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WELCOME MESSAGE

Welcome to Berlin!
Dear GGI Members and Friends
Welcome to Germany’s modern capital city, a fascinating European metropolis with a
dramatic history. This unique city has a rich, cultural atmosphere with a huge variety of attractions and landmarks to experience.
We figured that if we’re going to be in Berlin, there is nowhere better to be other than
right beside the Brandenburg Gate. This 18th century triumphal arch has become one of
the most recognisable landmarks in Europe, and has played witness to some of the most
significant moments in modern history.
Our hotel, the Hotel Adlon Kempinski, also has quite a remarkable history. Built in 1907,
it was a prestigious project, supported by Kaiser Wilhelm II. It quickly became the most
famous hotel in Europe, attracting the world’s high society. It survived both World Wars
but fell victim to a fire, accidentally caused by Russian soldiers in May 1945. During the
East-West German conflict, the hotel stood witness to the division of the city before being
demolished in 1984. However, in 1995, construction for the hotel began in earnest, inspired
by the original design. And exactly 90 years after its first opening, the hotel opened its doors
once again to continue its grand history.
So here we are. The GGI European Regional Conference is more than just a regular
fixture in our calendars. It is a perfect opportunity to renew acquaintances, share best practices and meet new members and candidate firms not just from Europe but also from our
other regions. We are delighted that so many of you could join us.
We are honoured to have Prof Dr Gunnar Heinsohn and Richard Tromans join us as
Keynote Speakers this year. Looking to the future, both of them will no doubt leave you with
much to think about with regards to how you plan your firm’s strategic focus.
Our host firms at this Conference, AIOS, FPS and Wendler Tremml, extend a warm welcome to everyone here. They are all well represented in the programme, and will take part
in many of the Practice Groups and Workshops. They have also prepared a special gift for
each one of you to take home to remind you of this special city and our time together here.
As usual, this is the operational information we would like you to be aware of:
REGISTRATION: All delegates must complete registration at the GGI hospitality desk
prior to attending any of the Conference. Please wear your badge at all times during
the Conference, as only delegates with official Conference ID will be allowed into any
of the sessions and social programmes.
TIMING: Our Conference will run on time. We work hard, we have lots of fun, but
we are going to always be on time. If a session starts late, we will still end on time so
please pay attention to the times as stated in the programme.
MEETING POINTS: The meeting points for all excursions and social programmes
are clearly stated. Excursions are only for pre-registered participants. If you are not
sure which tour(s) you have signed up for or would indeed like to register for a tour,
please double check at the GGI hospitality desk.

Conference Hotel
Hotel Adlon Kempinski
Unter den Linden 77
10117 Berlin
Germany
T: +49 30 22610
W: www.kempinski.com/en/
		berlin/hotel-adlon/
Dress code: Unless otherwise stated,
the dress code for the Conference is
Business Casual.
Your GGI main
contact persons are:
Anita Szoeke
Igino Moffa Marchetti
Julia Benn
Linda Soriton
Marco Izzo
Steven Bosch
You will always find one of us at the
hospitality desk during our opening
hours.
GGI Hospitality Desk
Opening Hours:
Thursday, 19 April 2018:
14:00 – 19:30
Friday, 20 April 2018:
08:30 – 17:30
Saturday, 21 April 2018:
08:30 – 12:45

We hope that you really enjoy this Conference. Our GGI team is here to help you with
any queries you may have.
With our very best regards

Claudio G. Cocca, Chairman & Founder

Michael Reiss von Filski, Global CEO
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Thursday, 19 April 2018
Time

Event

Room

14:00 – 19:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

Foyer Haupttreppe

09:30 – 13:30

OPTIONAL: Cold War Tour. Meeting Point: Foyer Haupttreppe

10:00 – 18:00

OPTIONAL: Berlin Orientation City Tour (including lunch at Käfer Restaurant, located in the German “Reichstag”).
Meeting Point: Foyer Haupttreppe

10:00 – 16:30

GGI Executive Committee Meeting (for ExCom members only) Bundeszimmer

14:00 – 17:00

OPTIONAL: Walking Tour of the old Jewish Quarter. Meeting Point: Foyer Haupttreppe

14:30 – 18:00

Practice Group Meeting: International Taxation (ITPG)

19:00 – 22:30

Welcome Cocktail Reception & Welcome Dinner in the Hotel Ballsaal
(Dress code: Business Formal)

Palaissaal II

Introduction of GGI Member Candidates & New Member Firms

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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Oliver Biernat
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Friday, 20 April 2018
Time

Event

Room

08:30 – 17:30

GGI Hospitality Desk open

Foyer Haupttreppe

Speaker

09:00 – 10:00 OPTIONAL: Meet & Greet Coffee for Accompanying Persons Konferenzraum II
10:00 – 17:00 OPTIONAL: Visit to the Classical City of Potsdam, including a tour of the beautiful Sanssouci Castle (for Accompanying Persons only).
Meeting Point: Foyer Haupttreppe
09:00 – 12:30 GGI European Regional Conference in the Hotel
Palaissaal
09:00 – 09:15

Welcome

Michael Reiss von Filski

09:15 – 09:30

Presidential Welcome

Claudio G. Cocca

09:30 – 09:45

Words of Welcome from the Host Firms

Tilo Drebes

09:45 – 10:45

Keynote Speech: “Global Situation 2018”

Prof Dr Gunnar Heinsohn

10:45 – 11:15

Coffee Break

11:15 – 12:15

Keynote Speech: “AI and Professional Services”

Richard Tromans

12:15 – 12:30

Upcoming Events

Adam Crowson

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch

14:00 – 15:30

Practice Group Meetings Round I

Palaissaal Foyer

Galerie Bel Etage

Best Practices for Professional Services Organizations

Akademieraum I

Theodore A. Offit & Timothy C. Lynch

Corporate, Commercial & IP

Akademieraum II

Ady Nordman

Indirect Taxes

Akademieraum III

Steve McCrindle & Toon Hasselman

Labour Law

Brandenburgzimmer

Jeffrey L.R. Kenens

Litigation & Dispute Resolution

Konferenzraum I

Johan F. Langelaar

Real Estate

Konferenzraum II

Paul Simmons

15:30 – 16:00

Coffee Break

Palaissaal Foyer

16:00 – 17:30

Practice Group Meetings Round II

18:45 – 23:00

Auditing, Reporting & Compliance

Akademieraum III

Boris Michels

Business Development & Marketing

Akademieraum II

Alan Rajah

Debt Collection, Restructuring & Insolvency

Konferenzraum I

Dr Attila Kovács

Global Mobility Solutions

Konferenzraum II

Huub Kapel

M&A

Akademieraum I

Tim van der Meer

Trust & Estate Planning
Brandenburgzimmer
Informal Dinner at Restaurant Nolle, S-Bahnbogen 203, Georgenstraße, 10117 Berlin.
Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby at back of hotel (Dress code: Smart Casual)

Henry Charles
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DELEGATE PROGRAMME

Delegate Programme
Saturday, 21 April 2018
Time

Event

Room

08:30 – 12:45

GGI Hospitality Desk open

Foyer Haupttreppe

08:00 – 12:30

GGI World Conference continues in the Hotel

08:00 – 12:30

GCG Geneva Capital Group M&A Dealmakers Meeting
(Breakfast included)

Speaker

Palaissaal II

Claudio G. Cocca, Michael Reiss von Filski
& Tim van der Meer

Akademieraum II

Adam Crowson

Workshops
09:00 – 10:30 Understanding GGI
(compulsory for all candidates and new members,
unless attending the GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting)
09:00 – 10:30

Corporate Governance & Compliance Special Interest Group Akademieraum I

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee Break

11:00 – 12:30

Workshops

Dr Georg-Peter Kränzlin

Palaissaal Foyer

Doing business in a foreign country (e.g. Germany) –
chances and risks from a tax point of view

Konferenzraum I

Ingo Prang

US Trade Policies that Impact Europe:
Tariffs, CFIUS, Mobility and More

Akademieraum I

V. Susanne Cook & Ana Maria Mieles
Anthony J. Soukenik & Narcisa Przulj

Universal Risk Analysis

Akademieraum II

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch

Sra Bua Restaurant

14:00 – 17:15

OPTIONAL: Trabi Safari. Meeting Point: Foyer Haupttreppe

14:00 – 17:30

OPTIONAL: “Discover Berlin” Walking Tour. Meeting Point: Hotel Lobby at back of hotel

19:00 – 23:00 Gala Dinner at AXICA, Pariser Platz 3, 10117 Berlin (Dress code: Black Tie). Please make your own way to the venue

Sunday, 22 April 2018
Check out no later than 12:00 noon
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Prof Dr Gunnar Heinsohn
Prof Dr Gunnar Heinsohn has over
1,000 publications and is a Professor
Emeritus at the University of Bremen.
Four of his works are recorded in the
Lexikon ökonomischer Werke (Encyclopaedia of Economic Works [2006]), which
covers the 650 most important economic
texts. In 1993, he founded Europe’s first
institute devoted to comparative genocide research. In his bestseller, Söhne
und Weltmacht (Sons and World Power
[2003]) he predicted the Arab Spring of
2011. He developed the first war index for
anticipating the translation of extreme
birth rates into future violence.
He predicts that the increasing scarcity
of high skilled will lead to the mutual cannibalisation of the leading nations for top
talent. Only those who keep their best in
the country, recruit experts worldwide and
close their borders for the low-skilled will
survive.

Prof Dr Gunnar Heinsohn
Prof Heinsohn has taught military
demography at the NATO Defense College (NDC) in Rome, and ownership

economics at the Management Zentrum
St Gallen (St Gallen Management Centre
[MZSG]).

Richard
Tromans
Richard Tromans is the founder of TromansConsulting, which advises lawyers
on strategy and innovation, including the
adoption of legal AI and other ’New Wave’
technology. He has spent over 18 years
working in the legal sector focused on the
UK and global legal markets.
Richard is also the founder of the global
legal AI and new technology site, Artificial
Lawyer, which was recently recognised as
one of the top 50 information sites in the
world on Artificial Intelligence.

Richard Tromans
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

International Taxation (ITPG)
Thursday, 19 April 2018 | 14:30 – 18:00

Oliver Biernat

One interactive session will deal with Trump’s
final tax reform. Robert Frank (Frank & Company,
USA) & Jeffery L. Mowery (Mowery & Schoenfeld,
USA) will update us on this and will conduct a
controversial discussion with the European ITPG
Chairs and all on the impact of the reform for the
Europeans, so prepare your questions and comments.
The second interactive session will deal with
questions such as ‘Can one today hide in an ever
public digital world?’ and ‘Is being offshore a paradise or a future hell?’ Prof Robert Anthony (Antho-

ny & Cie, France) will moderate roundtable discussions where we will look at obligations of exchange
of information, OECD involvement thereto, tightening to encourage transparency, compliance issues and paradise press.
Jean-Pierre Verlaine (Engelwood Global Services, Luxembourg) will briefly explain how to choose
a holding location considering tax aspects and Edward Hendrickx & Andre Groeneveld (EJP Accountants & Adviseurs, The Netherlands) will stop the
privacy panic and explain the new EU data protection rules for tax professionals.

Best Practices for
Professional Services Organizations
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Theodore A. Offit

Timothy C. Lynch

Making ‘Partner’ is a career ambition and a
milestone achievement for most professional
service providers.
The variances among professional service organisations when it comes to when and how a
person makes partner, the requirements needed
in order to attain that status, as well as partnership classifications and responsibilities are legion.
A distinguished panel of European and North
American accounting and law firm leaders will
be discussing their organisation’s methods and
strategies regarding these issues and the promotion/entry to ownership and senior management.

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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Corporate, Commercial & IP
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30
Guest Speaker: Ade Molajo

Ady Nordman

Ade Molajo

Ade Molajo will be presenting the very “hot”
topic of Blockchain. What is Blockchain?; How
does it work? Notable Networks; Brief History;
Legal Implications; DAOs Regulating Code; Public or Private Blockchains?; ICOs; IP; The EC’s
perspective.
Ade is a digital consultant who has been working in the technology space since 2009. He graduated with a BSc in Information Systems (University of Liverpool) and an MSc in IT Law and
Management (King’s College London). He has
worked with large multinational firms including Atos and PwC. He is currently lending his
expert Blockchain insight to company building

at Innogy Innovation Hub. Here he is involved
in startup business model transformation. Ade
is dedicated to educating corporates about the
power of Blockchain in their various industries.

Indirect Taxes
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Steve McCrindle

Toon Hasselman

1. Interactive talk-show / Plan B for Brexit
With the UK preparing to leave the European
Union, and as this is the European Conference, we
will be focusing on Plan B for Brexit.
We all have clients with business activities in
or with other EU Member States, but for EU established businesses with business activities in or
with the UK, or vice versa, what will be the Indirect
Tax implications post Brexit? Presently there are no
agreed trading arrangements. If there is a ‘hard’
Brexit, such that there is no trading agreement between the EU and the UK, what contingencies do
your clients have in place to protect their business
interests?
We will explore areas of Indirect Tax that may be
adversely or positively affected by Brexit and what
the potential solutions may be, such that participants have ideas that they can discuss with clients,
i.e. Plan B.
As part of the session, we would like to include

the views of accountants, Direct Tax practitioners
and lawyers, and so extend our invitation to interested accountants, direct tax practitioners and lawyers that are interested in Plan B for Brexit and in its
two way implications: EU into the UK and vice versa.
We will also seek comment and insight from
participants on what they require from the Indirect
Taxes PG leadership to assist them with Plan B for
Brexit!
2. News-show / VAT Update
We will also take a look at VAT changes and interesting cases – technical, funny or otherwise – from
around the world.
Overall, we will seek to run an open, interactive, practical and hopefully fun session that allows
participants to contribute and investigate business
challenges and opportunities. We will be largely
reliant on the active participation of all those present.

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Labour Law
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Jeffrey L. R. Kenens

The EU General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) is the most important change in data privacy regulation in 20 years. GPDR makes its applicability very clear – it will apply to the processing
of personal data by controllers and processors in
the EU, regardless of whether the processing takes
place in the EU or not. The enforcement date is 25
May 2018 – at which time those organisations in
non-compliance may face heavy fines. Under GDPR,
organisations in breach of it can be fined up to 4%
of annual global turnover or EUR 20m (whichever
is greater).
During our meeting we will discuss the impact of

GDPR specifically on the employment relationship:
What constitutes personal employee’s data?
Do I have to get an employee’s consent to retain
personal data?
How do I deal with disabled employees in terms
of privacy and reintegration?
What are the rights of my employees under
GDPR?
What steps do I need to take?
This Practice Group meeting is open to all participants to the conference, so please join us and share
your thoughts about GDPR.

Litigation & Dispute Resolution
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Johan F. Langelaar

After a speed-networking session, there will be
two presentations:
a. Wolfgang Fürnschuss (Advocatur Seeger, Frick
& Partner, Liechtenstein) will discuss ‘Aspects
of asset protection a Liechtenstein foundation
provides’, in particular, the lack of jurisdiction
for proceedings against a Liechtenstein foundation even in the case in which there is a final
non-Liechtenstein judgment against the foundation’s (foreign) beneficiary;
b. Dr Karl Friedrich Dumoulin (FPS, Germany) will

talk about ‘The European Order for Payment
(EOP)’. Regulation EC 1896/2006 created a first
genuine European civil procedure – the EOP
procedure. The presentation gives an overview
on the scope of application, procedure, issuing
and serving as well as opposition and enforceability.
We will gather after the Practice Group Meetings
at 17:30 pm at the hotel bar to continue our discussion over some drinks.

Real Estate
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round I | 14:00 – 15:30

Paul Simmons

TWe will have a fascinating time increasing our
knowledge of property matters and markets and
sharing information on property deals and investment opportunities.
Our friend Dr Michael Bihler (LUTZ | ABEL, Germany) will provide intriguing insight into the real
estate market in host country Germany and provide
advice and tips for overseas buyers.
At our last PG meeting, we collected useful information from the participants in respect of investment returns and capital growth on real estate
around the world. It will be fun and interesting to
add to this database at the meeting.

There will then be time for attendees to share and
discuss property investment opportunities. This
should be a dynamic and engaging session when
we can promote deals our clients have and which
may be of interest to the clients of other attendees.
This should be a win-win for our clients and enable
attendees to work with each after the meeting.
Please do come to the meeting to benefit from
expert insights into the property market and to find
ways of helping your clients and the clients of other
attendees.

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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Auditing, Reporting & Compliance
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Boris Michels

It is the auditor’s nightmare to fail to recognise
fraudulent activities in the financial statements under audit!
Starting from the professional standards relating to fraud, we will cover popular fraudulent
scenarios that have been all over the media (e.g.
Olympus). Against this background, we will share
our experience on fraud we have actually encountered, how we dealt with it and what consequences

were eventually faced. We would like to discuss real
life cases from the US, the Netherlands and Germany. Your cases and contributions to this highly
relevant topic are also very welcome and necessary.
We hope to raise awareness and sensitivity of
fraud risks, explain how to avoid stepping into
traps others have already faced and hopefully provide a useful set of measures for our daily businesses.

Business Development & Marketing
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30
How to Present a Professional Bid to Win Business
Guest Speaker: Anthony Round
Alan Rajah

Anthony Round

No doubt you have all been in a situation
where you have submitted a bid to win new business but have been unsuccessful in the bid process.
Special Guest Speaker, Anthony Round, Manager of Corporate Growth Europe of APMP
(worldwide authority dedicated to the process of
winning business through proposals, bids, tenders, and presentations), will talk about how to
take advantage of these opportunities to present
a professional bid and to see off the competition
in your sector, even on a limited budget. This

session will be of interest to you, regardless of
whether you are an accountant, lawyer & consultant.

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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PRACTICE GROUP MEETING SUMMARIES

Debt Collection,
Restructuring & Insolvency
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Dr Attila Kovács

Our meeting will continue in the same direction
of our last meeting in Vienna, focusing on crisis early
stage approach.
A limited number of distressed companies approach each situation promptly enough to avoid
bankruptcy procedures and to go back to market successfully, through a creditor composition plan or a
restructuring agreement. On the other hand, if they
had reacted at an earlier stage their restarting plan
would be much more reliable and solid. Why doesn’t
it happen more often? Why are entrepreneurs unable
to see how quickly insolvency can become an issue
in their companies? Which of the legal options available in Europe has the best track record and the best
positive feedback? What can advisors do, or improve,

to provide a better approach to early-stage crisis in
small-cap firms especially? These and further questions will be discussed during a panel discussion with
participants from different countries.
Beside this, we will learn a little bit more about
the most recent developments in Germany regarding insolvency, bankruptcy and debt collection. There
will also be a presentation about a cross-border insolvency litigation between a bankrupted financial
institution and Saxo Bank as an unlawfully preferred
creditor of its debtor.
We hope to see again all our regular members and
also many new faces and look forward to meeting you
soon with interesting topics and a great Irish whiskeytasting at the end of the meeting!

Global Mobility Solutions
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30

Huub Kapel

We want you to be (more) aware of the various
business risks/opportunities when it comes to global mobility. Therefore, this session will not be (too)
technical and as such is recommended for all participants, whether you are a lawyer, accountant, business or tax adviser. Our combined knowledge and
experience in this respect will be worth its weight
in gold.
PART 1: European social security
European social security is just one of the minefields many advisers tend to leave aside when advising on international assignments, unaware of
the related risks. After a general description of the
European social security rules, we will demonstrate
the differences, risks and opportunities through an
interactive map designed by LIMES International
(The Netherlands).
PART 2: Global Mobility Solutions:
when should we contact you?
Whether it is due to new production locations or
distribution markets, shared service centres or international career opportunities, companies and their
employees are working around the world; where do
you start when your client enters a new location?
The co-ordination of the legal, business, tax and

social security aspects of an international assignment is a hot potato situation not many firms can or
want to handle. However, at GGI we are in a unique
position to offer our clients an integrated solution
from an international legal, business, tax and social
security point of view. During our interactive session, we will ask your input based on the following
case study:
Non-resident employer,
without presence in your country (yet),
will assign its first employee to your country,
whereby it is assumed that
the tax levy on his salary is allocated to your country, and
the employee will be subject to social security in
your country.
Your input based on your experience as a lawyer,
accountant, business or tax adviser is highly appreciated, e.g. relating to employment law (contract
structure/wording and local employment law requirements), compensation models, insurance, tax
and social security implications and practical (payroll) issues. Which legal, tax and business issues
do we/our clients need to work through in view of
global mobility? Alternatively, when should we contact you for advice? We hope to see you all!

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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M&A
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30
The 10 most critical deal
breakers in M&A advisory

Tim van der Meer

If you have never made a mistake in your professional life and if you are sure you will never
make any in the future, this might not be the
PG meeting for you. The M&A Practice Group,
however, could never have become the most experienced M&A network if we had not learned
from the mistakes that we have made or seen
ourselves. This meeting will be about learning
from our and other’s mistakes.
1. Deal-breakers on the ‘Legals’ by Robert
Thompson (Ward Hadaway, UK)
Pricing phrases in heads of terms/LOIs.
Differences in practices and undertakings
between different jurisdictions.
Common issues in private equity deals.
2. Deal-breakers in financial deal-making by Tim
van der Meer (Marktlink Mergers & Acquisi-

tions, The Netherlands)
Deal-breaker #1: Current trading vs budget
The wobbly bridge between Enterprise &
Share Value
The danger of the use of ebitda multiples
The negative impact of real estate in DCF
Valuation
3. 3 Mistakes to avoid when sharing data and information in M&A processes by Jeroen Kruithof (Virtual Vaults, The Netherlands)
This ‘misstep journey’ is only complete if all
participants are willing to share deal-breakers
that they have seen themselves. So please, join
us during the discussion, be open and share
both your and other’s mistakes!
All participants are kindly invited to meet
at the hotel bar after the meeting, where the
first drinks will be offered by the M&A Practice
Group. Non-attendance may be considered a
deal-breaker!

Trust & Estate Planning
Friday, 20 April 2018 | Round II | 16:00 – 17:30
Global Transparency –
a blessing or a curse? How is it for you?

Henry Charles

Practice Group Chairperson, Henry Charles
(Citroen Wells Chartered Accountants, UK) will
provide a brief update as to the development of
the Practice Group and planned future meetings.
Following this, attending delegates from a variety of countries will be invited to enlighten us
about their individual experiences and views on
Global Transparency and, in particular, how they
see this developing, for better or worse, and its impact on the international trust industry.

Ensuing informal discussions on the topic of increasing global transparency will consider, but not
be limited to:
perspectives from a number of jurisdictions on
the impact and personal experience of
increased tax reporting requirements; and
public trust registers; and
where we see these initiatives going; and
whether (and who/when) somebody might stick
their hand up and say enough!
Discussion is encouraged and questions are
welcomed.
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WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

Understanding GGI

Compulsory for all candidates and new members,
unless attending the GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting
Saturday, 21 April 2018 | 09:00 – 10:30
Adam Crowson

An interactive overview offering a better understanding of the daily life of GGI, membership criteria, selection of members, conferences, workshops,
practice groups, the charter, and the functioning
of Head Office, Regional Offices and the Executive
Committee. This workshop is not only interesting
for new and first-time attendees, but it will also pro-

vide participants with an in-depth view of daily operations as handled by GGI management, strategic
outlooks and future plans. Clearer insight into the
structure and functioning of GGI can also result in
expansion of your business, since it provides you
with the ability to explain the benefits of GGI better
to colleagues in your firm and your clients.

Corporate Governance
& Compliance Special Interest Group
Saturday, 21 April 2018 | 09:00 – 10:30
What is good Corporate Governance
& Compliance in a Company Crisis?
Dr Georg-Peter Kränzlin
In case a company survives a crisis, it is the supervisory / advisory board and / or shareholder(s)
to evaluate whether or not the Managing Director or the supervisory board members might be
subject to damages due to non-compliance – and
in case of insolvency, it is the administrator who
takes up the same investigations for the benefit

of the company’s creditors. Each jurisdiction provides for each company body its own set of rules.
Within Europe and the US those rules are from a
legal and operational perspective rather similar –
but by the same token not commonly known to
the company’s stakeholders – either deliberately
or unintentionally. During this meeting, we will
elaborate legally-recognised concepts to avoid
personal liabilities.

Doing business in a foreign
country (e.g. Germany) – chances
and risks from a tax point of view
Saturday, 21 April 2018 | 11:00 – 12:30
Ingo Prang
How would I have to enter a specific foreign
market (entity form?) and what has to be considered from a tax point of view are always the main
two questions of a client when he would like to
go cross-border. This Workshop will discuss these

questions using the example of our host country
Germany (in particular the range from direct sales
up to the foundation of an entity) and will invite
the participants to share their experiences from
their home country.

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany

WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

15

Universal Risk Analysis
Saturday, 21 April 2018 | 11:00 – 12:30

Anthony J. Soukenik

This course is an interactive opportunity for
accountants and attorneys to examine a comprehensive universal risk analysis tool which can be
customised to the attendees’ legal jurisdictions.
Accounting and legal professionals have a duty
to assist their client to be compliant with various
laws and regulations. This tool will assist the professional’s ability to prioritise her/his client’s organisational compliance.
Attendees will be asked (voluntarily) to modify
this tool and return it to GGI so that we build a repository. This tool can be used for marketing with
new and existing clients.

Narcisa Przulj

US Trade Policies that
Impact Europe: Tariffs,
CFIUS, Mobility and More
V. Susanne Cook

Ana Maria Mieles

Saturday, 21 April 2018 | 11:00 – 12:30
This session will provide a summary overview
of the most recent developments in US trade
policies that affect cross-border transactions
and mobility. Whether implemented through
the enactment of new laws, rules, regulations or
Presidential proclamations, or through increased
scrutiny and attention to existing laws, rules and
regulations or Presidential proclamations, a common theme for these developments in US trade
policy is the express goal of enhancing US nation-

al security procedures and reviews. The presentation will focus on how these developments may
impact business transactions between Europe
and the USA. At the conclusion of this session,
ample opportunity for interactive dialogue will be
provided.
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

All tours are only for pre-registered participants

Thursday, 19 April 2018,
09:00 – 13:00

Cold
War Tour

A tour of the Eastern part of Berlin, looking at the Cold War period (1961-1989) in
the city. Learn about everyday life, products, architecture and culture. Visit also
the Berlin Wall and “Checkpoint Charlie”.
Lunch is not included.

Thursday, 19 April 2018, 10:00 – 16:00

Berlin Orientation City Tour
Get a general overview of the city of Berlin. Lunch at the Käfer Restaurant, located in the German “Reichstag”, is included with this tour.

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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Thursday, 19 April 2018, 14:00 – 17:00

Walking Tour of the
Old Jewish Quarter
A tour of the old Jewish quarter which
– despite the devastation of the Nazi
era – is now home to a revitalised Jewish
community. Your guide will explain how
this history is dealt with today and how
the Jewish community is rebuilding itself.

Discover some of the domes of the New
Synagogue; learn where Otto Weidt, Berlin’s own “Schindler”, ran his workshop,
and where the successful “Women’s
Protest” helped save almost 2,000 Jews
from deportation to the death camps.

Friday, 20 April 2018, 09:00 – 17:00

Visit to the Classical City of
Potsdam, Including a Tour of
the Beautiful Sanssouci Castle
For Accompanying Persons only.
Potsdam is the capital and largest city
of the German state of Brandenburg, sitting on the River Havel and bordering the
southwest corner of Berlin. This city was
the residence of the Prussian kings and
the German Kaiser until 1918, and the
parks and palaces of Sanssouci are now
the largest World Heritage Site in Germany.
Sanssouci is often compared to Versailles, although it displays more of the
Rococo style and is much smaller than its
French baroque counterpart. This summer palace of Frederick the Great, King of
Prussia, was designed and built between
1745 and 1747 to fulfil the King’s need for
a private residence where he could relax
away from the pomp and ceremony of the

Berlin court. The palace’s name comes
from the French “sans souci”, which

translates as “without concerns” or “carefree”. Lunch is included with this tour.

GGI European Regional Conference | Berlin, Germany
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Saturday, 21 April 2018, 14:00 – 17:15

Trabi
Safari

See Berlin in a most unique way, while
becoming a tourist attraction yourself.
You will get to see the major sites of
Berlin, such as the East Side Gallery,
Checkpoint Charlie, Brandenburg Gate,
Siegessäule, Unter den Linden and Alexanderplatz. Each car will be able to take
four delegates, and you may have the
opportunity to drive one of the Trabis.
The basic price includes the rental
fee, insurance for self-driving and physical damage, a special permit for driving
in Berlin, and fuel costs.

Saturday, 21 April 2018, 14:00 – 17:30

“Discover Berlin” Walking Tour
Berlin has a history like no other
city. From a proud empire under the
Kaisers destroyed by World War I to
the capital of progressive culture in
the 1920s, Berlin would be turned
upside-down after Hitler’s rise to
power in 1933. Following the devastation of World War II, the city would
be divided by the Allies, only to become the global symbol of the Cold
War when it became divided by the
Berlin Wall in 1961. Finally, the German capital would become a symbol
of hope when in 1989 the Wall came
down, allowing Germany to become
one country again. Your guides will
show you the wild, tragic story of this
city. Stroll through the Brandenburg
Gate, stand above the remains of
Hitler’s bunker, and cross the Cold
War frontier at Checkpoint Charlie.
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Join our
upcoming GGI Events:
GGI Australian Business Summit
Perth, Australia | 18-20 May 2018
GGI North American Regional Conference
Denver, CO, USA | 21-24 June 2018
GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting
Denver, CO, USA | 22-24 June 2018
GGI French-Speaking Chapter
Brussels, Belgium | 06-08 July 2018
GGI Nordic-Baltic Meeting
Copenhagen, Denmark & Malmö, Sweden | 07-09 September 2018
GGI Best Practices & Developing Leaders Conference
Québec City, QC, Canada | 20-22 September 2018
GGI Latin American Regional Conference
Buenos Aires, Argentina | 17-18 October 2018
GGI World Conference
Buenos Aires, Argentina | 18-21 October 2018
GCG M&A Dealmakers Meeting
Buenos Aires, Argentina | 19-21 October 2018
GGI EasyMeet
Venice, Italy | 02-04 November 2018
GGI German-Speaking Chapter
Budapest, Hungary | 09-11 November 2018
GGI Asia-Pacific Regional Conference
Bali, Indonesia | 29 November - 02 December 2018
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OPTIONAL EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

GGI | Geneva Group International AG
Schaffhauserstrasse 550
8052 Zurich
Switzerland
T: +41 44 256 18 18
E: info@ggi.com

ggi.com
ggiforum.com
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