in which
many ITPG members will be taking
part. It will include aspects from:
transfer pricing/substance requirements,
fighting against the accusation
of tax evasion,
knowing about the advantages and
risks of low tax regimes, and
insolvency proceedings.

Furthermore, Alan Rajah (Lawrence Grant,
London, UK) will provide an update of AI
and the digital transformation of accounting
firms. Dr Sergio Finulli (COMMA 10 Chartered
Accountants & Lawyers, Milan, Italy) will
talk about the ATAD Directive 2016/1164
(Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive). Last but
not least, Julie Bryant (Haines Watts, UK)
will chair a panel discussion on what is
happening with Brexit – effects on business
both in the UK and in the rest of the EU.

Best Practices for
Professional Services Organisations
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Timothy C. Lynch

Opportunities and Pitfalls for the Professional
Service Providers as a result of Brexit
and American Protectionism Policies
The Best Practices for Professional
Services Organisations Practice Group will
host a distinguished panel of GGI lawyers
and accountants from the UK, Ireland and
other European regions, who will share their

opinions and perspectives on the varied
impact that Brexit will have on the legal and
accounting professions in their part of the
Europe both in the short-term and long-term.
The Panel will also address their views on
the long-term and short-term impact of the
current US administration’s protectionist
policies in terms of doing business in Europe.

Corporate, Commercial & IP
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30
GDPR and global
websites & apps: the small print

Ady Nordman

Join Anne Cousin, partner from Herald
Avocats (Paris, France), and Global PG
Chairperson Ady Nordman, from Soroker
Agmon Nordman, IP & beyond (Tel Aviv,
Israel), to learn more about the applicability
of GDPR to global websites and apps,
especially when such global websites and
apps must enter into agreements with data
processor(s). We aim at better understanding

GDPR compliance, which will result in GGI
professionals around the globe being able
to provide better advice to their clientele.
Additionally, such knowledge may also be
useful within your own business and practice.
Anne Cousin is a partner in the MediaIP-TIC department of Herald Avocats.
She advises and litigates mainly in the
fields of computer and Internet law,
as well as in intellectual property law,
press law and data protection.
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Indirect Taxes
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Steve McCrindle

The Global Chairperson of the
Indirect Taxes Practice Group, Steve
McCrindle, invites you to join this
meeting. Topics will be delivered in an
open, interactive and practical way.

current position/thinking on VAT and where
appropriate, other Indirect Taxes post-Brexit,
so that you are informed and have some
knowledge and ideas of value to take away.

1. Interactive talk-show / Brexit

We can also note any areas that have
difficulties and/or are unclear, for postmeeting investigation, something we can
work on together and exchange ideas about.

Drafting this summary with only a handful
of days to go until the UK’s scheduled
exit from the European Union, we still
do not know on what basis the UK and
EU will separate and what that means
for trade and Indirect Taxes generally for
the two parties. There is no deal yet.

As part of the session, we would like to
include the views of accountants, direct tax
practitioners and lawyers, and so extend our
invitation to these groups, i.e. those that
are interested in Brexit and in its three-way
implications, EU into the UK and vice versa,
and the Rest of the World to either or both.

The topics for the meeting are as follows:

There is a song by Steelers Wheel titled
‘Stuck in the middle with you’. Do you know
it? It was released on 27 April 1973, the month
in which the UK joined the EU. The chorus is:
Clowns to the left of me,
Jokers to the right,
Here I am stuck in the middle with you.
One wonders where you would place the UK
Parliament, the EU negotiation team and the
rest of us ‘normal’ citizens/subjects in that
line? It is almost prophetic. Nonetheless, at
our meeting, we will explore and discuss the

2. News-show / VAT Update
We will also take a look at VAT changes
and interesting cases – technical, funny
or otherwise – from around the world and
a focus on the Czech Republic. Overall,
we will seek to run an open, interactive,
practical and hopefully enjoyable session,
that allows participants to contribute,
and investigate business challenges and
opportunities. We will be largely reliant on
the active participation of all those present.

Litigation & Dispute Resolution
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Johan F. Langelaar

Following a short welcome by the Global PG
Chairperson, Johan F. Langelaar, there will be a
speed-networking session where participants
will be given two minutes each to introduce
themselves and their firms to the group. Dr Jiri
Novák, Jr from host firm, BroŽ & Sokol & Novák,
will then provide some details about the upcoming amendments to EU regulations with regards
to the servicing of documents and taking of evidence. He will also add some information about
the Find a Lawyer 2 Project, which aims for

electronic identification of European lawyers for
the purpose of proceedings outside their home
member state.
There will also be an opportunity to discuss
PG matters and to exchange ideas on growing
the PG before the end of the session.
All participants are invited for a round of
drinks at the hotel bar at 17:30 pm, after the
Practice Group Meetings are over.

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Real Estate
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30
change over time and we gain insight into
different markets. We will update our data
with the latest information at the meeting.

This meeting will be informative,
thought provoking and fun. The
following areas will be covered:
Paul Simmons

1. How important it is for a company or
individual to own Real Estate as part of its
business or personal financial strategy –
we will compare experiences from around
Europe and the US and consider if normal
past practices are still best practice.
2. Brexit will effect UK owners of European
properties, European owners of UK
property and in particular the UK Real
Estate market. Is this an opportunity or a
threat for owners or potential investors?
We will look at these questions and how
we should be advising our clients.
3. Risers and fallers in the global Real Estate
market. During the last few meetings
we have been collating data on Real
Estate values and returns from countries
represented by participants at the meetings.
It is fascinating to see how these statistics

4. Plans for Real Estate Group. There will be
exciting announcements about additions
to the management team, as well as new
ideas and initiatives for the Practice Group.
Finally, there will be time for attendees
to share and discuss property investment
opportunities. This should be a dynamic
and engaging session when we can
promote deals our clients have and which
may be of interest to the clients of other
attendees. This should be a win-win for
our clients and enable attendees to work
with each after the meeting. There will be
a short time for presentations of property
investments before the end of the meeting.
You will benefit from expert insights
into the property market and you may
find ways of helping your clients and
the clients of other attendees.

Trust & Estate Planning
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30
This Practice Group meeting will
focus on new wealth planning trends
and tools for the operators of the
various jurisdictions they belong to.
Prof Stefano Loconte

The speakers will show, throughout
an operational approach, various
countries’ legislative innovations and
their impact on the personal assets

management and planning with a
protection and transmission perspective.
Do not miss this superb platform to
exchange your experiences, best practices
and ideas with other experts from this field
from all around the globe. This session is
also a splendid opportunity to identify and
discuss potential business opportunities.
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Auditing, Reporting & Compliance
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Boris Michels

Our Practice Group meeting will start
off with a presentation of the results of our
survey taken in 2018 regarding possible
future projects of our Practice Group. We
would like to decide whether or not we
should start new projects in 2019/2020.
For the financial years 2018 and 2019, new
IFRS have been implemented such as IFRS
15 “Revenue Recognition”, IFRS 9 “Financial
instruments” and IFRS 16 “Leases”. We
would like to share practical experiences and
challenges faced during the implementation
or audit of financial statements where
these standards are already applied.
In May 2019, the International Auditing and
Assurance Board Standards Board (IAASB) will

organise a consultation meeting in Paris around
the possible relevance and content of an “ISA
for SMEs”. In our meeting in Prague, we will
see what the relevance for our members is.
Finally, we will have a presentation of a
practical case on the audit of a compliance
management system and thus highlighting
possible business opportunities for us
as auditors. Such audits can provide the
management board with comfort that they
have put in place internal processes that
are likely to prevent or detect transactions
that are non-compliant, since the auditor
provides an opinion on his procedures.
Such an opinion might reduce the
management boards’ liability in case of
the occurrence of non-compliant issues.

Business Development & Marketing
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30
Is Your Networking Not Working?

Jim Ries

Networking is defined as “the action or
process of interacting with others to exchange
information and develop professional or
social contacts”. Experts agree that the
most connected people are often the most
successful. Although social media platforms
are a great place to meet people, nothing
can replace good old-fashioned face-to-face

networking. It can be a fun and easy way to
enrich your life and enhance your career, but
it can also be damaging if not done right.
So, why is your networking not working?
Please join us for this fun and interactive
session reviewing and practising some basic
tips on how to develop your networking
skills and improve your chances to connect
with people at networking events.

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic
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Debt Collection,
Restructuring & Insolvency
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Dr Attila Kovács

During this Practice Group meeting, we
will deal with the recent developments of
national and European insolvency and debt
collection regulations and practice and
especially focus on the ones in the Czech
Republic and Italy. Besides this interesting
presentation of case studies, we will deliver
valuable information and know-how on
cross-border bankruptcy matters, while
also encouraging lively discussion between
participants. Additionally, a portion of the

meeting will be dedicated to active business
development brain-storming, to establish
close and fruitful cooperation of the member
firms in the PG and their specialists.
We hope to see all our regular members
again and also many new GGI faces; and
look forward to meeting you soon with
interesting topics and a great Czech beertasting at the end of the meeting.

Global Mobility Solutions
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Huub Kapel

Carl McClean

This year’s topic is of interest to everyone,
whether you are an accountant, lawyer,
tax or business adviser. Within GGI, we all
advise our clients on a day-to-day basis on
international business aspects, which often
involves issues regarding their international
workforce. In today’s global world for talent,
many of our clients have or need to have
state-of-the-art global mobility programmes
to attract and retain international top
talent, as well as insight into the costs
associated with international assignments.
After a summary of the latest developments
within our Practice Group, we are delighted
to have Carl McClean of AIRINC join us
as an external speaker. AIRINC provides
organisations of all sizes with highquality data and technology, as well as
advice needed to help these organisations
deploy talent more effectively worldwide.
AIRINC not only delivers cost estimates
of assignments and calculations of living

allowances (COLA) but also provides up-todate insights in assignment policies in order
to benchmark today’s policy decisions.
What’s changing in Global Mobility?
How are companies moving their workforce
across borders, and why? AIRINC’s annual
survey checks the practices of best-inclass mobility programmes and looks at
the trends shaping global mobility in the
future. This year’s survey highlights how
organisations are making better decisions
with data, ensuring effective governance
and moving towards digital platforms to
communicate with their expatriates. Carl
will present some of the main themes, as
well as provide an overview of some of the
fundamental issues facing mobility advisers.
If you are interested to learn more about
the challenges your clients are facing
regarding their international workforce and
how we can assist them, please join us!
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Labour Law
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30
Are we ready for algorithms?

Jeffrey L. R. Kenens

Algorithms are forms of artificial
intelligence that are increasingly used in
Human Resources. Think of self-learning
programmes used by Amazon and Uber
that (partly) decide on recruitment and
selection, classification and assessment,
and remuneration. For the employment law
aspects of the use of such means, however,
hardly any (legal) framework has yet been
formed. In this Practice Group meeting,
we will discuss questions such as:
What is an algorithm?
To what extent do algorithms used by
employers and platforms discriminate?
Is that forbidden and (how) can users
of algorithms avoid discriminating?

What influence does an algorithm
have on the question of whether an
authority relationship exists?
Do the statutory remuneration rules
apply to price surging algorithms?
When should an entrepreneur have
the consent of the Works Council
for the use of an algorithm?
Although the recent Dutch Deliveroo case
offers interesting guidance, the meeting
still has an exploratory and interactive
character, as there is hardly any jurisdiction
in this area. In short: this meeting may have
more questions raised than answered.
You are all invited to join our
meeting and to share your thoughts
about the impact of algorithms!

M&A
Friday, 10 May 2019 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Tim van der Meer

From dental or childcare businesses to
veterinarian or cosmetic surgery clinics, private
equity groups (PE) are spotting opportunities
in different sectors where they can merge
companies, quickly improve revenues, cut
costs and eventually sell them at a profit. Buyand-builds have become so popular for PE
globally that they have gone from representing
25% of total deals in 2004 to more than
50% of all transactions today, says a recent
study. This is why, during this M&A Practice
Group meeting, we will dive into the world
of (successful) M&A through Buy & Builds.
The agenda looks like this:

Netherlands) will discuss general
developments, the basics, creating
commercial opportunities;
Shaun O’Shea (Beauchamps, Dublin,
Ireland)) will talk about legal aspects
in Buy & Build in negotiating contracts
between business owners & PE;
Rajesh Kothari (Cascade Partners LLC,
Detroit, MI, USA) will talk about successful
acquisition strategies and insights on US
firms acquiring into Europe and vice versa.
All participants are invited to raise a (free)
glass to a successful buy & build after the
Practice Group meeting in the hotel bar.

Tim van der Meer (Marktlink Fusies
& Overnames B.V., Amsterdam, The

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic
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Corporate Governance
& Compliance Special Interest Group
Saturday, 11 May 2019 | 09:30 – 10:30
Compliance in M&A Transactions
Dr Georg-Peter Kränzlin

The sale and purchase of companies (M&A
transactions) is a project which normally
runs over a period of 6 to 12 months, from
the first contact between the parties of an
M&A transaction until the closing which
reflects the change of ownership. During this
period, the corporate bodies on the seller and

purchaser side are – in certain phases of a
transaction – subject to stringent regulations
or judicial rules which prohibit the open
exchange of information. Any non-compliance
with those regulations or rules may either
lead to a disruption of the entire transaction
or might expose individuals to claims for
damages. How to avoid those consequences
will be the guideline of this workshop.

New Technology

(Proposed New Special Interest Group)
Saturday, 11 May 2019 | 09:30 – 10:30

Rens Goudsmit

“It is not the strongest of the species that
survives, nor the most intelligent that survives. It
is the one that is the most adaptable to change.”

Charles Darwin (1809–1882)
The digitalisation of our society
is a fact. Technological innovations
succeed each other faster every day.
This will affect both our customers
and our own business. This applies to
accounting, corporate finance, fiduciary
and estate planning, and tax firms.
We should exchange know-how
and experience(s) across the board,
to be able to forge the essential link
between innovation and regulation.
New technologies and developments
are also leading to innovative, interesting,
and complex (legal) issues. Current laws
and regulations tend not to have been

geared to these new developments yet.
Especially in this sector, it is crucial
to share best practices and knowledge
from various points of expertise.
There is still no obvious answer to
questions such as: how do the principles
of GDPR affect the documentation of all
manner of transactions in a decentralised
blockchain? Who is liable if a self-driving
car causes an accident? How to use AI?
During the kick-off in Prague, we’ll define
the focus areas of our special interest group
and determine the most effective way to
exchange know-how and best practices.
We will discuss the current status and cast
an eye on the New Tech trends for 2019.
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Understanding GGI

Compulsory for all candidates and new members,
unless attending the GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting
Saturday, 11 May 2019, 11:00 – 12:00
Adam Crowson

An interactive overview offering a better
understanding of the daily life of GGI,
membership criteria, selection of members,
conferences, workshops, practice groups,
the charter, and the functioning of Head
Office, Regional Offices and the Executive
Committee. This workshop is not only
interesting for new and first-time attendees,
but it will also provide participants with

an in-depth view of daily operations as
handled by GGI management, strategic
outlooks and future plans. Clearer insight
into the structure and functioning of
GGI can also result in expansion of your
business, since it provides you with the
ability to explain the benefits of GGI better
to colleagues in your firm and your clients.

Getting the Most
out of Your Managing Partner
Saturday, 11 May 2019, 11:00 – 12:00

Jeffery L. Mowery

Jeffery L. Mowery, Managing Partner of
Mowery & Schoenfeld (Chicago, IL, USA),
was named one of the Managing Partner
Elites by Accounting Today magazine. He
has seen his firm’s revenue quadruple over
the past ten years. He will share some

of his successes and even more of the
lessons learned over his 10-year tenure
as Managing Partner. This workshop will
address these issues and any best practice
ideas contributed by participants.

Purchasing Real Estate in the USA
Saturday, 11 May 2019, 11:00 – 12:00

Anthony J. Soukenik

Purchasing Real Estate in the US can vary,
not only state to state, but county to county,
with many tax overlay and historic districts.
Some states require the assistance of an
attorney to close a transaction while others
do not. This workshop will provide a check

list of the questions to ask, the professionals
to retain and casually review the differences
among many of the popular states, noting
some distinctions between the acquisition
of residential and commercial properties.

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic
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Reacting to Brexit
Saturday, 11 May 2019, 11:00 – 12:00
favourable jurisdiction for settling
international disputes.)

Jim Stafford proposes looking at
Brexit from several points of view:

Jim Stafford

1. The Direct Impact on Lawyers
and Accountants:
Possible reduction in Professional
Indemnity Insurance Market
as many insurers are underwritten by Lloyds of London.
Non-recognition of cross-border auditors
will mean that some companies will
see their auditors having to resign.
There has been a surge of UK
lawyers seeking recognition to
practice in Ireland. Are they seeking
recognition in other EU countries?
Impact on cross-border litigation.
(London was previously seen as a

2. Banking & Finance
Impact of Brexit on the
financial services sector
3. Data Protection
Data Protection Commission guidance on
transfers of data to the UK post Brexit.
Other topics that might also be
covered include: Intellectual Property,
Food & Agriculture, Transport Services,
and the Movement of People.
Join the discussion; it will no doubt be lively.

All tours are only for pre-registered participants

Thursday, 9 May 2019 | 08:45 – 13:00

Lesser Town Tour & Private
Cruise on the Vltava River
Enjoy a one-hour
cruise in a beautiful
Venice-styled boat
(heated) with a
private guide. This
will be followed by a
walk through Kampa
Island, including a
stop at the famous
Lennon Wall, before
heading back to the
hotel over the famous
Charles Bridge.

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic
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Thursday, 9 May 2019 | 13:45 – 17:30

Communist Tour
You will be picked up at the lobby by
a Skoda old-timer bus. It might not be
very comfortable but it will definitely
be unforgettable. During the tour, you
will get to see plenty of Communist
architecture, the most famous places
from the Velvet Revolution in 1989,
the seat of radio Free Europe and

others. Afterwards, there will be a
visit to the Museum of Communism
with a private guide. The museum
focuses on the totalitarian regime
from the February coup in 1948 to its
rapid collapse in November 1989. The
theme of the museum is “Communism
– the Dream, the Reality, and the

Nightmare” and you will be treated to
a fully immersive experience. This is
the first museum in Prague (since the
Velvet Revolution) exclusively devoted
to a system established in the sphere
of the former Soviet Union. The visit
will also bring you to the famous
bunker under Wenceslas Square.

Friday, 10 May 2019 | 09:00 – 17:00

Daytrip to Karlstejn Castle
For Accompanying
Persons only.
Karlstejn Castle was built
in the 14th century by the
Czech King and Roman
Emperor, Charles IV. At
the time, the castle held
the treasures of the Holy
Roman Empire, including
the imperial coronation
jewels. Karlstejn is a
45-minute drive away from
Prague. On arrival at the
village, you will be taken
by horse-drawn carriage
up the hill to the Castle.

Saturday, 11 May 2019 | 07:00 – 08:30

Wake up Prague! Walking Tour
A walk through Prague in the morning is like a dream. Streets and parks with only a few people there, it is like walking through
the centuries or browsing through an architecture textbook. You will take a 45-minute route and feel healthy for the rest of the day!

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic
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Saturday, 11 May 2019 | 13:00 – 16:00

Baroque Jewels of
the Left Riverside Bank

A bus transfer will take you
up Strahov Hill to the Strahov
Library, Loreto Sanctuary and
St Nicholas Church.
The monastery’s historical library,
Strahov Library, now once again in the

possession of the monks, contains
130,000 volumes, 5,000 manuscripts,
2,500 incunabula and a large number
of old maps. The library’s “Theological
Hall” is of particular interest with its
fine stucco work and its 18th-century
painting. The “Philosophical Hall”

is also rather of rather remarkable
dimensions, corresponding to
the size of the bookcases it holds.
The visit will then continue to the
Sanctuary of Loreto and end at the
baroque church, with the famous
pilgrim statue - “Bambino di Praga”.

Saturday, 11 May 2019 | 14:00 – 18:00

Old Town Walk

Follow the guide and let the city,
where there is a secret to discover
behind every single corner, enchant
you. The city walk will take you to the
Old Town Square, providing a dazzling
panorama. Stand in the middle and turn
in a slow circle: it’s as if all the most
charming city streets of Europe were
stretched around you. Every building is

different in every detail – roofs, windows,
doors and colours. The Old Town Hall,
begun in the 14th century, has developed
slowly, to match the municipality’s
growth in size and importance.
Neighbouring houses were
incorporated and modifications
continued to be made until the 19th

GGI European Regional Conference | Prague, Czech Republic

century. The most obvious highlight of
the Old Town Hall is its 15th-century
Astronomical Clock. Every hour on the
hour, clockwork figures on the tower’s
facade enact a timely story. After a
look around Old Town Square, you will
continue on to the Estates Theatre,
where Mozart’s “Don Giovanni”
was performed for the first time.
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Sunday, 12 May 2019 | 09:00 – 17:00

Bohemian Paradise Hiking Tour

There aren’t many places in
Europe that offer as many natural
attractions and beauties as Cesky
raj (Bohemian Paradise).
At first glance, this hospitable
landscape is scattered with dramatic
rock formations, deep shady

valleys, meandering rivers and quiet
ponds surrounded by forests.
Bohemian phenomena and
biotopes, complemented by historic
monuments and typical folk
architecture, cover almost 1,400
square km. Bohemian Paradise

is the oldest nature reserve in
the Czech Republic, also recently
proclaimed the first UNESCO
geopark in the Czech Republic.
After a one-hour bus ride, you
can expect to walk up to 8 km.
Sports or hiking shoes required.

Join our upcoming GGI Events:
GGI Pan-American Regional Conference
Houston (TX), USA | 20 - 23 June 2019
GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting
Houston (TX), USA | 20 - 23 June 2019
GGI French-Speaking Chapter
Paris, France | 05 - 07 July 2019
GGI North American Best Practices & Marketing Professionals Conference
Wichita (KS), USA | 19 - 21 September 2019
GGI German-Speaking Chapter
Graz, Austria | 04 - 06 October 2019
GGI EasyMeet
Stockholm, Sweden | 11-13 October 2019 (tbc)
GGI Nordic-Baltic Meeting
Stockholm, Sweden | 11-13 October 2019 (tbc)
GGI World Conference
Marrakech, Morocco | 07 - 10 November 2019
GGI Asia-Pacific Regional Confernce
Bali, Indonesia | 5-8 December 2019
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GGI | Geneva Group International AG
Schaffhauserstrasse 550
8052 Zurich
Switzerland
T: +41 44 256 18 18
E: info@ggi.com

ggi.com
ggiforum.com
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